2011 porsche cayenne s

Then this mid-level Cayenne S arrived at our traffic-choked offices and began making friends
immediately even without the press-launch perks. To begin with, it looks far more refined than
its gape-mouthed predecessor. From every angle the lines appear sleeker, tauter, prettier, and
tidier despite having grown almost 2 inches longer and 0. Panamera parts improve the style and
function of the enlarged interior considerably. The array of buttons appears intimidating at first,
but the degree to which a driver can tailor the information presented on the center-stack screen
and the reconfigurable gauge-cluster display is remarkable, and it's fairly easy to figure out
after just a bit of button twiddling. Our Cayenne's first task was to climb onto the scales for a
test of those improbable pound weight-loss claims. Sure enough, at a still portly pounds, it
tipped the scales plus pounds lighter than our last S. Next stop was the drag strip, where the
weight-savings, added power up 15 horses from last year , and closer gear spacing in the new
eight-speed automatic helped the S accelerate to 60 mph in 5. Quarter-mile sprints happen in
That should about line up with the heavier BMW X5 xDrive50i and rank just ahead of the
six-cylinder sporty utes but well behind the racy Infiniti FX50 Jump on the other pedal and our
Cayenne S lays down the fourth best stop of any SUV in our records, requiring just feet to stop
from 60 mph four of the ten other utes that stop in feet were Cayennes. Spin the steering wheel
and the news gets even better, as this Cayenne out-cornered everything we've ever classified as
an SUV, logging a decidedly carlike 0. Ditto its figure-8 performance, which ties the burly Grand
Cherokee SRT8 circulating the course in We all know that liars can figure and figures can lie, so
the chief staff skeptic yours truly climbed aboard the Cayenne S for a run up to Monterey on
some of California's twistiest byways, including the demandingly tight, undulating, and at times
poorly paved Carmel Valley Road. I was pleasantly surprised to discover true Porsche DNA in
this type of running. The steering weight and accuracy conform to sports-car norms, even if the
information filtering back up from the road is a bit less newsy than in a Thusly hunkered down,
it follows every dip and camber-change like a Magnum roller-coaster car. Ride quality is
borderline harsh, but the minimal weight transfer makes the most of the abundant grip
generated by the inch Michelin Latitude Sport rubber. Similarly, the standard steel brakes
possess uncanny reserve, always capable of delivering a bit more whoa when that blind corner
turns out to be tighter or more precipitous than anticipated. Dial PASM back to the normal or
comfort settings, and the throttle response and transmission shifting relax along with the
dampers. Ride comfort and permissible body roll are both increased, and the driver's heart rate
naturally slows. Press the "Auto-Stop" button, and the Cayenne's heart will stop at traffic lights
but not its electrically powered air conditioning. For some reason this feature defaults to "off"
every time the vehicle re-starts. Our final task for the Cayenne was to tame some rutted dirt and
silt trails and hills. Press the button with the mountain image on it, and the various electronic
systems optimize themselves for moderate off-roading. We easily scaled a steep hill of soft,
loose sand and gravel at a snail's pace a much more difficult task than charging up,
shot-peening the undercarriage with gravel. Hill-descent control maintains a similar walking
pace on the downhill, or just select the shorter first gear and the closed throttle will maintain
about 11 mph. We're sorry we doubted you Ronnie. Close Ad. Watch Originals. Join
MotorTrend. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. More about the Cayenne. Starting MSRP. Drivetrain on demand 4WD yes Center
limited slip differential yes Transmission 8-speed shiftable automatic Drive type Four wheel
drive descent control yes hi-lo gear selection yes mechanical center differential yes. Fuel tank
capacity Engine Torque lb-ft rpm Base engine size 4. Power Feature Power mirrors yes remote
window operation yes 4 one-touch power windows yes remote keyless power door locks yes
Heated mirrors yes. Instrumentation low fuel level warning yes clock yes external temperature
display yes trip computer yes tachometer yes. Front Seat Dimensions bucket front seats yes
height adjustable passenger seat yes 8 -way power passenger seat yes height adjustable driver
seat yes Driver seat with power adjustable lumbar support yes 8 -way power driver seat yes
Passenger seat with power adjustable lumbar support yes leather yes. Rear Seat Dimensions
Split-folding rear seatback yes folding with pass-thru center armrest yes rear ventilation ducts
yes. Dimensions Front track Maximum cargo capacity Curb weight lbs. Gross weight lbs. Cargo
capacity, all seats in place Drag Coefficient 0. Angle of approach Angle of departure Maximum
towing capacity lbs. Ground clearance 8. Height Wheel base Width Rear track Sponsored cars
related to the Cayenne. Suspension four-wheel independent suspension yes multi-link rear
suspension yes Front and rear stabilizer bar yes double wishbone front suspension yes.
Warranty Basic 4 yr. Drivetrain 4 yr. Rust 10 yr. Roadside 4 yr. See Cayenne Inventory. Sign Up.
