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This page is for personal, non-commercial use. We found the Chevy HHR fun to drive. It isn't a
sports car, but it's nimble and we were pleased with its acceleration. The HHR feels more
responsive than its horsepower, torque, and transmission ratio numbers suggest. Plus, it gets
decent fuel economy. The cargo doors open via an instrument panel button. While it's plainer
inside and provides seating for only two, the Panel best exemplifies the early Suburban
heritage. On an autocross circuit, we found the SS model handled like a sports car. The HHR
interior isn't as functional as we'd like, however, and the base cloth fabric left us wishing we'd
ordered the optional leather. The Chevy HHR comes in two body styles, the four-door Utility
configuration with windows and back seats and the Panel truck with no side rear windows and
no back seat. The standard engine is a 2. The SS version has a 2. Each engine is available with a
five-speed manual or an optional four-speed automatic transmission. The changes for are
limited to three new exterior colors and a revision to the Cashmere interior color scheme. HHR
stands for Heritage High Roof, a reference to the early high-roofed Suburbans and panel
wagons that inspired its design. All rights reserved. We notice you're using an ad blocker.
Please consider allowing Autoblog. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are also how we
keep the garage doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our stories free for
you and for everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our site, we
promise to keep bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading Autoblog.
The Chevrolet HHR is a car-based retro-wagon that celebrates its Chevy heritage with styling
inspired by the iconic Suburban. Hide Full Review. Engine 2. Smart Buy Program is powered by.
See the value of your car and get a cash offer in minutes. Cash Out or Trade-In. Research
Another Vehicle. Allow Us! Here's how to disable adblocking on our site. Click on the icon for
your Adblocker in your browser. A drop down menu will appear. Select the option to run ads for
autoblog. The exact text will differ depending on the actual application you have running.
Refresh the Autoblog page you were viewing. Hey again! You still haven't turned off your
adblocker or allowed our site. It only takes a few seconds. You must be logged in to perform
that action. You must have JavaScript enabled to experience the new Autoblog. Please follow
the instructions below to enable JavaScript in your browser. The Chevrolet HHR is a good
choice for buyers looking for a compact wagon that's practical and distinctively styled. In SS
trim, it's even sporty to drive. They say imitation is the sincerest form of flattery. To find proof
for that old maxim, you need look no further than the Chevrolet HHR. When Chevy introduced
this compact wagon four years ago, it was clearly hoping to woo buyers away from the
well-established and wildly popular Chrysler PT Cruiser. But despite the fact that both vehicles
featured similar retro styling cues, the PT's broader range of engine choices and available
features made the HHR look like a case of too little, too late. The HHR's prospects have been
improving, though, thanks to thoughtful tweaks over the years. The model pretty much stands
pat, but last year Chevy added several important standard safety features, including stability
control, antilock brakes and side curtain airbags. Along with baked-in virtues like a comfortable
ride, a versatile interior with up to 63 cubic feet of cargo space and EPA fuel economy estimates
as high as 32 mpg highway, these continual improvements have pushed the HHR out from the
PT Cruiser's shadow. Another point in the HHR's favor is that Chevrolet offers it in three distinct
models. The regular four-door wagon is by far the biggest seller, but business owners or
ordinary folks who frequently haul bulky items will want to check out the Panel version, which
loses the rear seats and gains windowless rear doors and rear quarter panels. Those looking for
a healthy dose of performance along with their practicality can opt for the sporty SS model,
which makes the HHR much more fun to drive by virtue of its horsepower turbocharged engine
and sport-tuned suspension. The modish Kia Soul and Scion xB offer equally eye-catching
exteriors, plus similar fuel economy numbers and typically lower MSRPs, and the athletic Honda
Fit is better on gas and boasts a more flexible if not quite as commodious interior. The all-new
Mazda 3 hatchback can't match the HHR's cargo capacity, but its swoopier styling and superior
handling and build quality give it a definite edge with buyers looking for a more refined driving
experience. All that said, the Chevrolet HHR still manages to fill a unique niche in an appealing
way, and we think that makes it worth a test-drive. The front-wheel-drive Chevrolet HHR is
available in two different body styles: a traditional four-door, five-passenger wagon and a
two-seat Panel van. The Panel van has windowless rear cargo panel doors they open via remote
release , windowless rear quarter panels, cargo floor storage compartments and a rear amp
power point for electronic equipment. The midrange LT trim level is actually broken down into
two different variants. The 1LT includes upgraded inch wheels, a power driver seat and remote
start. The 2LT adds inch chrome alloy wheels, front foglights, color-keyed running boards, a
leather-wrapped steering wheel with audio controls, Bluetooth and a seven-speaker Pioneer
audio system with a subwoofer. The wagon-only SS model comes standard with the base
six-speaker stereo the Pioneer system is optional , but it gains a powerful turbocharged engine,

an exclusive sport-tuned suspension, inch alloy wheels, unique exterior styling details and
two-tone front sport seats and interior trim. Entry-level LS models offer very few options beyond
running boards, a rooftop luggage rack and a rear spoiler. The 1LT features a more extensive
list of extra-cost add-ons many of which are standard on the 2LT , including chrome wheels, a
sunroof, foglights, leather upholstery, heated front seats, Bluetooth and a USB port.
