2003 ford windstar engine

Popular searches. My notifications My Account. More about the Windstar. Overview Overview
Most Popular. LX Standard 4dr Minivan 3. Starting MSRP. Drivetrain Drivetrain Drive type Front
wheel drive Transmission 4-speed automatic. Fuel tank capacity 26 gal. Engine Engine Torque
lb-ft rpm Base engine size 3. Power Feature Power Feature 1 one-touch power windows yes
Power mirrors yes remote keyless power door locks yes Heated mirrors yes. Instrumentation
Instrumentation low fuel level warning yes clock yes tachometer yes. Front leg room Front hip
room Rear hip Room Rear leg room Rear shoulder room Dimensions Dimensions Front track
Maximum cargo capacity Length Maximum towing capacity lbs. Curb weight lbs. Gross weight
lbs. Height Maximum payload lbs. Wheel base Width Rear track Sponsored cars related to the
Windstar. Suspension Suspension torsion beam rear suspension yes front independent
suspension yes MacPherson strut front suspension yes. Warranty Warranty Basic 3 yr.
Drivetrain 3 yr. Rust 5 yr. Roadside 3 yr. Inventory See Windstar Inventory. Sign Up. Medium
Parchment Medium Graphite. See Windstar Inventory. Ford Windstar owners have reported
problems related to engine under the engine and engine cooling category. The most recently
reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the statistics and reliability analysis of
Ford Windstar based on all problems reported for the Windstar. The contact owns a Ford
Windstar. The contact stated while driving 10 mph and attempting a right turn, the steering
wheel would not turn because the cradle that held the motor was severely rusted and causing
the motor to fall to the ground. The contact towed the vehicle to his residence where it was
inspected by an independent mechanic. The mechanic concluded that the rusted cradle was
causing the failure and would need replacing. The vehicle was not repaired. Neither the dealer
nor manufacturer was contacted to report the failure. The failure mileage was 97, See all
problems of the Ford Windstar. Engine light comes on every few weeks after being reset. Codes
are for lean bank 1, 2. Vehicle was diagnosed with an intake leak. Mechanics have said that this
is a long standing issue with the 3. Vehicle will not pass emissions without being repaired. My
Ford Windstar cuts off going down the road , 30mph to what ever you are running don;t care.
You have to stop and coast off the road best you can put it in park start it up again and then go
on, may do it again or again in a day or so this needs to be placed on a recall, everyone I talk to
6 out of 10 people with these vans have the same thing and no one knows what to do about it,
please help before some one gets hurt or killed for this crazy mess!!!! Check engine stays on
after tuneup. Does not lose speed. Runs rough after accelerating and doesnt not overheat. What
is the problem. Sometime between pm of 28 June and 5am 29 June, my Ford Windstar
spontaneously combusted while parked in the garage of the rectory here at holy assumption
church in marblehead, ohio. The van is a total loss as the entire engine compartment and most
of the dashboard on the passenger side are burnt out or melted. This happened after I twice
took my Windstar to an authorized Ford dealership in response to a recall to have a part
replaced connected with the cruise control that has been reported as overheating and causing
such a fire. There is damage to the interior of the garage the local fire department does not
know why the fire stopped before burning down the garage - since there is concrete evidence of
the intense heat of the fire. Acts like dying but surges forward with brake on. While parking he
smelled a burning odor, and then saw flames inside of the engine compartment. He was able to
extinguish the fire himself. The manufacturer was notified, and he was advised to call NHTSA
because they would not provide assistance. No repairs were made. The failure and current
mileages were under , My Ford Windstar experienced a significant engine shift while driving.
