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The fourth-generation Ford Taurus is an automobile that was produced by Ford for the to model
years. While mechanically similar to its predecessor, major revisions to the bodyshell of the
sedan were done to alter its controversial styling as well as add interior room; it was available in
four-door sedan and five-door station wagon models. The fourth-generation Taurus would be
the final derived from the original model line. In and , as part of its effort to increase the use of
globally sourced platforms, Ford introduced the Volvo-developed Five Hundred and
Mazda-developed Fusion to fill the slot of the Taurus in the Ford line for non-fleet buyers, the
Five Hundred also served as a replacement for the Crown Victoria. When the third-generation
Taurus debuted, it was hurt by criticism of its design, which was formed from oval derived
design elements. The design was very controversial, and it strongly limited the appeal of the
car. As a result, for the fourth generation Taurus, Ford designed it with a more subdued, angular
design, as part of Ford's New Edge styling, in hopes of increasing the car's appeal. Instead of
sloping back, this car's trunk stood upright in a more traditional shape, which greatly increased
trunk space. The front and rear clips were also redesigned on the Taurus and Sable sedans; all
body panels were brand-new except the doors. Station wagons received the new front clips but
from the firewall back they were essentially the same as the wagons. The Taurus now had the
turn signals integrated into the headlamps, similar to that of the previous generation Sable. The
front bumper was also redesigned to include a larger front grille which, like the previous
generation, contained a chrome bar running through the middle containing the Ford logo. The
rear clip was redesigned with a larger trunk and trunklid, as mentioned above, as well as giving
the Taurus two large taillights as opposed to the rear lightbar used in the previous generation
cars. Mounted on the trunklid was a large chrome bar containing the Ford logo, like in the front.
In for the model year, the front clip was slightly redesigned, and the Taurus got a new front
bumper and grille. The grille was made smaller, with the chrome bar removed, replaced by just a
large Ford logo in the center. The taillights were slightly redesigned, originally to include amber
turn signals, but this was cancelled at the eleventh hour. Instead, the rear was given larger
reverse lights, and the chrome bar above the license plate bracket was deleted. As with the
exterior, the interior was completely redesigned with a more conservative style, although some
features from the previous cars were carried over. The dashboard had a more linear
appearance, instead of curving around the driver. The "Integrated Control Panel" was carried
over but enlarged, reshaped, and placed in the center of the dash instead of being tilted toward
the driver. The Flip-Fold center console was also carried over but it was revamped as well.
When folded out, it now rested against the floor instead of the dashboard, and had different
cupholders and storage areas. This Taurus' interior was available in two configurations; a front
bench seat with a column-mounted shifter and the Flip-Fold center console, or bucket seats
with a traditional console and a floor-mounted shifter. The configuration for a steering
column-mounted shifter and a center console, which made a brief return for , had been dropped.
The interior also contained many new safety features; side airbags, tether straps, and a glow in
the dark trunk release mounted inside of the trunk. This system, at the time of a collision, would
detect the driver and passenger's positions as well as seatbelt usage, and would inflate the
airbags to match, possibly preventing airbag-related injuries. This included a new steering
wheel with a center airbag pad that was shaped like an upside-down taco and new gauges with
a diagnostic center that would tell if there were any problems with the car, as well as average
fuel economy. It also was able to perform a "system check" at the driver's request to make sure
that the engine was functioning properly. The two models were carried over, and two more were
added. The most basic model was the LX, with the SE as the mid priced model. The SEL line
received a few upgrades for , to give it a more upscale image. Among the changes were a new
instrument cluster, wheels, as well as a slight redesign of the dash, with woodgrain replacing
the black trim. It also got woodgrain on the steering wheel rim and around the power window
switches on the front doors. This special Taurus included many extras, such as lighter wood
trim, special leather seats, headlights with black accents, special wheels, a special leather case
for the owner's manual, a leather jacket that said "Ford: Years", a similar watch , and a letter
from William Clay Ford, Jr. Production was limited to 4, units. For , and , the SES model
received a "Sport" package, which consisted of five-spoked rims known as "slicers", and the
Duratec engine standard. In addition, the exterior of the vehicle received Sport badging on the
front quarter-panels, the chrome bar on the grille was changed to body color, the interior
received two-toned cloth seats, a two-toned dash applique, special "Sport" floor mats, and a
leather-wrapped steering wheel. This model was only offered in four colors. The Mercury Sable,
the sister model of the Taurus aimed at a more upscale audience, was also redesigned for Like
with previous generations, the Sable shared all mechanical components with the Taurus with a
unique body. The new Sable was also largely carried over from the previous model , with
changes limited a new front fascia, rear fascia, wheels, a taller roof and trunk, and a new

interior, though the interior was the same design of the Taurus with added woodgrain trim. Like
with previous generations, the Sable offered the same powertrains and equipment as the
Taurus. An LS Platinum edition was also briefly offered. The Sable was updated in with a new
grille, front bumper, steering wheel, instrument cluster, wheels and taillamps. The Sable was
discontinued in and replaced by the Mercury Montego which would be renamed as the Sable in
and Mercury Milan. This generation of Sable was not sold in Canada , as the Mercury nameplate
had been discontinued there by the model year. This generation of Taurus saw a significant
sales slump compared to its predecessors. Production ended on October 27, , as Ford idled the
Atlanta plant, as part of its " The Way Forward " restructuring plan. The last Ford Taurus rolled
off the assembly line around am, [11] destined for delivery to S. Truett Cathy , owner of
Chick-fil-A. Cathy's original restaurant was located across from the Ford Atlanta plant. There
was no official event or function of any kind to mark the end of production. Alan Mulally, [14].
