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The original Golf Mk1 was a front-engined, front-wheel drive replacement for the air-cooled ,
rear-engined, rear-wheel drive Volkswagen Beetle. Historically, the Golf is Volkswagen's
best-selling model and is among the world's top three best-selling models , with more than
thirty million built as of June Initially, most Golfs were 3-door hatchbacks. The cars have filled
many market segments, from being a basic, everyday car, to a high-performance hot hatchback.
The Volkswagen Golf has won many awards throughout its history. In May , [6] Volkswagen
presented the first-generation Golf as a modern front-wheel-drive, long-range replacement for
the Volkswagen Beetle. September saw the introduction of the second-generation Golf Mk2 that
grew slightly in terms of wheelbase, exterior and interior dimensions, while retaining, in a more
rounded form, the Mk1's overall look. Although it was available on the home market and indeed
most other left-hand drive markets by the end of , it was not launched in the UK until March The
Mk2 GTI featured a 1. A Mk2-based second generation Jetta was unveiled in January There was
no Mk2-based cabriolet model; instead, the Mk1 Cabriolet was continued over the Mk2's entire
production run. The third-generation Golf Mk3 made its home-market debut in August and again
grew slightly in comparison with its immediate predecessor, while its wheelbase remained
unchanged. For the first time ever, a Golf estate Golf Variant joined the line-up in September
although most markets did not receive this model until early At the same time, a completely new
Mk3-derived Cabriolet was introduced, replacing the year-old Mk1-based version with one based
on the Mk3 Golf platform from to early The Mk3 Golf Cabrio received a Mk4-style facelift in late
and was continued until The Mk3 continued to be sold until in the United States, Canada and
parts of South America, also in Mexico as a special edition called "Mi" basically a Golf CL
4-door with added air conditioning, special interior, original equipment OEM black-tinted rear
brake lights, and anti-lock brakes ABS , but without a factory-fitted radio. The "i" in "Mi" is
coloured red, which designates that multi-point fuel injection was equipped and the 1. Heated
seats were offered on all trims. There was no Mk4-derived Cabriolet, although the Mk3 Cabriolet
received a facelift in late that consisted of bumpers, grill and headlights similar to those of the
Mark IV models. As with the earlier three versions of the Golf, the UK market receive each
version several months later than the rest of Europe. The hatchback version was launched there
in the spring of and the estate some 12 months later around the same time as the Bora. New
high-performance models included the 3. The two models were VW Canada's entry-level
offerings. They received a significant refresh for the model year, including revised headlamps,
taillamps, front and rear fascias, sound systems, and wheels. Both models were offered only
with the 2. They were the only entry-level offerings with an optional six-speed automatic
transmission. Production of the European variant of the Golf Mk4 ceased at the end of the
model year. Production of the U. In North America, Volkswagen brought back the Rabbit
nameplate when it introduced the vehicle in In Canada, the Golf is still the prevalent nameplate
of the fifth generation though both Rabbit and Golf have both been used historically. The North
American base model is powered by a 2. A GTI version is powered by a turbocharged version of
the 2. Volkswagen also introduced the "Fast" marketing concept for the US market, "dedicated
to the 'fast' that lives inside every driver," with a character animating the concept and
purchasers of the GTI Mk5s receiving a plastic figurine of the Fast. The GTI version is the only
version on sale in Mexico. It is marketed in certain markets, including European markets and
Mexico as Bora. It was followed in by a new Golf Variant. The front ends of the car are the same,
with the only difference being that the GLI is a sedan, while the GTI is a hatchback. Later models
of the Mk5 introduced the 1. In a comparison test conducted by Car and Driver Magazine, the
Rabbit won vs eight small cars. It was praised for its driving position, instruments, and engine;
and was criticized for road noise, seating, and poor fuel economy. The Rabbit also placed first
in their final comparison in December The design is said to be more aerodynamic, helping fuel
efficiency, and is quieter than its predecessor. Following criticism of the downgraded interior
trim quality of the Mk5 Golf in comparison to the Mk4, Volkswagen opted to overhaul the interior
to match the quality with the Mk4 Golf, while maintaining the same user friendliness from the
Mk5. The car is also cheaper to build than its predecessor; Volkswagen claims it consequently
will be able to pass these savings on to the customer. The Mk6 Jetta was released in Mexico in
mid, and by late it was available in all markets. New on the Golf is the optional Volkswagen
Adaptive Chassis Control not available in the North American market , which allows the driver
to select between 'normal', 'comfort' and 'sports' modes, which will vary the suspension,
steering and accelerator behavior accordingly. In North America, the Mk5 version was originally
