2000 jeep cherokee ignition switch

Four problems related to ignition switch have been reported for the Jeep Grand Cherokee. The
most recently reported issues are listed below. Please also check out the statistics and
reliability analysis of the Jeep Grand Cherokee based on all problems reported for the Grand
Cherokee. Consumer is requesting reimbursement for defective ignition key locking system.
The consumer was told there were problems where the tumbler become frozen and the locking
pins fall out making the key inoperable. The consumer had a burned out tail light bulb replaced.
While parked consumer was able to shift through all gears without applying brakes. Button on
shifter was not functioning. Also not able to get key out of ignition. Vehicle was parked and
disengaged after driving. Consumer was not able to remove key from ignition. Dealer was
unable to determine cause. Car Problems. Ignition Switch problem 1. Ignition Switch problem 2.
Ignition Switch problem 3. Ignition Switch problem 4. Electrical System problems Electrical
System problems. Wiring problems. Dash Wiring problems. Ignition Module problems.
Underhood Wiring problems. Starter problems. Crankshaft Position Sensor problems. Battery
problems. Fuses And Circuit Breaker problems. Ignition problems. Anti-theft Controller
problems. A faulty or failing ignition switch on your Jeep car can be frustrating and hazardous,
and you should repair it immediately. Otherwise, your engine may stall at any given time while
on the road. It may even leave you stranded somewhere by refusing to start. Sometimes the
problem may begin with your Jeep car being hard to start, taking several attempts. Other times,
your ignition may fail all at once. Either way, changing your own ignition switch is slightly
difficult but worth it in the end. Detach the ground battery cable from the battery post. Use a
wrench to turn the battery post clockwise. This is a black cable that is next to a minus sign on
the battery post near the ignition. Remove the ignition switch. Unscrew the bolts on both sides
of the ignition that hold it in place with a ratchet and socket. Use your hand to pull the ignition
switch from the actuator rod. The actuator rod is what holds the ignition switch to the base of
the steering wheel. Release and remove the switch completely from the steering wheel base.
Unplug the black and white wires from the ignition switch. These wires run from the steering
wheel base to the ignition switch. Plug the black and white wires running from the steering
wheel base into the new switch. Place them in the locations on the new switch that match with
the places you removed them from on the old switch. Replace the mounting bolts on both sides
of the new switch. Use the old bolts unless you have been supplied with new bolts with the new
switch. Tighten the bolts in place with an adjustable wrench. Reconnect the battery post to the
ground battery cable. Use a wrench to tighten the connection by turning it clockwise. Remove
the 10 screws that surround the lower dashboard trim panel inside the Grand Cherokee, using a
screwdriver. The last screw is usually hidden behind the ashtray container. Use a screwdriver to
remove the two retaining screws connecting the switch to the steering column, and disconnect
the actuating rod. Connect the actuating rod to the slider hole, and install the switch. Tighten
the two retaining screws finger-tight. Holding the key lock in the "Accessory" position, push the
ignition switch slightly toward the bottom of the column. Remove any slack in the actuating rod
and tighten the retaining screws securely with a screwdriver. Reconnect the negative cable
terminal on the car battery, and tighten it with a wrench. Close the hood. Place the new switch
into the steering column. The tab will lock into place when you push the switch into the column.
How to Replace the Ignition Switch in a Jeep. Remove the screws holding the lower plastic
cover to the steering column, using a Phillips screwdriver. Pull the lower cover off the steering
column, followed by the upper cover. Remove the illumination wiring harness behind the
ignition-key lock cylinder by pulling down on the harness. Remove the three mounting screws
behind the cylinder lock that secure the switch to the column, using a tamper-proof Torx driver.
Pry up on the two locks tabs that secure the ignition switch wiring harness to the switch, using
a flat-head screwdriver. Pull the harness out of the switch. Locate the cylinder lock pin on the
side of the switch and press the pin in with a flat-head screwdriver. Remove the key and pull the
lock cylinder completely out of the switch. Slide the lock cylinder into the new ignition switch.
Place the key in the lock cylinder and turn it to the "On" position. Slide the lock cylinder in the
rest of the way. Remove the key. Press the ignition switch wiring harness onto the new switch
and press down on the locks with your fingers. Secure the ignition switch to the steering
column, using the three screws and the tamper-proof Torx driver. Position the top cover on the
steering column, followed by the bottom cover. Secure them to each other with the screws,
using a Phillips screwdriver. Items you will need Ratchet Socket Adjustable wrench. Items you
will need Wrench Screwdriver. Items you will need Small screwdriver Torx screwdriver set.
