Dodge cobalt 2008

A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I had the report. Vehicle
imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with us and we have a lot
of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant Access. We offer you
unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions. Trusted by millions of
users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to detect mileage rollback?
Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the selling process of used cars.
However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though odometer fraud is difficult to
detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a car from the USA. There are a
few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service History of a Car. How
important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these questions and explains
the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can find the complete
history of service records. Make a VIN Search. SS is an abbreviation of Super Sport , a historic
moniker used by Chevrolet to denote high performance upgrades that meet certain criteria. The
following year, a naturally aspirated 1SS model equipped with GM's new 2. Production of the
supercharged coupe continued until , and after a brief hiatus the SS relaunched in the second
quarter of with a more efficient and powerful turbocharged 2. See timeline. In a review, journalist
Patrick George called it the best compact car ever made by General Motors, and a potential
"future classic". General Motors used five different inline-four engines in the Cobalt over the
course of production, and designated three as SS models. It was available as a Supercharged
coupe only. The naturally aspirated 2. The 2. It was initially available only as a coupe until a
sedan option was offered for the model year but again deleted for after less than were
produced. Compared to the base Cobalt, the SS has lower front and rear fascias for a more
aggressive look with integrated fog lights , side rocker moldings, interior accents, and a chrome
exhaust tip. Exclusive to the 2. LSD was optional for models performance package came with
LSD and was standard in models from to GM offered dealer-installed performance upgrade
packages called "stage kits" that were covered by factory warranty. Wheel hop, wheelspin , and
a general lack of traction were problems frequently encountered with the supercharged Cobalt
due to its front drive setup and relatively high torque. Upgraded front and rear trans and motor
mounts would help to alleviate these issues. The LSJ engine did not meet emissions
requirements for the model year, and General Motors' contract with Eaton had expired. To
activate launch control, the driver presses twice on the traction control button which first turns
off traction control, and then notifies the driver through the Driver's Information Center that
Competitive Mode is active and launch control is ready for use. Turbocharged Cobalt owners
have found that better times can be achieved while racing when the car is manually launched.
New for was the aforementioned four-door sedan option, as well as an optional "reconfigurable
performance display" RPD for the coupe only. The kit can be installed by the owner of the car,
but final alteration of the vehicle's engine control unit must take place at a GM dealer. It featured
the 2. Brakes on the 2. Reviews of the supercharged Cobalt SS were generally positive. While
the Cavalier received very negative reviews, [13] the supercharged Cobalt was seen as an
improvement, and a worthy first entry for GM into the tuner market. However, the general fit and
finish was poor, and power levels were not up to par with other competitors. It's almost like it
cut everything in half. Since the interior is hardly changed other than the seats, those criticisms
remain. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Combined with the flexible
engine, and especially considering the price, this is a really fine effort, a good package for a
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Turbocharged left and Supercharged right coupes. Chevrolet General Motors. Lordstown, Ohio ,
United States [1]. Power-assisted four-wheel disc with standard anti-lock; 38mm Brembo
four-piston fixed callipers in front and 40mm single-piston rear callipers. Sequential multi-port
fuel injection with high-flow injectors and electronic throttle control. Getrag F23 5-speed
manual. GM Europe F35 5-speed manual. Cobalt SS Supercharged Coupe. Cobalt SS. Cobalt
Sport. Pontiac Pursuit GT Canada only. Pontiac G5 GT. Saturn ION3. Cobalt SS Turbo Coupe.
