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When a dirty duel filter is left for too long without cleaning or replacement, there is a good
chance it will become clogged, which can affect engine performance. The easiest way to tell if
your fuel filter is clean enough to work properly is to take it out and blow through it. If no air is
able to travel through the filter, it is too dirty and should be replaced. However, there are other
symptoms that can indicate a dirty fuel filter without it having to be removed for inspection. If
you can't start your vehicle or it seems to work extra hard to start, chances are that the fuel
filter is too dirty to work properly. Insufficient fuel to the engine can keep it from starting.
Alternatively, if the engine is running but not getting enough fuel, it can suddenly stall out at
stoplights or while you are traveling up steep hills. Another good sign that your fuel filter needs
to be cleaned or replaced is poor acceleration. Your vehicle may behave normally up to a
certain speed but lack the fuel supply to go any faster or speed up briskly. If your vehicle
backfires or exhibits jerky movement while misfiring, you should check the fuel filter to see if it
is clogged. Another symptom is a foul odor coming from the exhaust.. Rachael Gerkensmeyer
has been writing since Her articles express a wide range of knowledge on many subjects
including travel, budgeting, family issues, and home and garden. Gerkensmeyer's work can be
found both online and in print for such publications as the "Hawaii Tribune Herald," "Michigan
Weekly," FitDay and Bestcovery. She holds an Associate of Arts in nutrition, diet and health
sciences. Additional Dirty Fuel Filter Clues If your vehicle backfires or exhibits jerky movement
while misfiring, you should check the fuel filter to see if it is clogged. The symptoms of a
clog?ed fuel filter in a diesel car show up in the way an automobile starts or runs during
acceleration. The fuel filter is a fuel system component through which diesel fuel passes,
cleaning debris from the fuel and trapping it inside or by the fuel filter. This filtering of debris
builds up in the fuel filter over time, causing the fuel filter to clog. A good sign or symptom the
fuel filter is clogged in a diesel car is the car will not start when the ignition Is turned. The diesel
car acts as though it is out of gas; the diesel engine turns over, but does not start. The clogged
fuel filter is preventing gasoline from flowing into the injectors to enable the diesel engine to fire
up. The first thing a diesel car owner must check is the quantity of fuel in the vehicle. If there is
plenty of fuel in the gas tank, then the fuel filter is the most likely culprit. A sure symptom of a
clogged fuel filter is the diesel car will start missing out during acceleration. The fuel filter
collects small particles of debris which flow through the fuel line. When the fuel filter begins to
collect too many particles, the fuel filter does not allow enough diesel fuel to flow into the
engine while it is operating. The diesel car begins to jerk and jump during acceleration because
the fuel filter is beginning to become clogged. A diesel engine will begin to idle roughly and act
as though the engine is going to stall when the fuel filter is clogged. Once the diesel car is
started and allowed to run for a while to warm up the engine, the diesel car owner will notice the
engine sounds like it is choking. The engine will event stall and not start up again if the fuel
filter is clogged. The engine can even begin to shake while the car is idling because not enough
fuel is getting into the fuel injectors. Horacio Garcia has been writing since , beginning his
career as the spokesperson for Trinity Broadcast Network. Within 10 years Garcia was being
called upon to write speeches and scripts for several state and federal congressmen, local
broadcast networks and publications such as "Readers Digest. Auto Engine image by Andrew
Breeden from Fotolia. Rough Idle A diesel engine will begin to idle roughly and act as though
the engine is going to stall when the fuel filter is clogged. One of the worst problems that can
happen to your Chevy Silverado is a bad fuel filter. When the filter goes bad, it can limit the
amount of fuel that enters the engine. Without fuel, the vehicle will not run at all. With that in
mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel filter revolve around the vehicle stalling out. Fuel
filters have been making a rearward progression for the last 50 years, literally. It looked like a
little pill, and it would be quick and easy to replace. This was in the era of carbureted vehicles.