Items you will need Phillips screwdriver Flat-head screwdriver Tamper-proof Torx driver.
Though typically robust, most Jeep Cherokees will eventually experience ignition failure,
leaving otherwise happy owners stranded. These failures are usually progressive, though,
offering the savvy owner plenty of opportunity to fix them before they become terminal.
Symptoms don't get more straightforward than this: The truck doesn't start. Turn the key, and

everything comes on, but the driveway is absent of that Jeep rumble. When you turn the key, a
number of things happen. First, the key-switch engages the vehicle's accessory systems like
the radio. One click further activates the rest of the system, including the engine ignition,
gauges and electric fans. Turning it further engages the momentary switch that sends power to
the starter and turns the engine over. To ensure that absentminded owners don't run over the
dog, all modern manufacturers use a neutral safety switch to disable the starter if the
transmission is left in drive. These switches are usually in a "default-off" position, and must
have current to activate the starter relay. This is the source of the Jeep's ignition issues, but is
easily replaced by any mechanically competent owner. The neutral safety switch is located on
the transmission, where the shift lever attaches. Replacing it simply involves removing the
attached wires, pulling out the sensor, installing the new one and adjusting it. One benefit to
replacing the sensor is that the reverse light sensor is integral to the unit, so you are getting
two new sensors at once. It's expensive, but it sure beats walking. Many have found that in the
beginning stages of failure, it is possible to reset the switch to get home. If your Jeep fails to
start, try placing it in neutral, and then starting it. This works in 80 percent of all failures, and
will continue to do so for some time before a more permanent fix becomes mandatory. Some
owners choose to simply bypass the neutral safety switch altogether by joining the external
sensor harness wires together with a jumper wire. It does work, but will allow the truck to start
in drive and reverse. Do yourself and your dog a favor: Just replace the switch and be done with
it. Richard Rowe has been writing professionally since , specializing in automotive topics. He
has worked as a tractor-trailer driver and mechanic, a rigger at a fire engine factory and as a
race-car driver and builder. Image by Flickr. Jacek Korona. Neutral Safety Switch To ensure that
absentminded owners don't run over the dog, all modern manufacturers use a neutral safety
switch to disable the starter if the transmission is left in drive. Replacement The neutral safety
switch is located on the transmission, where the shift lever attaches. The Band-Aid Fix Many
have found that in the beginning stages of failure, it is possible to reset the switch to get home.
The Worst Idea Ever Some owners choose to simply bypass the neutral safety switch altogether
by joining the external sensor harness wires together with a jumper wire. References
Cherokee-Jeep. Com Cherokee Forum. Thank you. We distribute Ignition Starter Switch's. This
may be an OEM Product. OEM designates a replacement part made by the manufacturer of the
original partinstalled on the vehicle when it was first produced. Most cars are originally
assembled with parts made by companies other than the one whose emblem appears on the
vehicle. For example, BMW does not manufacture parts, they assemble parts from many parts
manufacturers into a finished vehicle. We sell this item in increments of 1, which may be less
than you need for your application. Check the compatibility information in the listing to discover
the qty your vehicle may require.. Our family business was started in We sell only high quality
replacement parts for cars, trucks, SUV's, and many other motorized vehicles. All listings are
for vehicles sold in the USA or Canada only. Seller responsible for all shipping charges plus
restocking charge to return items shipped internationally that are not correct. We are able to
offer these incredible prices because we buy factory direct. Our success is a combination of
many things: sourcing, buying power, relationships, and market awareness. We have changed
with the times and persevered. Our past experience give us the knowledge, and gives you the
assurance of buying from the right place at the right price! Shipping Service: Please refer the
shipping section. About the Part. It is important that the ignition switch on a Jeep Cherokee
continue to work well if you want to maintain safety on the road. If the switch ever begins to
malfunction, you could end up stuck somewhere with the car stalled. You might not even be
able to start it. You will get the first hint that this problem has arisen when you have difficulty
starting the vehicle, perhaps having to retry a couple times. These warning signs are not always
present though; you may just lose the ignition suddenly. No matter how the part fails, this
article describes how you would go about removing and replacing it. This Jeep repair is
basically in three phases , as you remove the lower dashboard trim, remove the old ignition