The new Cayenne is deceptively large. On the outside, its trimmer appearance makes it look
much smaller than the previous version. It is, however, not only bigger than the RAV4 but also
larger in almost every measure than the original Cayenne. The wheelbase is up 1. With the
second-row seats upright, the Cayenne now accepts another five cubic feet of whatever you

want to cram into it, bringing the total to 24 cubes. Porsche engineers rejiggered the
all-wheel-drive system, the chassis, the body, the electrical components, and more, yielding an
overall loss of about pounds model to model, according to Porsche, even with structural
reinforcements helping stiffen the shell. Our scales confirm it. This test vehicle weighed
pounds, fewer than the last Cayenne S we tested. A new transmission with two more forward
ratiosâ€”there are eight nowâ€”helps to achieve EPA ratings of 16 mpg city and 22 highway.
Nonetheless, with hp now at an even , the drivetrain improvements enable the Cayenne S to hit
60 mph in 5. Those numbers are an improvement of a half-second to 60 and 0. Dancing on a set
of optional inch wheels wrapped in Michelin Latitude Diamaris rubber, the Cayenne S is
extremely agile. The steering requires little effort and returns enough feedback to inspire
confidence near the limit, which, at 0. While remaining neutral at lower cornering speeds, the
Cayenne responds to extreme loads with some understeer, although not to a terribly frustrating
degree. There is a noticeable difference in ride quality when switching from the cushier comfort
mode to the firm, but not totally punishing, sport. Stability control takes some cues from PASM
as well, being rather lax and allowing some fun in sport mode, in spite of not being very tolerant
in comfort. Normal is, well, between the two others. The function can be turned on and off with a
button in the center stack. Some of us were a little wary of how the system would perform, but
we came away impressed by its quickness. We tried repeatedly to move our foot from the brake
to the gas before the engine could start left-foot braking not allowed but rarely succeeded.
Under our two-ton right feet, the Cayenne S managed only 14 mpg overall. As with any Porsche,
restraint is a requirement when ticking options boxes. All Porsches have black-and-white crests
on the center caps, but you have to pay extra to get someone to color them in. New Cars.
Buyer's Guide. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. The Best Sedans of Best EVs
and Hybrids of Best Pickup Trucks of Best Minivans and Vans of Best Station Wagons of View
Photos. Larger, but Not Lumpier The new Cayenne is deceptively large. Expand Collapse. This
content is created and maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users
provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar
content at piano. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From Instrumented Tests. A
majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I had the report. Vehicle
imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with us and we have a lot
of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant Access. We offer you
unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions. Trusted by millions of
users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to detect mileage rollback?
Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the selling process of used cars.
However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though odometer fraud is difficult to
detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a car from the USA. There are a
few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service History of a Car. How
important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these questions and explains
the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can find the complete
history of service records. Make a VIN Search. The Good Active suspension equipment keeps
the Porsche Cayenne S stable while cornering, and air suspension allows for different ride
modes. The navigation system maps show topographical features and 3D building rendering.
The Bad The transmission displays torque converter sluggishness when shifting. Cabin tech
interfaces are not very intuitive. Be respectful, keep it civil and stay on topic. We delete
comments that violate our policy , which we encourage you to read. Discussion threads can be
closed at any time at our discretion. We occasionally see SUVs lowered, tricked out with some
performance gear, and given a sport trim label. These are usually barely less top-heavy than
their nonsport counterparts. The Porsche Cayenne S largely meets these expectations, handling
nimbly at high and low speeds, and using an efficient engine to hit 60 mph in about 5. With most
SUVs, we approach turns carefully, ever conscious of how inertia likes to play with 3 tons of

metal perched a foot off the ground. But not so the Cayenne S. We quickly grew comfortable
enough with its carlike stability to throw it recklessly into corners. But it does have limits. PDCC
uses the sway bars to actively counter body roll, while PASM provides active damping power to
the shocks, and can be adjusted by the driver between Normal and Sport modes. Additionally,
the air suspension lets the driver set the ride height of the Cayenne S. We bombed down an
excellent series of twisty mountain roads, with turns occasionally displaying signs
recommending 10 mph. The suspension technology does not entirely counteract the physics,
so we still felt the car lean a little, or the front end plow into understeer just a bit. All Cayennes
have all-wheel drive, and our Cayenne S also came with the optional Porsche Torque Vectoring
Plus system PTV Plus , which pushes the outside wheel harder in a turn than the inside wheel,
helping the car rotate better. We felt undeniable rotation while cornering this car, but felt it
could have been dialed up a little more. We are big fans of these stability and cornering
systems, but it feels as if they were nerfed in the Cayenne S in favor of making the car more
tractable for pedestrian tasks such as the daily commute or grocery runs. BMW's X5M felt like it
took much more advantage of similar technologies. Eight speeds Similarly, although the
eight-speed automatic works well as an all-purpose transmission, with smooth shifts and very
tall gears to improve freeway fuel economy, it falls just a little short of full sport performance.