Additionally, the SS can be fitted with an optional Performance Package that includes a
limited-slip differential and Brembo front disc brakes. HHR buyers can choose from three
different engines. Entry-level LS and midrange 1LT models get a 2. Both engines come mated to
your choice of a standard five-speed manual transmission or an optional four-speed automatic.
Under the hood of the sportier SS version is a turbocharged 2. Those numbers drop off to hp
and lb-ft when the engine is fitted with the optional four-speed automatic. EPA fuel economy
ratings for the base model's 2. Opt for the 2. Stability control and side curtain airbags are also
standard, though front seat side-impact airbags aren't offered. Despite the absence of those
side-impact airbags up front, the HHR earned top five-star ratings for both front- and side
impacts in National Highway Traffic Safety Administration crash tests. The Insurance Institute
for Highway Safety also gave the HHR its highest "Good" rating for frontal-offset impacts, but
only an Acceptable rating second-highest for side impacts. The driving experience for the
Chevrolet HHR depends largely on the model in question. The softer suspensions found on
mainstream LS and LT versions deliver a cushy ride over rough roads but soggy handling
during spirited driving. Both non-turbocharged engines sound coarse when revved hard,
though the larger 2. The HHR SS is another story altogether with its potent turbo engine,
superior four-wheel disc brakes and firmer suspension tuning. The steering is noticeably
quicker than that of the base model, even though it still feels a bit vague. Note that the SS's
engine output is reduced by 10 hp and a significant 38 lb-ft of torque if you go with the
automatic transmission. In any form, though, the SS is a lot of fun to drive compared with its
less sporting siblings, and fuel economy remains quite good. The Chevrolet HHR also gets high
marks for its attractive and unusually quiet passenger cabin. Both front and rear-seat
passengers have ample head- and legroom. The standard cloth seats are comfortable enough,
though we found the better-bolstered optional leather seats to be noticeably more supportive.
The gauges are easy to see, and the stereo and climate controls are intuitive. Outward visibility
is very good on wagon models, though the same can't be said for the glass-deprived Panel
version. The most significant downside is the relatively cheap look and feel of some of the
interior plastics. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also
provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help you make informed
decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research the type of used car
you're interested in and then select a prew-owned vehicle from our massive database to find
cheap used cars for sale near you. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll
probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true,
provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the
car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a
month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three
years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. For Sale Review Features Save.
View Photos. Appraise this car. Underwhelming handling and braking in non-SS models, some
interior materials look and feel cheap. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for
sale. Find savings on the HHR for sale near you. See Pricing. Sign up for price drop alerts. Be
the first to know when prices drop near Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. Not much is
new for the Chevy HHR this year other than an optional rearview camera late availability. Read
more. Write a review See all 30 reviews. Chevy building good cars again. Handling better than
my MiniCooper S except for turning radius but then that should be obvious. Then strayed for 20
years. Back again with this great little truck. Love retro and this vehicle is true to that while
being very reliable. Read less. I am blown away by the performance. It'll do mph. I've had it up to
, and it wasn't even breathing hard. It handles "as if on rails. It has enough space for all my
equipment. Sound system is good, not great. I would install a custom stereo system on my next
vehicle. The factory tires are wearing like iron. But the best feature of all is the mileage - I'm
averaging All in all, it is almost the perfect vehicle. The dealer had the SS left over in his
inventory from and wanted to get rid of the truck. I only have miles on the SS, but so far it is a
kick to drive. The booster kit kicks up the performance to hp, pounds of torque. This little guy
screams and will keep up with my G infinity. The ride is great, and handles well. You know the
HHR is what it is - an inexpensive fun ride. If you are looking for big hauler buy a big truck - this
is just a fun ride netting me an average of 27 MPG. So far so good. Instant acceleration even
with the automatic. SS seats are very comfortable, with an excellent Pioneer sound system! This
year they moved the turbo gauge to the middle of the top of the dashboard which use to be a

storage compartment for the Super Sport line. Very easy ingress and egress. Write a review.
Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. See full
safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 3. Sponsored cars related to the HHR. Sign
Up. New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type keyword s to search. Trim Select Trim. Drivetrain Front
Wheel Drive. Engine Order Code LE8. Fuel System SFI. Maximum Horsepower RPM Maximum
Torque RPM Cooling System Capacity quarts 7. Transmission Order Code MM5. Transmission
Description Manual. Number of Transmission Speeds 5. First Gear Ratio :1 3. Second Gear Ratio
:1 1. Third Gear Ratio :1 1. Fourth Gear Ratio :1 0. Fifth Gear Ratio :1 0. Reverse Ratio :1 3. Final
Drive Axle Ratio :1 4. Clutch Size NA. Fuel Economy and Range. Fuel Tank. Exterior
Dimensions. Wheelbase inches Length inches Width, without mirrors inches Height inches
Front Track Width inches Rear Track Width inches Minimum Ground Clearance inches 6.
Liftover Height inches NA. Interior Dimensions. Total Passenger Volume cubic feet Front Head
Room inches Front Leg Room inches Front Shoulder Room inches Front Hip Room inches
Cargo Area Dimensions. Cargo Bed Height inches NA. Steering Type Variable electric. Steering
Ratio :1 Turns, lock to lock 3. Front Suspension Type Independent. Rear Suspension Type
Semi-independent. Brake Type Power. Anti-Lock-Braking System 4-Wheel. Front Brake Rotors,
diameter x thickness inches Rear Brake Rotors, diameter x thickness inches NA. Rear Drums,
diameter x width inches 9. Wheels and Tires. Front Wheel Material Steel. Rear Wheel Material
Steel. Spare Wheel Size inches NA. Spare Wheel Material NA. Spare Tire Size NA. Maximum
Towing Capacity pounds NA. Maximum Trailer Weight, dead weight hitch pounds Maximum
Tongue Weight, dead weight hitch pounds Maximum Trailer Weight, weight distributing hitch
pounds Maximum Tongue Weight, weight distributing hitch pounds Weight Information. Base
Curb Weight pounds Total Option Weight pounds 0. Maximum Payload Capacity pounds NA.
Curb Weight NA. Maximum Alternator Capacity amps NA. Wheels, 16" Mirror, spotter, located in
corner of right and left outside mirrors. XM Radio is standard on nearly all GM models and
includes 3 months of trial service. Get over channels, including: commercial-free music, sports,
news, talk, entertainment, comedy, family and kids' channels, and much more. With XM's
incredible range of programming, everything worth listening to is on XM Requires a
subscription sold separately by XM after the first 90 days. Available only in the 48 contiguous
United States and District of Columbia. Visit gm. Seats, front bucket includes rear cargo area.
Steering wheel, urethane with mounted Driver Information Center and cruise controls.
Instrumentation with speedometer, fuel gauge, tachometer and Driver Information Center with
outside temperature, warning messages and programmable menu features. Rear power plug
connector 40 amp battery service circuit with 10 amp accessory or run service circuit, 15 amp
delayed accessory service circuit and a ground circuit. Designed for installation of electronic
equipment that requires up to 40 amp battery service. Traction control, all-speed, full function.
Air bags, dual-stage, frontal, driver and front passenger with infant only suppression Always
use safety belts and the correct child restraints for your child's age and size. Even in vehicles
equipped with air bags and the Passenger Sensing System, children are safer when properly
secured in a rear seat in the appropriate infant, child or booster seat. Never place a rear-facing
infant restraint in the front seat of any vehicle equipped with an active frontal air bag. See the
Owner's Manual and child safety seat instructions for more safety information. Air bags, head
curtain side-impact, front and rear outboard seating positions Head curtain side air bags are
designed to help reduce the risk of head and neck injuries to front and rear seat outboard
occupants on the near side of certain side-impact collisions. Always use safety belts and the
correct child restraints for your child's age and size, even in vehicles equipped with air bags.