sold as the Rabbit from to In , Volkswagen brought back the Golf nameplate with the mid-cycle
refresh. All three engines can be paired with a DSG dual-clutch 6-speed automatic or 6-speed
manual transmission in either a 3- or 5-door configuration. The use of a modular transverse
matrix assembly kit enables the manufacturing of Golf models with gasoline, diesel, natural gas,
electric and hybrid drives from bumper to bumper at Volkswagen factories. In November ,

Volkswagen revealed a facelifted version Golf 7. With those models, comes a new economical
engine: 1. In terms of interior technology, the Golf now features a The most powerful Golf in the
range is the Golf R. In 3rd-party testing, it has been recorded at 4. The Rabbit Edition featured a
LED lighting package, "Vmax" spoiler, inch "Pretoria" alloy wheels painted in gloss black, no
sunroof, and clark plaid seats with red tags embroidered with the VW Rabbit logo. It rides on an
updated version of the MQB platform, with engine options consisting of compact petrol, diesel
and hybrid powertrains. At launch, the five-door hatchback was the only model available, with
the three-door hatchback having been discontinued due to poor sales. The Golf VIII's interior
receives a major overhaul with an entirely digital driver's display and digital control panel. All
Mk8's have advanced safety features available such as travel assist, Car2X and an oncoming
vehicle while braking function, the latter two of which are the first to be used on a production
Volkswagen model. The first of these was in the s, when VW took a standard Golf Mk1 and
converted it to electric power. By the time the Golf Mk2 came into production a limited number
of electric Golfs were made, using leadâ€”acid battery packs and a custom-made motor and
controller [ citation needed ]. VW continued with the production of limited numbers of
CityStromer electric cars with the introduction of the Golf Mk3. These vehicles are still used
today and have popularity in mainland Europe with only a few present in Great Britain. Only two
right-hand drive Mk2 CityStromers were built for the UK market and it is believed only one
remains today. These 10 vehicles have been in use since early Both battery systems offer high
power and energy density. The gasoline engine is used to support the electric heating system
when outdoor temperatures are low. Using guidelines for determining the fuel consumption of
plug-in hybrids, VW estimates a fuel consumption of 2. When the battery is fully charged, the
Golf Variant twinDRIVE is designed to maximize the share of pure electrical energy used for
driving, and only when longer distances are driven does the share of supplemental gasoline fuel
increase. The production version was expected to be based on Mk6 Golf featuring a 1. A total of
20 e-Golfs were allocated to the U. The Golf blue-emotion concept has a The vehicle's PRNDL
stick has an additional 'B' mode as found on some other electric vehicles to set the regenerative
braking effort to the maximum for sustained downhill travelling. For the model year, the e-Golf
received an update, which included improved range, better fuel economy, and more power than
the outgoing model. With a new In Norway , the e-Golf became available for pre-order on 25
February for delivery in June Over 1, cars were ordered that same day. In two months and a half
a total of Volkswagen e-Golf cars have been sold in Norway, surpassing initial Tesla Model S
sales which delivered units during its first two months in the Norwegian market. The e-Golf did
not have a liquid-cooled battery pack because strict testing showed high ambient temperatures
did not affect battery performance. Sales in Europe totaled 11, units in Production of the e-Golf
ended in December The GTE is powered by a 1. The all-electric mode can be activated at the
push of a button. Under the New European Driving Cycle , combined fuel economy is 1. The
vehicle can be recharged from a Type 2 charging point in approximately 2 hours, or from a
standard V wall outlet in approximately 4 hours. The GTE release to retail customers was
scheduled for the fourth quarter of Volkswagen Motorsport , the motorsport division of the
brand, built the Golf TCR touring car in for use in various international and national
competitions which use TCR regulations. Volkswagen Golfs are among the models included in
the September Volkswagen emissions scandal in which Volkswagen manufactured and installed
in their diesel vehicles a software program that manipulated the cars' vehicle emissions control
during testing, thereby violating numerous countries' regulations. From Wikipedia, the free
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Drivetrain Drivetrain Drive type Front wheel drive Transmission 6-speed manual. Fuel tank
capacity Engine Engine Torque lb-ft rpm Base engine size 2. Power Feature Power Feature
Power mirrors yes 2 one-touch power windows yes remote window operation yes remote
keyless power door locks yes Heated mirrors yes. Instrumentation Instrumentation compass
yes external temperature display yes trip computer yes tachometer yes low fuel level warning
yes clock yes. Driver seat with manual adjustable lumbar support yes cloth yes. Rear leg room
Rear shoulder room Dimensions Dimensions Front track Curb weight lbs. Gross weight lbs.