Fuel injection requires higher fuel pressure. Higher fuel pressure meant that a more robust fuel
filter would be required. This meant the fuel filter was no longer left under the hood. It was put
in the steel fuel line, between the gas tank and engine bay. These fuel filters were more reliable,
but they also were tougher to change. Repairing them means getting under the vehicle and
disconnecting steel fittings. The good news is, no matter how old your Silverado is, the
symptoms of a bad fuel filter are universal. And, fuel filters are cheap. Before taking anything
apart, check to see if your engines computer has any trouble codes saved in it. The engine may
throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue. Sometimes when there is
low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble code as well. The real
issue with diagnosing a bad fuel filter is that it resembles many other vehicular issues in terms
of symptoms. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the engine may start to feel
like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel filter can also feel a heck of a lot like a bad
catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is running out of wind when
you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you are unsure, check out



this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P trouble codes with a
scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter causing these symptoms. One of the best
indicators of a clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your Silverado is difficult to start. If your
car is difficult to start, a clogged fuel filter would probably not be the place to start looking,
especially if you are getting no trouble code for fuel pressure or the oxygen sensors. It could
certainly cause the problem though. A fuel pump that is going out is going to feel the same as a
bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging.
How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high pressure on its input side and
low pressure on its output side. They are both going to cause the same hesitation at high speed
and difficulty starting. The only way to truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides
of the line and get a reading from both. A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched whine
for a few seconds and can be heard with a sharp engine right after the ignition key is turned, but
before the starter is engaged. The symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other common
problems that can occur in the Chevy Silverado. Testing the filter and pressure on each side of
It are going to be the quickest ways to rule it out. If there is anything you would like to add,
please leave a comment below. Good luck! Hard to Start Engine One of the best indicators of a
clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your Silverado is difficult to start. A fuel filter sits
between your car's fuel pump and fuel injectors. Essentially it helps screen out any impurities in
the gasoline that your fuel pump may be sending toward your engine. By acting as a barrier and
removing these contaminants, the fuel filter protects your fuel injectors, your engine health, and
your car’'s overall performance. Since you won't always be looking directly at your fuel filter,
knowing the symptoms of a dirty filter can help you figure out the best way to fix your car or
truck's problems. Replacing the fuel filter is an easy job, but you should first make sure that
whatever trouble you're experiencing is indeed related to clogging in your filter. If your engine
keeps hesitating when you press down on the gas, you probably have a dirty or clogged fuel
filter. A clog means the flow of gas to the engine is restricted and this abnormal combustion
ultimately reduces the car's power and responsiveness. If the car or truck doesn't respond
when you accelerate or stumbles as it increases in speed, it could also be a sign of a dirty fuel
filter. Your engine needs a constant supply of fuel if it's going to run properly and efficiently. A
fuel filter that has become dirty will constrict the flow of gas to the engine, so the vehicle supply
is anything but constant. If the flow is excessively small, the car engine will stall. The more
often this happens, the more likely it is that you rengine has a dirty fuel filter that needs to be
replaced. Since your engine requires a mixture of gas and air in order to fire up, it won't start at
all if no gas is coming through. Failure to start is a definite sign of a dirty fuel filter or one that is
completely clogged. It needs to be replaced before the vehicle will start properly. Similarly, your
car or truck not starting at all can also be related to a dead battery or a deteriorating ignition. If
you've managed to rule those out, it's definitely time to consider the fuel filter may be the
culprit. If your fuel filter is dirty but not completely clogged, you'll experience hard starting with
your vehicle. It means that the supply of fuel to the engine is restricted so starting will become a
lot more difficult. However, be aware that a dirty fuel filter isn't necessarily the only cause of
hard starting in your car. The problem could also be in your plugs or your carburetor. Replacing
the fuel filter would be a good first step toward diagnosing the problem. If you have a dirty fuel
filter, the gasoline that reaches your engine will have impurities and your car won't perform as
efficiently. This particular symptom can be hard to recognize at first, since it's quite possible
that when pressing down hard on the gas pedal or cruising at highway speeds, you'll achieve
good performance. Even with a dirty fuel filter, gas can still get to the engine properly if the
pressure is high. At higher speeds, the fuel pressure would be providing ideal conditions for
efficient motoring. Since the engine demands more fuel at higher speed or loads, the engine will
not perform as well if fuel filter is clogged. | may idle fine, but stumble or stall when accelerating
or under load. We welcome your comments and suggestions. All information is provided "AS IS.