Children are safer when properly secured in a rear seat in the appropriate infant, child or
booster seat. Not available with a ship-to of Puerto Rico or the Virgin Islands. Visit onstar. Crash
Test Results. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. Overall, it's a well-orchestrated machine
that provides practical cargo space and decent performance. Its basic architecture is similar to
that of the Chevrolet Cobalt, with a lineup of four-cylinder engines providing reasonably
fuel-efficient operation. From the outside there's not much else on the road that can match the
HHR on styling. The interior is much more "normal" and carlike, with the exception of a slightly
higher seating position. Once again, the vehicle is available in two different body styles: a
traditional four-door, five-passenger wagon and a two-seat Panel van. The HHR Panel van is
geared toward small-business use, with windowless rear cargo panel doors and windowless
rear quarter panels, along with cargo-floor storage compartments and a rear amp power point
for electronic equipment. The basic Chevrolet HHRs are offered with the choice of one of two
different four-cylinder engines: a 2. A standard five-speed manual transmission or optional
four-speed automatic comes with either engine on this front-wheel-drive vehicle. Additionally, a
remote start feature is offered with the 2. Last year variable valve timing was added to the base
2. Fuel economy was also improved, yielding a driving range of up to miles between service

station stops with this more efficient engine. It should be noted that regardless of the
transmission, performance isn't anything to shout about, though it's still decent for this class.
Powering the SS is a turbocharged and direct-injected 2. Equipped with the manual
transmission, the SS has a top speed of more than mph. Non-SS versions of the HHR have a
very soft suspension, and it's not very nimble for tight corners or quick maneuvers, but the HHR
LT and SS models include a sport-tuned suspension that doesn't sacrifice too much ride
quality. The electric power steering in the HHR is a disappointment; it's just too light and
imprecise in standard versions, though the revised tuning in the SS is an improvement.
Although the Chevrolet HHR has a versatile, roomy cargo space that can accommodate a lot of
groceries or small pieces of furniture, the HHR is only fair for passengers. Headroom is rather
tight, and the front seats provide a pushed-upward driving position that some drivers might like
but others will consider odd. Interior appointments aren't anything special; there's a lot of drab
plastic trim, and upholstery and materials are rental-car anonymous. On the bright side, the
HHR feels tight and refined most of the time, with surprisingly little road or wind noise. When it
comes to safety, the HHR hardly impresses either. Federal crash-test results are five-star for
frontal and side impact, but the insurance-supported IIHS rates the HHR just "acceptable" for
side impact and a concerning "marginal" in the seat-based rear-impact test. Stability control
and side curtain airbags are standard as well, though front seat side-impact airbags aren't
offered. Chevrolet has decided not to muck with the successful formula, with the only changes
for consisting of an optional rearview camera and the elimination of the sporty SS trim for the
HHR Panel body style. From the outside, there's not much else on the road that can match the
HHR on styling. Edmunds considers the Chevrolet HHR, which Chevrolet has said was inspired
by the Suburban, "a modern take on the expressive, big-fendered American vehicles of the late
s. Across the board, the styling on the Chevy HHR garners a mixed reception from reviewers. A
special HHR SS version, whichâ€”most notably from a styling standpointâ€”has larger wheels
and flashier rims that give it a different sense of proportion, first appeared in It receives some
sweet design cues to highlight the vehicle's high-performance drivetrain. Sadly, the retro theme
doesn't translate that strongly in the interior, the styling of which appears similar to the rest of
the GM range. The general consensus across the board is that both of these engines aren't
going to win any awards for passing or acceleration, though they remain spirited and
economical. Edmunds finds the 2. Autoblog states that in the SS "the automatic loses out on
power by a few dozen horses and offers a more sedate driving experience," while also
recommending that you "stick to the manual so you don't miss out on the awesomeness that is
the launch control and no-lift shifting. In terms of fuel economy, the Chevrolet HHR can be best
described as frugal. Autoblog suggests that one should "hold off the throttle pedal a bit and
you'll be able to get near 30 mpg on the highway. ConsumerGuide points out that "Chevrolet
recommends premium-grade gas for SS and 2. If you're expecting any sort of performance, the
SS is the only trim that should be considered. Headroom is rather tight, and the front seats
provide a pushed-upward driving position that some drivers might like but others will find odd.
Reviewers across the board highlight the lack of passenger comfort the Chevrolet HHR affords.