Cargo capacity, all seats in place Drag Coefficient 0. Length Maximum towing capacity lbs.
Ground clearance 5. Height EPA interior volume Wheel base Width Rear track Sponsored cars
related to the GTI. Suspension Suspension four-wheel independent suspension yes multi-link
rear suspension yes Front and rear stabilizer bar yes MacPherson strut front suspension yes.
Warranty Warranty Basic 4 yr. Drivetrain 5 yr. Rust 12 yr. Roadside 4 yr. Sign Up. Anthracite,
cloth Anthracite, leather. See GTI Inventory. Not only did it best the competitors at the track, it
handled better, had more space inside, and was the cheapest. Under the hood sits the venerable
2. That's not a complaint, mind you, this is a great engine. The model comes with FSI direct
injection and drive-by-wire throttle for maximum efficiency, and it shows. The valve turbo
churns out hp at rpm and lb-ft of torque from rpm up to , with a rpm redline. All that boosted
power is good for 0-to sprints in 6. What's really impressive is that it bested the Volvo by 0.
Helping the GTI reach those performance numbers is a dual-clutch DSG gearbox that rifles off
super-quick gear changes with either the paddles or the gear selector, or you can let sport
mode take care of it. Any way, the power is smooth and strong, not jerky and hesitant. If an
automatic isn't your style, you also can get a six-speed manual gearbox to row yourself.

Checking the DSG box on your order form also will get you Launch Control for quicker starts at
the track. Keeping this pocket rocket on the road is a fully independent, sport-tuned suspension
featuring MacPherson struts up front and a multilink setup out back. The new rearend separates
the shocks and springs for better suspension tuning. Up front, a new electromechanical
power-steering system generates more precise steering and better feedback. Outside, you get
halogen foglights, Xenon headlights, and some extra styling -- like red-painted brake calipers -to distinguish the GTI from the Golf. The GTI rolls on in. You are limited to only five color
options, though. Inside are five seats with plenty of room, as well as lots of cargo space. With
the seats up, you get a good Drop the seats and you have 46 cu ft to load anything that will fit
through the rear hatch. Speaking of seats, up front the driver and passenger get eight-way
power-adjustable seats with adjustable headrests and lumbar support standard. The nicely
bolstered seats also get the Easy Entry System for easy rear-seat access on two-door models.
Interior trim is mostly subdued, but there are some nice chrome accents on the dash and
gauges as well as some unique material on the seats. To keep you entertained, there's a
speaker sound system with in-dash six-CD changer with a theft-deterrent system, auxiliary input
jack, and Sirius Satellite Radio standard. You also can add an optional iPod jack in the center
console. If you like built-in nav systems, the GTI offers two packages with visual and audible
commands in the color screen in the center console and on the multifunction computer in the
dash. The difference between the packages is whether you want a center-console-mounted
six-CD changer or a built-in iPod connector. If you're looking for that little bit extra, the two- and
four-door models offer the optional Autobahn package that includes a power sunroof, heated
leather front sport seats, and heated windshield washer nozzles. And topping it all off is hour
roadside assistance for four years or 50, miles. In the end, the GTI is a strong all-around
performer. It's quick, comfortable, and roomy, and it handles like proper sports car. Whether
you prefer to work one clutch yourself or let the transmission work two of them, the GTI is a
solid bang-for-the-buck proposition. If you're looking for good fuel economy and plenty of
space, but don't want to give up sports-car speed and handling, the GTI is a good place to look.