All rights reserved. You may freely link to this site, and use it for non-commercial use subject to
our terms of use. View our Privacy Policy here. Toggle navigation subscribe. Written by Chris
Nickson. To ensure our content is always up-to-date with current information, best practices,
and professional advice, articles are routinely reviewed by industry experts with years of
hands-on experience. Vehicle Repairs. Related Posts 05 Lacrosse water in gas. A 5 gallon gas
can was added to the car that had water in it. My moms bf wa Read More. Need help trying to
correct engine problem. Truck is misfiring pretty often John deere L Stalling after little use. I've
got a 98 ford taurus with av6 3. The rpm at idle will dr Related Posts Dual fuel filters. The forum
only designates "gasoline" engines, but this may apply anyway. Last year | got a new power
washer from Sam's Club with a Honda engine. Hi Had a new submersible well pump installed 9
days ago. Now house wate Microwave has a damp dirty smell while running. At first | thou?ht it
was the smell of the heating cooling system kicking i Popular Articles. By Marivic Fontanilla. By



Militsa Danova. By Cameron Sherber. By Garry Steck. Symptoms of a dirty fuel filter include
losing power while driving uphill, problems starting the car, stalling, grinding noises in the
engine, the smell of gas fumes and an engine that misfires frequently. An engine that hesitates
when the accelerator is depressed can also indicate a dirty fuel filter, especially when this
occurs at slow speeds. The job of the fuel filter is to keep debris out of the gasoline in a car.
When a fuel filter becomes dirty or clogged with debris, the flow of gasoline through the car is
impeded, and the fuel pump ends up working harder. Hesitations in the engine are a direct
result of the gasoline flow being impeded. This results in abnormal combustion and reduces the
engine's power, resulting in the hesitations during acceleration. Stalling occurs when the flow
of fuel through the engine is extremely restricted. Problems with starting can also be due to a
dirty fuel filter, since an engine requires a certain amount of gas to start the internal combustion
process. A dirty fuel filter can damage the fuelo‘oump if it is not replaced. Replacing a fuel filter
Is typically a fairly easy task. Fuel filters should be changed at least once a year. More From
Reference. How to Use a Personal Loan Calculator. Mailing a Letter to Japan? A fuel filter is a
filter in the fuel line that screens out dirt and dust particles from the fuel, generally made into
cartridges containing a filter paper. They are found in most internal combustion engines. So the
fuel filter protects your fuel injectors, your engine and your car in general. Fuel filters need to be
maintained at regular intervals. This is usually a case of simply disconnecting the filter from the
fuel line and replacing it with a new one, although some specially designed filters can be
cleaned and reused many times. If a filter is not replaced regularly, it may become clogged with
contaminants and cause a restriction in the fuel flow, creating a considerable drop in engine
performance as the engine struggles to draw enough fuel to continue running normally.
Replacing the fuel filter is very easy, but first of all, you should determine the main reason
related to clogging in your filter. The following clogged fuel filter symptoms will help you
identify the problem quickly with the intention of saving you from a damaged fuel tank in the
end. If you notice that your engine constantly hesitates as you push the gas pedal, you should
consider checking the fuel filter because it might have clogged. A clog means the flow of gas to
the engine is restricted and this leads to unusual combustion and the ultimate reduction of the
vehicle's power and reaction. A dirty fuel filter can cause a car to stumble when accelerating.
Stalling Sometimes, the engine will start without a problem. However, it will stop, when it is
supposed to be idle. If a fuel filter is clogged, a suffticient amount of fuel makes its way through
the fuel filter, when the vehicle is running, however, when the car is idling, the quantity of fuel is
inadequate. If it happens more often, then the reason is that your car has a dirty fuel filter. Not
Starting In order to start, your vehicle needs the combination of both air and gas. If the fuel filter
is clogged, there is little or no supply of fuel to the engine. A problem with the fuel filter leads to
starting issues. Failure to start is a definite sign of a dirty fuel filter or one that is completely
clogged. It needs to be replaced before the vehicle can start properly. Hard Starting If the fuel
filter is dirty, but not completely clogged, you can have trouble starting your vehicle. It means
that the supply of fuel to the engine is restricted so starting will become a lot more difficult. If
even after replacing the fuel filter you are still having hard starting issue, then the problem can
be with spark plugs. This symptom can be hard to recognize at first, because sometimes even
with a dirty fuel filter at high speeds, fuel can still get to the engine properly if the pressure is
high. At higher speeds, the engine pressure would be providing ideal conditions for efficient
motoring. Your car could idle and run, or it could hesitate, and stop when there is less power.