The garage indicated that my passenger side engine cradle had rusted through causing the
engine to shift. While driving approximately 45 mph, the vehicle began pulling to the right. The
contact heard a noise and the steering wheel was not centered. There were no warning
indicators illuminated on the instrument panel. The vehicle was taken to an independent
mechanic, who stated that the failure was related to the main engine cradle assembly. The
vehicle was repaired. The contact was concerned of the safety risk involved. The failure mileage
was , and current mileage was , I own a Ford Windstar van. It is used by my wife. Also the
odometer and speedometer were not working. Later in the evening I went and checked my fuses
on the van and found the 10 fuse 15amp was burnt. I replaced the fuse with a new one and
started the van. After leaving the van running for about 2 minutes, I noticed heavy smoke
coming from the engine. I immediately turned off the engine and got a flashlight to see what was
burning. I noticed near the master cylinder, a group of wires that had burned near the
deactivation switch. I then came inside and searched the internet for this issue and came across
a few blogs that stated the same problem. I then brought my vehicle in the next day to an
authorized Ford dealership that confirmed the problem as a faulty deactivation switch. I am very
lucky that my van did not catch on fire while my wife has been using the van to bring my
children to many different places. This is totally an unsafe matter and Ford should be looking
into a recall. What more can I do to make this happen??. While stopped at a traffic light, the

contact noticed smoke coming from the hood. The contact turned off the vehicle and the smoke
ceased; however, the hood caught fire when the vehicle was started again. The contact
extinguished the fire and there were no injuries. The vehicle has not been diagnosed by the
dealer. The current and failure mileages were , We were involved in an accident yesterday due
to our Ford Windstar not operating properly. We had 7 people in our van including small
children. Luckily, none of us were injured, but the potential for injury was definitely there. As we
were approaching a stop light at about 35 mph the abs brake light and battery light came on and
we lost all power. We had no brakes or power steering. It was evident we were not going to be
able to stop so my husband opted for the ditch. Steering was very difficult and we hit a stop
light on the right hand side of the road with the left front end of the van and eventually came to
a stop about 4 ft. From a utility pole. The van was driving fine with no indication of malfunction
prior to losing all power suddenly. We have in the past experienced the battery light or the abs
brake light coming on when it was raining or after driving through standing water but have not
experienced losing all power until yesterday. We have also had problems with the engine
cutting out after driving on the highway for awhile and then driving on city streets at lower
speeds. It seems that when your driving on just city streets at lower speeds we don't experience
this problem, and also not typically while we are on the highway driving at higher speeds
although we have had it cut out a couple times on the highway. It seems to usually occur after
we have been on the highway driving at higher speeds for awhile and then exit on to lower
speed roads. The engine just suddenly dies. We can typically start it right back up again, but it
will continue to die and start back up several times. The intake went at 58, miles brought to Ford
dealer and it was covered under warranty. Then last year the transmission went van had 78,
miles. Ford will not fix they would not repo it. They are now trying to sue me for a defective
vehicle. Ford Windstar I have seen that many of these models and previous years as well have
had severe head gasket problems. Head gasket regularly fails at around 80, miles. Nasa says a
head gasket should last at least , Ford does not care. Ford does not stand behind their product.
I am basically screwed because now I don't have a car. I still owe on it but it doesn't run. The
head gasket going out caused the upper 02 sensor to go bad. It also sprayed the number 2
cylinder causing it to fail thus alerting me to a problem, which may have resulted in a blown
engine. At no time while I have owned this vehicle has it ever overheated even slightly. Heat was
not the cause, it was faulty from the beginning. Car auto safety has reported complaints about
the Windstar!. Engine seized at 78, miles; all preventive maintenance up to date; inspection of
engine resulted in 3 fractured pistons, scored cylinder walls, bent rods and large chunks of
metal debris secondary to the engine seizure. While idling at a stop light with brakes activated,
engine suddenly accelerated, starting car moving forward. Releasing the over drive option on
the gear shift stopped the uncontrolled engine revving. This was the third occurrence of this
problem. I have a visit to the dealership scheduled to investigate. The contact states has been
having several problems with vehicle since On April 28, the speedometer was not providing an
accurate speed reading. On December 9, the sliding door would not unlock or slide properly.
The dealer replaced the door lock actuator and determined that the slide wheels were dry. The
dealership replaced the door latch, and now it needed replacement again. On February 5, the
engine was replaced at 75, miles, and on November 21, the power steering failed and was
replaced. All repairs have been done at contact's expense. Consumer request for recall on Ford
Windstar , sounds like valves rattling. I have a ' Ford Windstar. It was taken into the shop for an
oil change and they discovered water in the oil. I know that Ford knows this is a problem. There
has been no damage to the motor but the head does need to be fixed. The repairs have not been
done yet because they are costly. I feel Ford should at the least help cover some of the cost.