Shifts, whether in manual or automatic modes, are not as snappy as we would like, making us
wait for that ever-desirable power. The transmission does some very cool things, such as
holding onto low gears following a turn, allowing for a quick buildup of speed. It did not
downshift aggressively in reaction to braking, but stepped down readily when we hit the gas.
Engaging the drivetrain's Sport mode, a separate button from the chassis Sport mode, made the
car more likely to stay in lower gears while increasing throttle response. Porsche's long history
of engine design pays off in the Cayenne S, with a direct-injection 4. As we mentioned above,
Porsche puts the 0-to mph time of the Cayenne S at 5. We found we could achieve that speed in
second gear easily. The V-8 bolts forward readily, but in normal traffic the Cayenne S can be a
little too jumpy. Modulating the gas pedal takes some finesse. But we appreciated the power on
tap when taking advantage of a gap in traffic. The air suspension, in Comfort mode, makes for a
reasonably smooth ride. Especially with the leather interior, cabin electronics, and seat heating
and cooling, we found the Cayenne S a desirable place to be when sitting in slow traffic. Direct
injection helps this V-8 deliver decent fuel economy for its size and power, with 16 mpg city and
22 mpg highway. We managed an even 17 mpg with a variety of city and freeway driving.
Optional voice We were surprised to find our Cayenne S had neither a voice command system,
nor any buttons on the steering wheel for audio control. Those features are optional for the
Cayenne S, an interesting choice when many luxury carmakers include them as standard. But
we did appreciate the clean look of the sport steering wheel, with its simple metal spokes and
solid shift paddles. Using a hard drive for map storage, this is one of the better-looking
navigation systems we've seen. Not only did the maps show a nice 3D rendering of downtown
San Francisco, but they included beautiful topographical features when we were out in the hills.
When guiding us toward a freeway off-ramp, colorful and explicit graphics blossomed on the
screen with a depiction of the roads. One feature we particularly liked was the system's
auto-zoom function. With a programmed destination, it zoomed way out during long stretches,
then focused in much more closely when we needed to make a turn. Inputting destinations by
address or POI was relatively easy, although not as intuitive as it could be. Trying to browse
around the map for a destination, we found the system sluggish. Colors used for routes, roads,
and traffic flow information were a little difficult to distinguish, as well. The Bluetooth phone
system did its job well, copying our phone's contact list and making it available onscreen. Call
quality was very good, with no audio breaks and a naturalistic sound. Audio sources for the
stereo are not as expansive as in some cars, with only terrestrial and satellite radio, a CD player,
a USB port for iPod integration or USB drives, and an aux input. As for navigation address
input, the interface for music selection can be less than intuitive. For example, after selecting an
artist or album from the iPod menu, we had to hit a Start Playback button to actually get music
started. Sound quality from the Bose system was well-balanced, with refined frequency output.
Neither treble nor bass was overemphasized, and both were pleasant. The system comprises 14
speakers and a watt amplifier, making it plenty powerful. But even when turned up to especially
loud levels, the system did not distort. In sum Although we found the Porsche Cayenne S falls a
little short of sports-car performance, it is far better than the majority of SUVs in this regard due
to its very advanced handling gear. The direct injection engine is also technically advanced,
producing its power efficiently. The Cayenne S earns extra points for its all-wheel-drive system,
which includes torque vectoring and off-road modes. For cabin tech, the car checks off most of
the boxes, and then adds icing on the cake with the detailed 3D maps in the navigation system.
We could hope for a slightly bigger nav screen, but we liked its functionality. The stereo was

very nice, but the audio quality didn't reach audiophile heights. A few available driver
assistance features, such as blind-spot detection, help the Cayenne S' cabin tech score. The
Cayenne S wins points for its exterior design, uniquely Porsche. It also offers most of the
practicality of the five-seat SUV design, with conv
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enient cargo space in the rear. Interface design could use some work, however, as there are not
many visual cues as to what to do next when entering destinations or selecting music. Pricing
Unavailable. Get Price. Cabin tech 8. Performance tech 9. Design 7. Roadshow Porsche Porsche
Cayenne S. Photo gallery: Porsche Cayenne S. The driver can adjust the handling
characteristics of the Cayenne S with controls below the shifter. The Cayenne S has plenty of
power, and the transmission's eight speeds help fuel economy, but gear changes are a little
sluggish. The air suspension lets you adjust the height of the vehicle, from cargo-loading level
to extreme clearance. Porsche upgraded the look of its navigation system maps for the Cayenne
S. After selecting music with the iPod interface, you must hit the Start Playback button. Best
Cars See all Chrysler Pacifica. Porsche's online GT3 configurator lets you create your dream
key fob, floor mats and owner's manual pouch. Discuss Porsche Cayenne S.