For Volvo C70 S70 2. Articles Menu. Read Articles Service culture diy diagnostic specials repair
tuning Read Articles by Make alfa romeo audi bmw cadillac chevrolet chrysler dodge fiat ford
hummer hyundai infiniti innovations repair tuning isuzu jaguar jeep kia land rover lexus mazda
mercedes-benz mini mitsubishi nissan porsche range rover saab subaru toyota volkswagen
volvo. Hesitating Engine If you notice that your engine constantly hesitates as you push the gas
pedal, you should consider checking the fuel filter because it might have clogged. Fuel filters
are a common service component found on virtually all vehicles equipped with internal
combustion engines. As is the case with most automotive filters, over time the fuel filter can
become excessively dirt?/ a€” to the point where it can no longer filter out particles efficiently, or
even restrict flow. Usually, a faulty fuel filter will produce any of the following 4 symptoms that
can alert the driver of an issue with the vehicle. One of the first symptoms commonly
associated with a bad or failing fuel filter is hard starting. A dirty fuel filter may restrict the fuel
system flow, or at least make it inconsistent, which can cause the vehicle to experience hard
starting. This is more likely if the filter on the vehicle has never been changed. Other symptoms
of a bad fuel filter fall under the category of engine performance issues. Sometimes the fuel
filter can become clogged to the point where it negatively affects engine performance. A
severely dirty or clogged fuel filter can cause the vehicle to experience several engine
problems:. Misfires or Hesitation: Under heavier loads, the clogged fuel filter may cause the



engine to randomly hesitate or misfire. This occurs as particles clog the filter and deplete the
fuel supply going to the engine. It tends to be more notable when accelerating. The engine may
also shake or stutter at different speeds, as the amount of fuel varies due to the dirty filter.
Stalling: If a clogged fuel filter goes unaddressed for too long, it may eventually cause the
engine to stall as ideal fuel flow dwindles. Extra stress and heavy loads placed on the engine
may instigate the stalling or, if you wait to focus on earlier warning signs, the engine could stall
shortly after starting the car. Decrease in Power and Acceleration: An overall lack of engine
power , especially noticeable when accelerating, can be caused by a dirty fuel filter. The car may
feel sluggish, or even go into limp mode and illuminate the Check Engine light. Fuel filter
problems can also cause the Check Engine Light to come on. Some vehicles come equipped
with fuel pressure sensors that monitor the pressure of the overall fuel system. A clogged fuel
filter may cause low pressure, which will set off the Check Engine Light to alert the driver a€” if
detected by the sensor. The Check Engine Light can be set off by a wide variety of issues, so
having the computer scanned for trouble codes is highly recommended. If you notice damage to
your fuel pump , it may be caused by a restricted fuel filter. The clogged fuel filter puts too
much pressure on the fuel pump and prevents the proper amount of fuel in the fuel tank from
reaching the engine. Most fuel filters are relatively inexpensive and easy to change. The most
popular service booked by readers of this article is Fuel System Inspection. Our certified mobile
mechanics perform over services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled
mileage maintenances, and will come to you with all necessar?/ parts and tools. Our certified
mobile mechanics make house calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair.
Fuel System Inspection Cost. Service Location. Car is Hard to Start One of the first symptoms
commonly associated with a bad or failing fuel filter is hard starting. Engine Performance
Problems Other symptoms of a bad fuel filter fall under the category of engine performance
issues. A severely dirty or clogged fuel filter can cause the vehicle to experience several engine
problems: Misfires or Hesitation: Under heavier loads, the clogged fuel filter may cause the
engine to randomly hesitate or misfire. Damaged Fuel Pump If you notice damage to your fuel
pump , it may be caused by a restricted fuel filter. Check Engine Light. Home Articles. The
statements expressed above are only for informational purposes and should be independently
verified. Please see our terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings.
YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related Articles. Recent Fuel System Inspection reviews. Excellent
Rating. Rating Summaay. Brandon 20 years of experience. Reguest Brandon. Did a good job.
Chevrolet Tahoe - Car does not shift from park to drive - Oviedo, Florida. He did his job with
ease and got me on the road running in no time. Michael 4 years of experience. Request
Michael. Raymond 37 years of experience. Request Raymond. Raymond was very
knowledgeable mechanic and through in his testing. | trust him for any future from your
mechanic. Arturo 27 years of experience. Request Arturo. Informative and efficient. Need Help
With Your Car? Related articles. What causes the P code? There may be one Read more.