The discontinuation of the Taurus sparked debate given its once-strong position in the market
and Ford's well-publicized financial problems at the time. Analysts, customers and some
interviewed Ford employees criticized the company for failing to invest in the car and keep it
competitive, instead focusing all of its resources on developing and marketing trucks and
SUVs. Newly-hired Ford CEO Alan Mulally expressed similar opinions, telling the Associated
Press the decision "perplexed" him when he learned about it; he recalled asking subordinates,
"How can it go away? It's the best selling car in America! They wanted us to keep improving it.
Partially blaming the Five Hundred's struggles on its name, Mulally decided that the revised
vehicle should be marketed as the Taurus, the name he believed the Five Hundred sedan should
have used from the beginning [14] as he believed Ford was better off continuing to use its older
nameplates that maintained decent brand equity rather than trying to build up new ones. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For a complete overview of all Taurus models, see Ford
Taurus. Motor vehicle. Main article: List of Fourth generation Ford Taurus models. Ford Taurus
to be revived. How can it go away? It's the best selling car in America. Consumer Guide.
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media related to Ford Taurus â€” LTD Crown Victoria. Crown Victoria. Country Squire. Personal
luxury. Sport compact. Escort ZX2. Fiesta ST. Focus ST. Focus RS. Sports car. Reliability
indicates how models have performed in the past, providing the basis for predicting how the
vehicles will hold up in the year ahead. These charts provide the most comprehensive reliability
information available to consumers. Based on information received from our latest subscriber
survey, our reliability history charts give you a rundown on how used vehicles are holding up in
17 potential trouble spots, ranging from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power
equipment and the electrical system. Learn more about car Reliability. The Reliability score is
based on our latest subscriber survey of Ford Taurus owners. The owner comments describe
problems respondents experienced with this vehicle. Third compressor to be replaced in 8
years. There is a filter in the circulatory system of the refrigerant which was clogged and led to
failure. No heat". Can't find solution". The only way to fix it requires pulling the dash. This is a
ridiculous design mistake". If they used a metal door it probably would have never happened
because the metal material would have more durability. Not fun in the South! Accessory belts
and pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil leaks. Thus far I have
just been using a try under the area of the leak, which would make quite a mess if I didn't do
that. I am considering fixing the leak as the car runs very well otherwise". Found engine was
leaking coolant. Dealer discounted price and I used my repair shop to fix leak. Now, 5 years
later, engine leaks oil. Possibly because of piston ring blow by from worn rings". Paint fading,
chalking, cracking, or peeling , loose interior and exterior trim or moldings, rust. It's white. But,
patches of paint is peeling off the hood and the hood only. The paint on the rest of the car is
perfect. Apparently the hood was not properly prepared for painting in ". The rest of the car
looks good, clean and shiny. The roof, trunk lid, doors, and fenders look excellent. Paint

remaining on hood looks good, too. Paint just didn't adhere to the hood alone. These rust spots
developed from under the paint not from the surface of the paint. Shocks or struts, ball joints,
tie rods, wheel bearings, alignment, steering linkage includes rack and pinion , power steering
pumps and hoses, leaks , wheel balance, springs or torsion bars, bushings, electronic or air
suspension. Need to get alignment done regular this helps". About every other year they need
to be looked at. It is resolved everytime. When I opened the hood the power steering fluid was
bubbling out of the reservoir". Air would get in the system. About half of that, and half regular
fluid. Overall fluid is much thicker, and I'm assuming it reconditioned some seals and closed
some gaps". Rear were too massive a job to change remove rear interior deck to get to strut.
Engine mounts needed changing. Top mounts simple, bottom ones required lifting engine".
Very expensive replacement cost! The mechanics were nice but it still took a while to diagnosis
correctly. Good thing I had another car to use! That pretty much generalizes my experience. It
did this about 3 times before I took it in for repairs. The problem has been resolved. Cruise
control, clock, warning lights, body control module, keyless entry, wiper motor or washer, tire
pressure monitor, interior or exterior lights, horn, gauges, 12V power plug, remote engine start,
alarm or security system. Fords electrical system needs improvement, engine controls, ECU's,
switches, wiring. I would hope these engineers could solve corrosion". Replaced plugs, coil and
wires. Ran great for a week did it again. Replaced plugs did it again. Used Motorcraft parts.