Cobalt SS Turbo Sedan. Monte Carlo. Sports car. Sold as a Police Pursuit Vehicle. The color
code will be located on a sticker named Parts Identification. We use the WA format for
simplicity, your code may have a U. WA is the same as U Click here for Chevy paint code
location chart and paint code label examples. This is my 3rd order and I am just as pleased with
this shipment as I was with the first. Your clear coat is the BEST. We have a daughter and 2
granddaughters and have used your paint products for all three of their cars when they have
had accidents! Great products. Much needed. Easy to order. Great matches in colors. Thank
you keep up the great work Bruce Steiner. Product arrived in a timely fashion. Application was
easy. Color match perfectly. Price was right. Thumbs up all around. Will use you again if needed
and will gladly give references to others I know. The product was as advertised and the color
matched. I used the paint to cover damage to the door. Instructions were good. However it did
take awhile for the product to arrive and the shipping costs were a bit high. On the family
drivers, I frequently use your spray can mixes. Not only are they cost effective, but they also
save me dragging out and having to clean my good guns, etc. John Beddoes Lambertville, MI. I
have used Automotive Touchup for three cars. All worked well and saved me lots of moo-la.
Results are what you make of them. If you take the time to prep and finish, the job will look as
good as the original paint. Great color match on paint. Application was smooth and even. Enter
your year, make, and model below to find color matched paint:. Choose your Automotive paint
color for your Chevrolet Cobalt. Don't see your color listed? Call We probably have it. Did you
choose the wrong vehicle model? Did you choose the wrong model? If you're still not sure, take
a look at our All Chevrolet Models page. Or, just go to our page dedicated to Chevrolet Touch
Up Paint. Share your touch up story Cashmere Metallic. Imperial Blue Metallic. Mystique Blue
Flash Metallic. Olympic White. Ink Slate Metallic. Victory Red. Ultra Silver Metallic. Sport Red
Tintcoat. Coronavirus update: New contactless services to help keep you safe. Kept pressuring
me to come in and drive a vehicle that couldn't be driven because of a bad head gasket. Even
stated that in the ad!!! Wouldn't answer my question, had to specifically ask them to answer my
questions. Would not answer my questions. Always insistent on me driving to them to test drive
the vehicle. Which turns out had blown head gasket, and could not be driven. Had to constantly
repeat my questions in order for them to answer me. While we went with another dealer, this
dealer was kind and helpful without being too aggressive. This company was quick in their
response. I'm thankful for the information they've provided me with. Drove an hour to see the
vehicle.. When I came back to purchase the vehicle after looking at the Carfax report there were
several recalls that needed to be taken care of. They told me oh yes, yoi can take care of it free
at any dealership. But after speaking they said they would take care of it. I waited a week They
also refused any kind of negotiations Law auto sales was great, ian was very honest I will highly
recommend him and his company. They did reach out to me five times. I may go this weekend.

Honest and unbeatable prices. The car we purchased is excellent, we are very very happy and
will be referring all our family and friends. Entire staff was extremely polite, helpful and efficient!
Car was immaculate and ready to hit the road as advertised! Kudos to Adam and Joe for their
personal attention! Carlos is the man!! He answered all my questions quickly and honestly. He
made the car buying experience simple and easy. Best experience I have had at a dealership! He
was straight forward with me and answered all of my questions! He made it a very smooth
transaction and got me in exactly what my family needed! Will definitely be going to in the
future! My experience was great!!! Thank you for this great experience. I would recommend
them to anyone.. Great knowledge of the car industry and great experience Heard from the
dealer wrote a follow up note and never heard from the dealer. Maybe they sold the car.