Related questions Speed sensor keeps going bad and Check Engine Light is on. This may
potentially be related to a faulty transmission control module. As you may know, every time a
gear change is required, the car's computer activates a transmission solenoid, which directs
transmission fluid into the valve body to engage the Hi there. What is happening is the codes
are reading for a misfire on cylinder number 2 and the system is too lean on bank 2. Check the
spark plugs and the fuel ing'ector on cylinder 2 to see if Will not accelerate beyond 65 mph All
vehicles have serviceable fuel filters, in fact your vehicle has 4 or more such filters. That is,
EACH fuel injector has its own miniature filter basket so there are 4 potentially pluggable filters
right there. There are some obvious Browse other content. Schedule your Fuel System
Inspection today! Fuel System Inspection Price. How can we help? Read FAQ. The where fuel
filter is located in your car and the cost of fuel filter replacement. No matter the type of engine
you have traditional or diesel , all vehicles have fuel filters that cleans the oil before it reaches
to the engine. However, this dirty job makes filters especially vulnerable to debris buildups, and
once the filter becomes clogged, you will begin to see symptoms as warning signs which need
to be attended to immediately. Below are 12 symptoms of a clogged fuel filter and how to tell if
fuel filter is bad. Related Articles: How to fix a fuel pump without replacing it Temporary fuel
pump fix. Any weak fuel filter will cause the engine to misfire and perform very low. Once this
happens, immediate cleaning will help, but the best will be a full replacement. However, if the
fuel efficiency starts to suffer or the engine behaves in an abnormal wa?/, then you need to
change your filter. This fuel filter job is to keep sediments and other pollutants from getting into
the combustion chamber. And to achieve this, the fuel filter keeps all the polluted particles
inside its own chamber, but after some times, this chamber can get clogged too resulting to
improper fuel delivery to the cylinders and causing a hard engine start. The hesitation of the
engine is a common symptom of a clogged fuel filter. This causes an abnormal fuel flow to your



car engine, which results in abnormal engine combustion and reduced engine power. Note that
a clogged fuel filter has the ability to cause an engine to hesitate or stumble during
acceleration. Anytime that your car exhaust emits strong fumes, this could be a symptom of a
dirty fuel filter. And also, it could mean other damaging issues are at play, as well. Anything you
think that could be the case, note that a foul odors mean you should have a professional to
examine it immediately. Once there is no enough fuel going to the combustion chamber, the car
computer will restrict the power output to prevent any engine damage from running too lean.
Sometimes you notice this when accelerating under heavy loads such as when passing on an
incline. And when this happens, it will cause the engine to stall, having start problems and
much more. Anytime there is forcing of liquid through saturated filtration material, it becomes
tough on the pump. Once this happens, you will be able to hear it whining as it works. You can
have someone to rev your engine while the car is parked and listen to it. Note that most pumps
are located inside the gas tank. And any disruption of this fuel flow, which is what happens
when a fuel filter is clogged, can cause an engine to frequently stall. In case your car behaves
like this regularly, it could be the engine lacks sufficient supply of fuel within its reach, and as
such this can cause the engine to stall. It is known that the injector influences how much fuel
the engine consumes. And having no functional filtration unit, they can get dirty. Most times,
sediment or buildup can impact how the injector will function. Sometimes they can become
erratic, injecting excess gasoline or diesel unnecessarily. Note that you will save yourself
money in the long run by checking the fuel filter to see if it needs to be repaired or replaced. A
lot of times, sputter
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ing problem normally occur when driving at a lower speed and where the fuel filter is
experiencing some minimal blockage. But after sometime, you will have no other choice but to
cleans or change your fuel filter entirely. Below are what might happen to your car. So to keep
your car working perfectly, keep an eye on the different types of car filter and carry out car filter
replacement so they can flow better. You can source for the filter yourself and take it to a
mechanic or try changing it yourself. Here are our picks of filter for you on Amazon. Normally,
the fuel filter is either located inside the fuel tank in the opening of the fuel line, which feeds gas
to your car , or somewhere in the fuel line this is usually at the bottom of your car. So this is
where conclude this article on the 12 symptoms of a clogged fuel filter and how to tell if fuel
filter is bad. | help this has helped you please share and bookmark this post for future
referencing. Skip to content Sharing is caring!
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