Replaced injectors ran even better, did it again in a week. Checked compre". Also replaced cam
shaft synchronizer 2'nd time and had engine mounts replaced". Fortunately the first one I
bought had a lifetime warranty. It will start to leave home and again after first stop, but following
any subsequent stops it won't start or will barely turn over. So far it has started after sitting
minutes all 3 times it happened, but barely. Antilock system ABS , parking brake, master
cylinder, calipers, rotors, pulsation or vibration, squeaking, brake failure or wear. I'll get it
looked at eventually. Easily repaired". It got worse on rough, course pavement. Stepping on the
brakes sometimes caused pulsing in the pedal. I took it to a mechanic I trust and found that the
rear brakes were very worn and one of the wheel bearing was failing - hence the growling. Had
to replace all parts of the rear brakes. Alternator, starter, hybrid battery and related systems,
regular battery, battery cables, engine harness, coil, ignition switch, electronic ignition,
distributor or rotor failure, spark plugs and wires failure. Accessibility to these lights is
extremely difficult". Seatbelt sensors are not reliable, will be on when they are fastened or off
when they are not". However, because of that, I am more apt to take off without releasing the
parking brake, causing premature read pad wear". I would not fault the manufacturer on this
matter since I have had excellent service from this vehicle". Has not been fixed". Rattles when
on a rough road. Has only been doing this recently". Only hear rattle when going over bumps or
rough roads. Gear selector or linkage, leaks, transmission computer, transmission sensor or
solenoid, clutch adjustment, rough shifting, slipping transmission. Radiator, cooling fan,
antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat, overheating. Eventually found service did not include
new coolant. Engine had a build up of sludge in the coolant system. Have had to boil system out
four times, replaced the heads once. Now we do not get much warm air out of the heater. Can
not afford to have the heater core replaced. This resulted in failure of heater to work and head
gasket to go. Told to replace by mechanics. Power or manual windows, locks and latches,
tailgate, hatch or trunk, doors or sliding doors, mirrors, seat controls, safety belts, sunroof,
convertible top. If an actuator is stuck in unlock position, it tells the computer a door is
unlatched and causes the dome light to stay on. Water pump". Muffler, pipes, catalytic
converter, exhaust manifold, leaks. Most expensive". Engine rebuild or replacement, cylinder
head, head gasket, turbo or supercharger, timing chain or timing belt. I don't believe that it
should be faulty that early". Upon teardown head gasket was blown. Transmission rebuild or
replacement, torque converter, clutch replacement. Bluetooth , voice control commands,
steering wheel controls, portable music device interface e. Seemed to have been electrical. The
garage was able to partially repair it but now when the I have the headlight on the light on the
radio goes out. I hesitate to try to fix that as something else may then have a problem".
Reactivate now to get the information you were looking for! If you feel you have received this
message in error, please view our customer care FAQs or access your account information
here. Sign In. Become a Member. Remember Me. Not a member? Need further assistance?
Please call Member Services at Unlock Ratings. Used Ford Taurus Change Vehicle. The Taurus
tested out reasonably well. The car is roomy, plus it rides and handles soundly. However, even
the upgrade hp engine lacks real punch and isn't particularly frugal. The wagon was one of the
few inexpensive seven-passenger vehicles of its time. There are 10 recalls on this vehicle. Learn
More. Overall Reliability. Most Common Trouble Spots. Common Trouble Spot. See all Potential
Trouble Spots. View Recalls. Worse Better. Overall Reliability Verdict. Engine Major. Engine
Minor. Engine Cooling. Transmission Major. Transmission Minor. Drive System. Fuel System.

Electric System. Climate System. Body Integrity. Body Hardware. Power Equipment. In-car
Electronics. Show More Trouble Spots. Show Fewer Trouble Spots. Based on information
received from our latest subscriber survey for about , vehicles, our reliability history charts give
you a rundown on how through vehicles are holding up in 17 potential trouble spots, ranging
from the engine, transmission, and brakes to power equipment and the electrical system. NA
indicates that we did not receive a large enough sample size to provide data for a specific year.
An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year. What Owners Say. No
heat" Marv S. I am considering fixing the leak as the car runs very well otherwise" Shirley H.