Chevrolet cut corners on quality, interior space, and standard brakes to put a low sticker price
on the Cobalt. The compact Cobalt has received praise for its tight body structure and
compliant ride and criticism for its lack of interior space and interior quality. The Cobalt comes
in two body styles: coupe and sedan. It's offered in five trim lines: the very base LS; the 1LT,
which adds more basic equipment; the 2LT, which upgrades the brakes and wheels; the Sport,
which adds a larger 2. The SS is available only in the coupe configuration, while the other four
trims are available in coupe or sedan form. One reviewer saw This engine is available on LS and
LT trims with a standard five-speed manual or a four-speed automatic that's optional on all
trims except the SS. Due to the 2. This jewel produces hp and lb-ft of torque. Red-lining at 6,
rpm and spinning only through the five-speed manual with a short-throw shifter this
powerhouse can push the Cobalt SS from 0 to 60 mph in 5. Even more surprising, Chevy claims
the SS can cover the quarter-mile in Naturally, this engine uses premium fuel. They attribute this
to its GM Delta chassis and the use of high-strength steel throughout. Braking on the lower trim
levels suffers from the rear drum brakes, with reviewers complaining about a spongy
brake-pedal feel. The Cobalt Sport has a firmer feel due to its tuned sport suspension, but the
SS is a whole other world. Apparently, Chevrolet's engineers decided it was time that the SS
logo really meant performance. After miles of road testing and four weeks at the Nurburgring in
Germany, where the Cobalt SS beat the lap record for its class by 13 seconds, Chevy has a
winner. The SS comes with Reviewers found the system offers above-average feel without fade.
And GM's engineers have programmed out torque steer. Testers registered 0. Overall, reviewers
are dissatisfied with interior seating comfort, finding the seats uncomfortable and seating space
â€” especially the back seat â€” inadequate even by compact-car standards. While the Cobalt
offers enough room in front for average-size people, the rear seat is inadequate, offering only
marginal headroom and virtually no legroom. Interior materials are good. But the seats left most
reviewers sore, with some comparing them to rocks. Yet, some reviewers liked the hard seats,
finding them refreshing after long drives. The Cobalt SS is, again, a completely different beast.
Standard equipment includes a very comfortable and supportive set of sport seats with
suede-like UltraLux inserts that keep you planted well. A beefy leather steering wheel,
reminiscent of the Corvette's, connects you with the road. The base Cobalt is a stripped-down
affair with manual windows, locks, and adjustable front seats. The 1LT trim adds power mirrors,
door locks, and remote keyless entry, a higher grade of cloth upholstery, and a front-seat
armrest. The 2LT adds antilock brakes, cruise control, inch steel wheels, and OnStar emergency
services. The Sport brings inch aluminum wheels, an upgraded stereo system, four-wheel ABS
disc brakes, a stainless-steel exhaust system, a sport-tuned suspension, stability control, and
sporty bits and pieces. The SS brings a high-performance tuned suspension, inch forged
wheels, stability control, front sport seats, different front and rear fascias, a rear spoiler, and SS
trim bits and pieces. Standard equipment across the line includes dual front airbags, curtain
side-impact airbags, and a tire-pressure monitoring system. On the base model, the four-wheel
disc ABS brakes are a recommended option. The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration gives the base sedan four out of five stars for driver safety and five stars for
passenger safety. The Cobalt gets three stars for the front seat and four for the back in side
crash tests. The coupe matches the sedan's ratings, except for the front and rear side crash
tests, in which it does better and receives four out of five stars. The Cobalt receives top ratings
from owners who seem to accept that you get what you pay for. And a number of owners like its
styling and handling. Yet while criticizing the lack of interior room especially in the back seat ,
corner cutting on quality, and its low resale value, they seem to accept it given its low sticker
price. We'll help you find great deals among the millions of vehicles available nationwide on
CarGurus, and we'll provide you with dealer reviews and vehicle history for each one. After all,
over 30 million shoppers use CarGurus to find great deals on used cars and new cars in their
area. And when it's time to get rid of your old ride, sell your car simply and securely on
CarGurus. Once you're ready to narrow down your search results, go ahead and filter by price,
mileage, transmission, trim, days on lot, drivetrain, color, engine, options, and deal ratings. And

if you only want to see cars with a single owner, recent price drops, photos, or available
financing , our filters can help with that too. All Years to All Years. Radius 10 mi 25 mi 50 mi 75
mi mi mi mi mi Nationwide. Find Chevrolet Cobalt listings in your area Search Coronavirus
update: New contactless services to help keep you safe. Best deals first. CarGurus User. Private
Seller: Trent. Cicero, IN Message Seller. CarGurus Pay. Request Information. Authorized
Chevrolet Dealer. Private Seller: Cesar. Chevrolet offers a standard ,mile powertrain warranty on
the whole Cobalt line-up. Why Use CarGurus? Find parts and accessories , add or update your
vehicle details, and interact with other owners when you add this vehicle to Your Garage. The
standard engine for both the coupe and sedan is a horsepower, 2. Choosing the Sport version
of either model gets you a horsepower bored-and-stroked 2. Along with impressive
performance, you also get a modified sport suspension, and wide series tires on inch wheels.