Ford dealer notified and I was told that they knew it was a problem with the 3. Also, told that
"extended warranty" for the problem was expired. We had to replace the transmission only four
months later, at only 44, miles. These issues with this make and model are quite common and
wide-spread. For motor company is quite aware. Both problems could have caused serious
accidents and property damages. They are excessive and extraordinary. Blown head gasket on
Ford Windstar. Head gasket is not a service item and should last for the life of the vehicle. There
are many reports of similar problems with the Ford 3. Engine service light came on, indicating a
failure in the engine not running smoothly. Dealer changed oxygen sensor and other parts; but
problem still occurred. Consumer stated that head gasket is cracked. Dealer and manufacturer
has been notified. Sent a complaint to Ford motor company requesting assistance. Response
was that the model is not covered under recall. June 19, after paying repairs mentioned above,
the engine blew. Blown head gasket. To repair head gasket. Service manager admitted there is a
definite problem with this engine Ford knows of the problem. The service manager gave me the
telephone for Ford customer complaints and wished me good luck. Three independent
mechanics told me there is definitely a problem with the 3. One of the mechanics " 9 out of 10

Windstars blow head gaskets". His suggestion of vehicles to avoid when shopping for a vehicle
Ford Windstar Ford dealer offered to take my Windstar in trade and they would re-wholesale the
vehicle not repair it. No thanks Ford will be last on my list of vehicle's to own. The consumer
noticed the engine raced when a stop was made. Consumer had to place the engine in neutral in
order to stop the vehicle. The motor raced three to four rpm's when the consumer tried to stop.
The computer didn't show a sign of failure. The vehicle caught on fire. The cause of the fire has
not yet been determined. Ford refused to do anything to help with this problem even though it is
a well know problem. Car Problems. Engine problem of the Ford Windstar 1. Engine problem of
the Ford Windstar 2. Engine problem of the Ford Windstar 3. Engine problem of the Ford
Windstar 4. Engine problem of the Ford Windstar 5. Engine problem of the Ford Windstar 6.
Engine problem of the Ford Windstar 7. Engine problem of the Ford Windstar 8. Engine problem
of the Ford Windstar 9. Engine problem of the Ford Windstar Problem Category Number of
Problems Engine problems Engine Head Gasket Failure problems. Engine And Engine Cooling
problems. Gasoline Engine problems. Check Engine Light On problems. Car Stall problems.
Coolant Leaking problems. Engine Cooling System problems. Blown Head Gasket problems.
Introduction: Introduced in as a model, the Ford Windstar is marketed on the back of a strong
reputation for safety. And in the highly contested minivan market, where keeping family safe is
of utmost importance, that's a pretty good piece of turf upon which to stake a claim. As long as
you don't need to haul adults in back on a regular basis, or find it necessary to lift the extremely
heavy third-row bench seat out of the van, it should serve a family's needs well. All Windstars
have sliding doors on both sides. Power-sliding doors are available on all but the LX. The
"shut-'em-up" Autovision entertainment system can be ordered on LX models, but to get leather
upholstery, you've gotta pop for a Windstar SEL or Limited. Powertrains and Performance: A
strong 3. Though acceleration is better than acceptable, the V6 makes lots of racket as it
generates its horsepower and pound-feet of torque. Still, it's rated to get 24 mpg on the highway
and 18 in the city, which isn't bad for a portly van like this. Safety: Safety is typically a major
consideration for the minivan shopper. In the many years it has been tested, the Windstar has
earned excellent crash test scores. Additionally, it can be equipped with side airbags that help it
achieve top marks for side-impact crash safety. Dual-stage airbags that deploy based on
information provided by crash severity sensors, seatbelt usage sensors, and a driver-seat
position sensor maximize protection. The Windstar is also equipped with a low tire-pressure
warning system and seatbelt pre-tensioners. Self-sealing tires, heated signal mirrors and a
reverse sensing sonar system are optional. Another nice feature is the Windstar's adjustable
accelerator and brake pedals. These allow shorter-stature drivers to sit a proper distance from
the steering-wheel airbag. This year, Ford has gone even further onto the safety horizon,
equipping its minivan with AdvanceTrac stability control. Optional as part of the Family Security
package, AdvanceTrac monitors the Windstar's path of travel and compares it to steering input
from the driver. If the system's software finds something amiss that indicates the van is out of
control, it will selectively brake the wheels to bring the Windstar back into line. Interior Design
and Special Features: The Windstar's interior is fairly agreeable, with comfortable front seats
and decent ergonomics keeping Mom and Dad happy. Ford pioneered the "conversation
mirror," a parabolic reflector that lets front seat occupants view the goings-on in each seat of
the van; perfect for use in the court of family road trip law. Driving Impressions: On the road,
the Windstar comes up a bit short in terms of ride quality. Our main complaint about the interior
of the Windstar is a lack of legroom for second- and third-row passengers and overall poor