Edmunds finds that the Chevrolet HHR's "standard cloth buckets are not as comfortable as we'd
like, but the optional leather seats are better cushioned and more supportive," while the editors
from Cars. The Chevrolet HHR really excels when it comes to storage space and cargo,
however. Edmunds claims that "maximum cargo capacity is among the class leaders at 63
cubic feet," and Cars. The HHR, while not winning any awards for interior quality, covers the
basics. According to Cars. SS models have slightly sportier trim that neither enhances nor
detracts from the overall ambiance. In terms of driving refinement, the Chevrolet HHR isn't
anything to crow about. According to ConsumerGuide, "wind rush is well controlled, but engine
buzz intrudes during acceleration. The turbo four-cylinder whines, even under light throttle
conditions. All [Chevrolet HHR] models suffer from noticeable coarse-surface tire thrum. When
it comes to safety, the HHR hardly impresses. Stability control and side curtain airbags are also
standard, though front seat side-impact airbags aren't offered. Opinions among reviewers on
outward visibility are split. Edmunds applauds the "impressive outward visibility for the regular
wagon models," whereas Cars. This wagon's unique shape results in a relatively short
windshield, which in turn leads to wide windshield pillarsâ€”that get in the way when checking
for cross traffic or pedestrians. The panel-wagon version, which was intended as a work
vehicle, has bad rear visibility due to the omission of certain windows. ConsumerGuide reports
that the vehicle's "features availability are competitive" in this segment and price range. Kelley
Blue Book states that one of their favorite features is the "front-mounted auxiliary input jack
[that] makes it easy to connect any MP3 player or other audio source to the HHR's sound
system. Edmunds points out that "major options for the LT include remote vehicle starting
included with the Chevrolet HHR automatic transmission , leather seating with heated front

seats, in-dash CD changer, satellite radio and a sunroof. Subaru Tesla Toyota Volkswagen
Volvo. Research By Category Body Style. Start a Loan Request Form Today! Used Cars. By
Make. TrailBlazer Traverse Trax. Used By Year. Reviews Specs Photos Inventory. Likes
Versatile, cargo-friendly layout Ride comfort. Dislikes Transmission only has four speeds Tight
headroom Gauges too small Placement of power window controls. Buying tip If you want to
keep your budget low, don't drive the Chevrolet HHR SS; though it's "the performance model,"
it's better in virtually every way, so you might not be able to step back to the other models. The
Chevrolet HHR has love-it-or-hate-it styling, but it should appeal to those who want good cargo
capability in an economical ride. The editors of TheCarConnection. Review continues below.
Used Chevrolet HHR for sale near change location. Continue Reading. The Car Connection
Consumer Review. Rate and Review your car for The Car Connection! Tell us your own ratings
for a vehicle you own. Rate your car on Performance, Safety, Features and more. September 23,
Overall Rating. Was this review helpful to you? Rating breakdown on a scale of 1 to 10?
Compare the Chevrolet HHR against the competition. Used Jeep Patriot cars. All Rights
Reserved. Stock photography by izmo, Inc. Read our Cookie Policy. The monthly payment is
based on the price of this vehicle assuming it is financed. If you choose to lease, you can also
use the payment calculator to determine your lease terms. Unlike other websites and
magazines, our ratings are not based solely on a singular road test, but rather a more
encompassing batch of criteria: quality, safety, comfort, performance, fuel economy, reliability
history and value. When comparing vehicles using our Rating System, it's important
1998 ford ranger manual locking hubs
toyota highlander weight
2008 ford fusion parts diagram
to note that the rating earned by each vehicle correlates only to the models within its class.
Only the most exceptional vehicles achieve this rating. Very good and close to being the best
vehicle in its class. Decent, but not quite the best. Often affordable, but lacking key features
found in vehicles of the same class. Not recommended, and lacking attributes a car buyer would
come to expect for the price. Below are all exterior and interior colors for the Chevrolet HHR.
Colors generally differ by style. Saved Vehicles 0 Saved Searches 0. Cars Direct. Est Monthly
Loan. Incentives Incentives that help lower the selling price of a vehicle. Money Factor
Represents the interest charged on a lease. May require top-tier credit to qualify for the best
rates. Get Custom Lease Quote Reset. You can interpret our ratings in the following way: 5-Star:
Outstanding vehicle. Simply does not deserve to be on the road. New Car Quick Quote
Chevrolet. Please select a model Select Model. Get Your Price.