Optional are leather front bucket seats. Most buyers are more likely to choose the less
performance-oriented versions, but the Cobalt doesn't disappointment here either. Failed to get
data, please try again. Select Trim to compare Displacement 2. Manual Trans Description Cont.
Height Front Head Room in. Data Unavailable Third Hip Room in. Data Unavailable Third Leg
Room in. Data Unavailable Third Shoulder Room in. In the affected vehicles, the key can be
removed from the ignition when the ignition is not in the "Off" position. The manufacturer has
not yet provided a notification schedule. Chevrolet owners may contact General Motors at ,
Pontiac owners at , and Saturn owners at General Motors' number for this recall is for the
ignition lock cylinder and key replacement, and for only key replacements. Note: Until a vehicle
has been remedied, owners and operators are advised that when exiting, to be sure that the
vehicle is in "Park," o Your question might be answered by sellers, manufacturers, or
customers who bought this product. Please make sure that you are posting in the form of a
question. Please enter a question. There was a problem completing your request. Please try
again later. Skip to main content. Victory Red shown. Dealer Suggested Retail. Private Party
Value. Enable Javascript to select another vehicle. Color: Black. Own This Model? Add To Your
Garage. View Your Garage This model has been added to your garage. Failed to save vehicle to
Your Garage, please refresh the page and try again. See your vehicle in Your Garage Shop parts
and accessories Interact with other owners View and update vehicle info. Close this window
View Garage. The size class for cars is determined by the interior passenger and cargo
volumes. The size class for trucks is defined by the gross vehicle weight rating GVWR , which is
the weight of the vehicle and its carrying capacity. EPA estimates for fuel efficiency measured
on a mile-per-gallon basis are based on laboratory tests conducted by manufacturers according
to federal regulations. This is typically measured in liters 3. I-4 and V-6 refer to the configuration
and number of cylinders. The transmission adapts the output of the engine to the drive wheels.
Common configurations include front-wheel drive, rear-wheel drive, four-wheel drive and
all-wheel drive. The number of people the car will hold. A unit to measure the power of engines.
Error loading details for this Vehicle, please try again later. In , "Dodge Ram" was rebranded as
"Ram". To add Ram trucks for and beyond: Select the vehicle year. Select Ram in the Make
menu. In , "Hyundai Genesis" was rebranded as "Genesis". To add Genesis vehicles for and
beyond: Select the vehicle year Select Genesis in the Make menu. In , Jeep offers two different
versions of the Wrangler. The all-new model is known simply as the "Wrangler". However, the
"Wrangler JK", based on the previous-generation vehicle, continues to be sold alongside it.