New sport stance combined with performance features make the GTI even better. Sporty
performance is what the GTI was -- and is -- all about. The GTI is equipped with an ideal power
source to carry on that tradition. The 2. A fully-electronic engine management system includes
drive-by-wire throttle control and FSI direct injection for optimal fuel delivery, which increases
power and improves efficiency while reducing emissions. The Volkswagen 2. Combined with a
standard six-speed transmission, it accelerates the GTI from miles per hour in 7. Yet with
redline at just 6, rpm, power delivery is smooth and relaxed, evident by the 7. It bears noting
that the GTI with manual transmission delivers an EPA estimated 29 miles per gallon in highway
driving and 21 mpg in the city. All performance numbers improve when the GTI is equipped with
the optional, advanced automatic DSG r transmission charging from mph in 6. The dual-clutch
transmission utilizes direct shifting that automatically engages and disengages gears without
the need for a clutch pedal. A computer engages one clutch on the next gear needed, just as it
releases the other clutch from the previous gear. The shifts are seamless and happen without
the power loss associated with a traditional, clutched shift. The result is a controlled wheel-spin
at launch. The DSG transmission gives drivers a choice of fully-automatic operation, with no
further driver involvement necessary beyond selecting "D. The DSG with Volkswagen Tiptronic
r lets drivers shift gears up and down with a tap of the gearshift selector or finger-operated
shiftpaddles mounted to the steering wheel. Seats designed for the GTI offer maximum comfort
with the best possible side bolsters and sporty looks. Eight-way, manual sport fabric seats are
standard with adjustable head restraints in all seating positions. Both front seats also include
adjustable lumbar support. On two-door models, both front seats incorporate the Easy Entry
System for improved access to the rear seats. The GTI has a standard three-spoke steering
wheel, with aluminum trim, covered with perforated leather for a perfect grip. Aluminum also is
highlighted on the gearshift knob, the trim inserts and the pedal cluster. The standard stereo in
the GTI includes theft deterrence. GTI comes with a premium sound system and optional iPod
adapter with striking silver-finish radio buttons. Outside, the GTI is distinguishable by its large,
black honeycomb grille with a defining red strip outlining the radiator portion. The famous GTI
badge sits proudly at the front of the car on the passenger's side. The honeycomb design of the
grille is carried to the lower front fascia with halogen fog lights. Distinctive bumpers, widened
black sill panels and darkened headlight housings all add to the exterior appearance.
Low-profile summer performance tires are standard. Allseason tires are an available option.
Large disc brakes are nestled behind each wheel and are shod with red-painted calipers. Larger
inch alloy wheels are an available option. The GTI continues to impress as a driver's car, with
handling precision achieved using a new electromechanical power rack-and-pinion steering
system. This solution offers an extremely good "center feel" and contributes to confident

straight-line stability while delivering a desirable, connected-to-the-road feel. At the same time,
it provides the added capability of active-return steering and straight-ahead driving correction
assistance. Beneath the GTI is a fully independent, sports-tuned suspension. While employing
the proven independent McPherson strut architecture, the GTI's handling is enhanced by a
number of revisions that include a new strut-type axle that helps create a more direct steering
ratio and reduces body roll tendency in tight turns. New architecture for a rear running gear
includes separate mountings of springs and dampers for improved lower wishbone mounting
points and use of twin-sleeve shock absorbers. This advanced multi-link independent rear
suspension delivers a better blend of sporty performance and comfortable ride. It also allows
for a larger trunk opening and more cargo. Driver and front passenger front airbags, driver and
front passenger side thorax airbags, and Side Curtain Protection r supplemental restraint
systems are all standard. The GTI is offered as a two-door or four-door with an available
Autobahn package, which adds a power sunroof, top-level front sport seats with leather seating
surfaces, heated front seats, and heated windshield washer nozzles. For added assurance, all
new Volkswagen automobiles come with hour Roadside Assistance for four years or 50, miles
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debris removal from your windshield. If you've noticed your wipers chattering, streaking or not
making full contact with your windshield, it's time to replace them with Genuine VW Windshield
Wipers. Quick Buy. Neither you nor your VW can operate at a peak performance if you're not
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