Loose exterior trim or moldings "rust ate away the rocker panel Apparently the hood was not
properly prepared for painting in " William M. Alignment "There is something wrong with front
end, have had problems for many years and had lots of fixes they only last a year or so. When I
opened the hood the power steering fluid was bubbling out of the reservoir" Jerrold L. Overall
fluid is much thicker, and I'm assuming it reconditioned some seals and closed some gaps"
Adam H. Top mounts simple, bottom ones required lifting engine" William D. Battery not hybrid
or electric "Keeping batteries in this car is hard, they last about 2 yrs. I would hope these
engineers could solve corrosion" Ralph B. Checked compre" Harold D. Gauges "Lights behind
gauges are going out. Accessibility to these lights is extremely difficult" Richard H. Seatbelt
sensors are not reliable, will be on when they are fastened or off when they are not"
Anonymous, ID Ford Taurus 3. Air or water leaks "At miles it us not unusual or surprising to
have a cooling system leak. Gear selector or linkage "I replaced the Shift Cable! Locks and
latches "Although low milage this car is 19 years old. CV joint "they were leaking and needed
replacement" George R. Catalytic converter "Mechanic thought it was transmission, but it was
the converter. Head gasket "The head gasket began seeping water at the , mile mark. I don't
believe that it should be faulty that early" David J. Display screen difficult to see "This
happened after engine repair was done. I hesitate to try to fix that as something else may then
have a problem" Shirley H. See All Trouble Spots. Compare Models. No Data Available. A
damaged or broken brake disc may reduce a vehicle's braking power, increasing the risk of a
crash. Read Recall Details. The brake pad shim may shift out of position causing the shim to
contact the brake disc resulting in damage to the disc. What should you do:. Bosch will instruct
the owners how to have the affected brake pads replaced, free of charge. The recall began on
May 26, Owners may contact Bosch customer service at Potential Number of Units Affected:
Hide Recall Details. Show More. Check Vehicle for Unrepaired Recalls. Recall Look-up. Change
Vehicle. Ready to Shop Local Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer Reports.
Make a Donation Newsletters Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings and
reviews. Sad to see the Ford Garage keeps replacing the same belt and it does not correct the
issue. How many times can you replace the same belt for a customer and see it doesn't solve
the issue. Talk about a rip off. Where are the good honest mechanics anymore? Chirping noise
coming from car engine Ford said it is a sensor of some kind It is not covered by them. It should
be cover on Warrenty only 75, miles on car. What gives with Fords cheap parts on there cars.
Chirping drove me nuts. The harmonics made it very difficult to pinpoint the problem, thought it
was coming from belt area. Its actually a "dummy distributor" with cam position sensor on top
located under the throttle body under the wide flat electrical harness. If you attempt to change
this yourself be sure you know what you are doing, you can and will throw the engine out of
timing. I do not know much, well My Ford Taurus SE has been having alot of difficulties lately.
The engine light is one, and has occasionally flashed. It is very hard on gas, and has been
losing power while driving. It has actually started bucking, and almost stalling out. It makes a
very loud squealing sound, which has been getting worse. I took it to a garage, they did a
diagnostic scan and told me that it was the coil pack. They ordered one, put it in, and it did
nothing to solve the issue. They then took it back out. They then told me that their diagnostic
machine is a general one, and to take it to Ford. I had the wires and spark plugs changed, one
plug was really bad the engine light when out, and everything seemed okay. Had all the power
back still squealed. Unfortunately, it is all starting again. I have researched this online, and the
closest thing that I could find was the Camshaft position sensor, or Camshaft synchronize I
have no idea what to do. Any information would be of great help. Chirping sound from middle of
engine, I have been told it is a lifter hanging up, tried some Lucas oil stabilizer, but it is still
chirping. Loud and annoying, the belt was replaced due to wear months ago and has no
problems. Anyone else know of a quick, easy, and cheap fix to the chirping? What for sure
might cause it? I have reported the chirping problem. Dealer said it might be the camshaft
problem at the first sight. But then decided it's the belt. Then got the camshaft synchronizer and
sensor replaced. The annoying sound was finally gone! Started making the noise the day I
drove it off the lot. Took it back and they took it to Ford and they couldn't reproduce the noise.
Finally the Check Engine light came on after about a week got really bad then. Took it in the

next day. Chirping sound from accessories AC, alternator, etc. This occasionally goes away.
Replaced belt and idler pulley. A few weeks later it is back. Any ideas? If you have a for-profit
service, contact us. Most Common Solutions: not sure 7 reports replace the cam shaft position
sensor 3 reports ford garage replaced belts repeatedly 1 reports. Find something helpful?
Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No
one has added a helpful site for this Taurus problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Ford
mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from
CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for?
Search for something else:. A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents,
been stolen, been flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open
recalls. For 30 years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of
sources and has helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a
vehicle that has costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping
millions of used car shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden
problems. In addition, CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with
their customers and sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records,
CARFAX has built up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including
government offices, law enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships,
insurance companies and many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has
collected information from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price
was absolutely worth. Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
2002 honda rancher 350 service manual pdf
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d the report. Vehicle imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with
us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.