Year: Select Year Error loading the selected Year, Make, Model. Cancel Compare. About This
Vehicle. Model strengths: Solid driving dynamics; good comfort for the money. In addition head
curtain side air bags, XM satellite radio, and a tire pressure monitoring system are standard on
all Chevy Cobalts, and the Sports models get StabiliTrak and OnStar standard. The LT offers a
Bright Chrome Appearance Package that includes chrome door handles, chrome grille,
body-color front and rear fascias, and fog lights. It is one of the few cars in its segment to offer
two engine sizes, and its two body styles, three trim levels, and bevy of packages and options
offer maximum flexibility for consumers. Model overview: Introduced in as a replacement for the
Chevrolet Cavalier, the Cobalt is in every way a more rewarding car to drive. Based on GM's
Delta platform, which also underpins the Saturn Ion, the Cobalt adds a lot of refinements over
its Saturn counterpart in both powertrain and chassis tuning. With two engine choices and three
trim levels for each of two body styles, the Cobalt also offers buyers a lot of room for
personalization. Data Unavailable. Highlight differences:. Please try your search again later. My
car says sync tire monitor what would this mean? Collapse all answers. What size exauhst inlet
do I need on my cobalt lt. It's been a while but I think it's 2. Customer reviews. How are ratings
calculated? Instead, our system considers things like how recent a review is and if the reviewer
bought the item on Amazon. It also analyzes reviews to verify trustworthiness. Customer
images. See all customer images. Top reviews Most recent Top reviews. Top reviews from the
United States. There was a problem filtering reviews right now. Overall it's a great car. The big

downside is the lower control arms. If you're thinking of buying one be ready to replace them as
this car eats through them faster than any other I've owned. I've owned the car for a little over 5
years and replaced them 3 times. Do yourself a favor and buy replacements with a lifetime
warranty. It'll save you a ton of money. Below is a list of my personal Pro's and Cons from my
experience owning this car. Cons: Rusts pretty easily, mostly around the edge of the doors.
Lower Control arms as stated above Oil filter is in an awkward place not impossible to get to by
any means. But it is definitely awkward at first Ignition Recall my car had a problem where
heavy-ish key chains would turn your car off while driving Pro's: For a 2. Repairs are fairly
simple to do for DIY types LOTS of modification options both appearance and performance
Stable platform for new drivers FWD means it can handle snow and wet roads pretty well with
good tires Repairs in a general sense are fairly inexpensive. Images in this review. The car itself
is actually really a great vehicle for those who know how to maintain a car, or source
aftermarket parts. While you can get these cars used for practically nothing, expect all the
issues that go with that. The car was cheap when it was manufactured, pass these quality
control issues onto the customer and ten years later you might be fixing things you've never
replaced on other cars. The drivetrain has a serious mechanical issue regarding the timing
chain assembly, so if you're planning on buying one used make sure you get this to a mechanic
and replace it with the revised assembly or an aftermarket assembly. The stock parts for the car
were made with such inferior grade materials in almost every aspect that you'll even have loss
of sound for door chimes, alarms, and speaker death in the front door panels. The lower control
arms are twizzler thin, and again - coupled with the inferior materials used during production;
you will be replacing the lower control arms with aftermarket or revised domestic replacement
OEM. Things to check? Aftermarket speaker system. If it's been replaced with the aftermarket
speaker system from Pioneer, this was bundled with your car. If it's not the stock upgraded
Pioneer system, you will likely experience a loss of both front speakers functioning. This can be
fixed by removing the door and replacing those speakers with polypropylene speakers and a
vinyl window seal placed above the speaker bezel inside the door panel. The car is back in
action after that. Lower control arms. These are the fastest accident you can get yourself into if
separation occurs. Which strangely enough, happens more often than you think. So much so,
the manufacturer even recommends replacing the parts with aftermarket control arms for
the,"customer's convenience against ordering an imported part. Timing chain assembly. Just
plan to get it replaced as fast as possible. The original timing chain assembly starves the
overhead engine of oil at idle. You actually don't want to warm this car before driving it in the
cold, just start driving it or it will never get oil supplied to the top of the engine head and cams
with the original low oil pressure variance. Once replaced with again, a revised timing chain
assembly or an aftermarket one - this car is back for the job of daily driver, college kid, or an all
day cruise. Coincidence, these problems extended to the vehicle that came after the Cobalt. The
Cruze. And it didn't cruise very well featuring these same issues. I have a very love-hate
relationship with the Cobalt. Initially had an '05 base model that was totalled in a car wreck. I've
now owned an '08 LT trim for over two years. While I mostly enjoy the driving dyamic of the
Cobalt, it has some issues that are frustrating at best. Mechanically, the 2. When you start up
the car cold, this intake uses a vacuum pump to suck extra air into the engine to break down
cold-start pollutants like nitogen oxides. Don't let the sound alarm you, it stops after 10 seconds
or so. The automatic transmission is solidly reliable, but sitting at 4-speed, hurts what gas
mileage COULD be, and makes for awkwardness in overtake situations. It results in an
asthmatic growl as the vehicle goes nowhere fast. You can shift to "I", intermediate gear to
disable overdrive, but even then the car may struggle to find the gear you want. The suspension
and steering components on the Cobalt suffer frequent failures. Yes, dare I use the word
'frequent'. Common problems include the control arms and bushings blowing out, and
occasionally springs cracking, especially on the rear. Most recent and costly issue I had was
the steering rack and pinion failing on me, taking the clock spring with it. I reluctantly got it
done. Expect clanks and clatters from the suspension whenever you meet a bump. Expect the
front speakers not to work, or to come on unexpectedly on a hot day and give you a good scare.