space utilization. This is a big van, but it feels small inside. But overall, it provides a decent
blend of everyday practicality, useable performance and innovative features. I bought my
Windstar from a used car dealership with 88, miles on it. When you're a single Mom on a very
tight budget, you will accept little flaws in exchange for overall reliability. Lots of annoying
electrical problems, rear windows work randomly, interior lights flash, etc. But mechanically,
this car takes all the punishment I give it and more. Very solidly built. Great pickup I have the 6
cyl. A few moderate repairs, alternator, wheel bearings, etc. I have , on it now and it still starts
up every morning, and runs great! Best car I've ever owned. I'll drive it till it dies. I bought mine
used it already had 99, miles on it. It drives like a new one. So far the only mechanical issues I
have had with it are the ones you would expect at that mileage such as brakes and belts. I am a
tall, overwieght, disabled man. It's like whoever designed this van had people like me in mind. I
have plenty of room and it is not a chore to drive it. In fact it has improved my mobility so much
that last summer I lost 80 pounds. Now this van itself did not do that but it is one of the factors
involved in my weight loss. To lose that amount of weight you have to be up and moving and
this van helped me do that. The right side window motors went out, we had to replace the
speedometer electronics, The interior light like to flicker on and off as well. I recommend
avoiding this vehicle all togetherl. Transmission already been replaced with the used 90k miles.

Oil change every 4K supertech 10w30 It is a daily driven miles as a taxi. The interior lights
blinking usually when humid. Rear windows don't open all the times. Replaced spark plugs. Got
a NGK platinums. Now got ,, I'll drive till K. Write a review. See all reviews. Available styles
include LX Standard 4dr Minivan 3. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the
Ford Windstar and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Windstar 3. Edmunds
consumer reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what
other drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns
including performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are
available as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers
like the Windstar. Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the
Ford Windstar and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews
and recommendations for the Windstar featuring deep dives into trim levels and features,
performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test
and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This
review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team
drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they
drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so
we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if
there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite
drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits
your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from our
massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Ford Windstar. Edmunds has deep data on over 6
million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Home Ford Ford Windstar. Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Disconnected ride and handling, poor interior space utilization, noisy V6
engine, poor reputation for reliability. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale.
Edmunds' Expert Review Though safe and powerful, the Windstar suffers from poor packaging
and floppy handling. AdvanceTrac stability control system was supposed to be available for ,
but it was postponed. It makes its appearance for the model year. The LX base trim level is
rechristened to Windstar. Sponsored cars related to the Windstar. Most helpful consumer
reviews 3. Side Impact Test Acceptable. The Edmunds experts tested the Windstar both on the
road and at the track. You probably care about Ford Windstar fuel economy, so it's important to
know that the Windstar gets an EPA-estimated 18 mpg. And then there's safety and reliability.
Learn more. To determine whether the Ford Windstar is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic
consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the
Windstar. Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to
compare the Windstar's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to
consider if you're wondering whether the For
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d Windstar is a good car. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature availability
should all be factors in determining whether the Windstar is a good car for you. Check back
soon for the official Edmunds Rating from our expert testing team Learn more. Other versions
include: LX Standard 4dr Minivan 3. If you're interested in the Ford Windstar, the next question
is, which Windstar model is right for you? Windstar variants include LX Standard 4dr Minivan 3.
What do people think of the Ford Windstar? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have
compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Ford Windstar and all model years in our

database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team
of expert car reviewers. Which Ford Windstars are available in my area? Can't find a new Ford
Windstars you want in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I
lease or buy a Ford Windstar? Check out Ford lease specials. Sign Up.