switch, and install the new ignition switch. With this Jeep repair complete, we can turn to some
lighter fare â€” some current news and information that might interest you as a Jeep owner:. As
small and midsize SUVs flood the market, Jeep is giving a refresher to its Cherokee with the
edition. The styling of the front of the Cherokee now has a greater resemblance to the front of
the Compass or Grand Cherokee. The lights are the main difference, but the grille is also
positioned more vertically than horizontally. A previous design of the Cherokee created
separation between the headlights and LED running lights. Now those lights are all included
within a narrow, streamlined lens. The additional updates that are most notable are the
composite tailgate, lightweight aluminum hood, and five new wheel designs. The weight is
lighter by pounds vs. This change, which enhances the riding for occupants, is getting some
positive attention, with Detroit Free Press car critic Mark Phelan saying in his review that the

weight reduction was very impressive for a car that currently exists and is getting a midcycle
refresh. There is a new engine in the Cherokee. It offers horsepower through a 2-liter 4-cylinder
design. This engine, which you can get in mid-range and high-end Cherokees, has the strong
torque at low engine speeds and strong fuel economy to make it the best engine for the
Cherokee. With a strong resemblance to military vehicles, the Jeep Wrangler is a durable SUV
and is intended for people who would want to go after rocky or muddy terrain. The figure made
the Wrangler the top-selling model in the Jeep catalog. It even bested the Cherokee, which also
had a huge rise of 63 percent YOY but achieved a lower total of 23, units sold. The way in which
the market is evolving right now is suited well for Jeep since it is a brand completely focused on
sport utility vehicles. To clarify, the Wrangler is a different organism. It is not the historic,
stripped-down version of the Wrangler but instead offers a stronger focus on comfort. There are
locking differentials, a roll cage, and other all-terrain components. Comfort is critical since
off-roading is not a part of Wrangler ownership for all people. The design of the car and its
amenities are important to other owners of the model. A Jeep went off a cliff into Lake Pleasant
in Arizona on April 6 when its driver attempted to swat a wasp in the cabin. The driver did not
know that he was approaching the cliff since he was so distracted by the wasp. Luckily, the
driver did look up just before his Jeep sped off the cliff and leapt from the car to the ground.
The car kept going off the cliff and down into the lake. There were no injuries to the driver or
anyone else. The Jeep brand continues to excite, with refreshes of its popular models
continuing to draw eyes and new drivers â€” as indicated by sales of the Wrangler and the
Cherokee redesign in the model. If you wish, you can follow the above steps to replace your
ignition switch. If you need a mechanic for this repair or any other, we can help. See our Jeep
repair philosophy. Tools needed: Wrench Screwdriver Lower dashboard trim removal Open the
hood of the car and secure it. Take your wrench and detach the car battery from the negative
cable terminal black. Grab your screwdriver and take out the 10 screws that are holding in the
lower dashboard trim panel. Note that you will typically need to look inside the ashtray
container for one of the screws. Make sure all electrical connectors are also detached, after
which you can take off the panel. Put the panel someplace that is easy to remember when you
need to reinstall it. You can now detach your actuating rod. Disconnect the white electrical
connector from the black wire harness connector. Take the switch out of your steering column.
Ignition switch installation Position your replacement ignition switch at the edge of your
steering column so it is prepared to install. Connect the switch. Use your fingers to get the pair
of retaining screws tight but not stuck. Make sure the actuating rod is free of any slack. Use
your screwdriver to complete the tightening of your retaining screws. Reestablish the
connection between the wh
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ite and black electrical connectors. Take the lower dashboard trim and reinstall it, using your
screwdriver to reattach the screws. Connect the car battery to the negative battery cable, using
your wrench to get it tight. Shut your hood. Record number of redesigned Wranglers sold With a
strong resemblance to military vehicles, the Jeep Wrangler is a durable SUV and is intended for
people who would want to go after rocky or muddy terrain. The total for March of 98, Jeep cars
was also a new record for total cars by the automaker. Schuster noted that a Wrangler will often
see no off-roading at all. Jeep driver goes off cliff in effort to avoid wasp A Jeep went off a cliff
into Lake Pleasant in Arizona on April 6 when its driver attempted to swat a wasp in the cabin.
Honest Jeep mechanic in Boulder The Jeep brand continues to excite, with refreshes of its
popular models continuing to draw eyes and new drivers â€” as indicated by sales of the
Wrangler and the Cherokee redesign in the model.