Trunk space is limited, especially on the coupe. Moving towards the positives, the car is
suprisingly fun to drive despite its issues and gripes. They are lightfooted, especially base
models, and have good turning response. It will go exactly where you point it. Gas mileage is
better than most cars from the era but not excellent due to aforementioned reasons. I can attest
that they are safe. I t-boned a driver that failed to yield the right of way to me while traveling
about mph. Air bags deployed normally and I walked away despite the car being total loss. In a
nutshell, while I love it to death, the 2. If you're looking for a cheap commuter it is a reasonable
option, but be prepared to put some money back into it for repairs. It's probably ideal for those
that live in area with very well maintained roads, as I find the rough roads of my hometown

aren't nice to it. See all reviews. Color shown: Victory Red. Drag vehicle to Spin. Photos
Interactive Previous page. Next page. There's a problem loading this menu right now. Learn
more about Amazon Prime. Get free delivery with Amazon Prime. Back to top. Get to Know Us.
Amazon Payment Products. English Choose a language for shopping. Transmission The
transmission adapts the output of the engine to the drive wheels. Seating The number of people
the car will hold. Horsepower A unit to measure the power of engines. Customer Ratings.
Passenger Capacity. Gasoline Fuel. Safety Rating. Not Rated. Battery Range. Want to compare a
different vehicle? Change Vehicle. Front Wheel Drive. Power Steering Adjustable Steering
Wheel. Variable Speed Intermittent Wipers. Steel Wheels. Automatic Headlights Daytime
Running Lights. Power Outlet Rear Defrost. EPA Classification. Fuel Tank Capacity. Number of
Passenger Doors. Battery Range mi. Steering Type. Gas 4-Cyl. Trans Description Cont. Brake
ABS System. Disc - Front Yes or No. Disc - Rear Yes or No. Min Ground Clearance in. Rear Door
Type. Wheelbase in. Body Length Default Value ft. Front Bolt Pattern. Front Tire Size. Front
Wheel Description Cont. Rear Bolt Pattern. Rear Tire Size. Rear Wheel Description Cont. Spare
Bolt Pattern. Spare Tire Size. Front Hip Room in. Front Leg Room in. Front Shoulder Room in.
Second Head Room in. Second Hip Room in. Second Leg Room in. Second Shoulder Room in.
Third Head Room in. Third Hip Room in. Third Leg Room in. Third Shoulder Room in. Amazon
Music Stream millions of songs. Amazon Advertising Find, attract, and engage customers.
Amazon Drive Cloud storage from Amazon. Alexa Actionable Analytics for the Web. Sell on
Amazon Start a Selling Account. AmazonGlobal Ship Orders Internationally. Amazon Rapids
Fun stories for kids on the go. ComiXology Thousands of Digital Comics. DPReview Digital
Photography. East Dane Designer Men's Fashion. Shopbop Designer Fashion Brands. Deals
and Shenanigans. Ring Smart Home Security Systems. Amazon Subscription Boxes Top
subscription boxes â€” right to your door. PillPack Pharmacy Simplified. Amazon Renewed
Like-new products you can trust. Amazon Second Chance Pass it on, trade it in, give it a second
life. What carâ€”for the moneyâ€”delivers the best combination of power, handling, and
braking? That question is fundamental to the ongoing mission of this magazine and the core
element of all our road tests. The lane-change exercise, part of our comparison-test regimen,
provides insight to this ability, but Lightning Lap delivers an indelible blueprint. Controlled
environment means racetrack, and for Lightning Lap that means the 4. We rank our finishers
strictly on lap times, taking the best run achieved by each car during our two-day event. The
cars are grouped by price, and there was some very fast traffic this year in the upper groups
LL3 and LL5; there were no cars in the LL4 price category. The four fastest all lapped VIR
quicker than our previous absolute record of How much quicker? Read on. And let the games
begin. For Autoblog's coverage of our story, click here. A quick primer: The cars featured here
are all unmodified production vehicles, but we did request models equipped with
performance-enhancing options such as larger brakes, stiffer suspensions, and the best
wheel-and-tire packages. Each was assigned several cars. The lap times are the best each car
produced in either session. Two years ago, a supercharged Cobalt SS with horsepower
recorded a respectable Gobs of power from the new engine and an optional limited-slip diff
allowed the Cobalt to take most of the track in third gear. Despite the explosive power and front
weight bias, the Cobalt SS resisted the typical understeer found in front-drive cars. The SS goes
about its business with almost no drama. Not helping the cause was an open front differential
that resulted in one tire spinning madly whenever the engine was sucking in boost. Lapping the
Dodge was an exercise in managing understeer; no other vehicle abused its front tires as
sadistically as the Caliber. But this weakness sometimes worked in its favor because the
understeer inspired confidence and allowed for fast corner entries. Lift-throttle oversteer and
trail braking tucked the C30 into corners with ease, and comfortable, form-fitting seats, plus
strong brakes, made lapping easy. We wonder how the car would have fared with a better set of
tires. But as noted earlier, there were some very quick cars at this Lightning Lap. If the Corvette
was predictable as the LL2 champ, the car that put up the second-best lap time in the category
was a surprise. But the new super-Caddy also weighs pounds more than the Vette, and weight
is never an asset on a racetrack. Remarkable, too, is its six-speed manual gearbox, providing
precise shifts and crisp engagements. Remarkable balance, allowing the driver to drift and pivot
this big sedan with ease. Remarkable brakes, offering formidable stopping power without a hint
of fade, lap after lap. Nevertheless, the M3 is an exemplary blend of track-day performance and
everyday drivability. Like previous M3s, it delivers the kind of car-and-driver dynamic interface
we normally associate with pure sports cars. Is the steering a little light for some tastes? The
Mercedes C63 AMG toured the challenging VIR layout almost as quickly as the M3â€”the
best-lap difference was less than a secondâ€”but the Bimmer achieves haste with a parlay of
power and finesse, whereas the Benz is more of a brute-force player. But the extra mass limited
quick transitions, and the stiff suspension made the fast uphill esses a little more thrilling than

one would wish. There was a substantial gap between times posted by the C63 and the rest of
the LL2 pack, where the cheeky little LL1 Cobalt SS inserted itself with a Nevertheless, the Evo
was quick enough to shade the BMW i, albeit by less than a half-second. But these were more
than offset by the thrust of the 3. At its limits, the i lapsed into understeer, but those limits were
high, and the BMW inspired total confidence. The Lexus IS F is another car that knows how to
follow orders, and the VIR take-away lesson was that those orders should be chosen
judiciously, particularly at higher speeds. Getting to higher speeds is something the IS F does
very well indeed. The hp, 5. Our notes suggested that steering inputs were a bit dramatic and
running over curbs in fast turns could be downright scary. A little attention to springs and
damping might make this eager contender a real champ. Nevertheless, the entire mass of the
engineâ€”a stout, rpm 4. And the net effect of this, magnified by a substantial curb weight
pounds , is massive resistance to turn-in that increases as a function of speed. But for all its
style and speed, this car is not really happy on a racetrack. Like the Dodge Viper ACR, the
Honda CR is a suspension and aero package conceived to make the car quicker without adding
horsepower, albeit at a much more modest level. The culprit was brakes. It did turn better times
than the Charger SRT8 of the Lightning Lap but largely because of its higher-performance tires
and lower curb weight. At pounds, the Challenger was 95 pounds lighter than the Charger, but
nonetheless, the driver never, ever ceases to be aware of its mass, aggravated by numb
steering. With supercharged horsepower in a pound mid-engine sports car, we expected to see
much better times than we achieved with the Lotus Elise SC. The naturally aspirated Elise
horsepower that ran at VIR in scampered around the 4. And we experienced gear-selection
drama with the vague engagements of the six-speed manual gearbox, which also held this car
back. Pound the brakes hard, and the G37 assumes a crash is imminent and cinches up the
seatbeltsâ€”as if we needed more evidence that this car was not suited to track workouts. So
they made it hatchback-only diminishing the structural rigidity found in a formal sedan and
softened the suspension. The racetrack result is lifeboat body roll, mulish understeer, reluctant
transient response, and vague steering feel. That is mitigated to some degree by outstanding
braking performance, and of course, the cushy suspension payoff is creamy ride quality. Chalk
those up on the family side of the ledger. Especially if one of the other daddies shows up in a
new Mitsubishi Evo. The Volkswagen R32 is essentially a pricier version of the GTI with
all-wheel drive; larger, fade-free brakes; and a very classy interior. Its hp, 3. Although ride
quality can be a bit harsh on warty pavement, the R32 is otherwise a sweetheartâ€”responsive,
eager, predictable, and easy to take to its limits. All of the floppiness we complained about in
the base Si has been eliminated in the Mugen. While lapping, keeping the torqueless engine on
boil, in this case between and rpm, felt suspiciously like work as the Civic required more shifts
than its competition. Still, the Mugen chassis tweaks did lop 1. The GT-R was the robot of the
group, faithfully obeying commands and making us look better than we are. The magic is the
traction the car gets with four-wheel drive. We could floor the throttle long before corner exits
and let the GT-R figure out how to put down the power. However equipped, the GT-R is certainly
quickâ€”its The Viper is just the opposite. Where the GT-R simply goes out and does the job,
the Viper gives the driver the perfect tools to do the job manually. Its friendliness is nothing
short of amazing. The visceral-thrill corner is occupied by the Ferrari entry, a car so scintillating
in its sound and feel that the quarter-million-plus price tag seems almost reasonable. The
wailing V-8 revs to the stratosphere, and the chassis stays securely planted at all times. Once
we got comfortable with the car, we turned off the system and our laps times got about a
second quicker. It was just so astoundingly fast that, frankly, our amateur skills could not fully
exploit its capabilities. It handles quite wellâ€”predic
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table, glued down, and with outstanding brake feel. But uncorking the hp LS7 V-8 propels this
featherweight, pound car like a cannon shot. That tremendous speed was in itself unnerving.
There are subtle bumps on the gently curved start-finish straight that sent the rear end skipping
about to the point that we instinctively feathered the throttle. That surely cost us some time, so
we pitted for a shock adjustment. When we went back out, a strip of wheel weights fell off,
producing enough vibration that our deeply rooted instincts for self-preservation took over and
we parked it. New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. Specs
Detailed. View Photos. From the November issue of Car and Driver. This content is created and
maintained by a third party, and imported onto this page to help users provide their email
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