Ford expedition heater core replacement instructions

A Ford Expedition heater that isn't not working properly can create a number of problems with
the heating system. The biggest problem is a bad heater core, but replacing it is a long process
that includes dismantling the Expedition's dashboard. There are other steps you can take to try
to fix the heating system first, especially if the heater core is not the problem. Disconnect the
Expedition's power supply before working on the heating system by unplugging the negative
battery cable. Drain the cooling system, removing the drain plug at the radiator and then the
engine block, letting the coolant pour into a clean container. Inspect all pipes and lines in the
heating system and replace any that are cracked, brittle or leaking. The lines are connected with
quick connect fittings, so press on the taps to release them. Use new seals or O-rings when
connecting the new hoses. Replace the thermostat if it is stuck in either the open or closed
position. To remove it, remove all hoses from the thermostat housing with a ratchet wrench or
pliers, disconnect the upper mounting bracket for the power steering reservoir and remove the
mounting bolts for the thermostat housing with the ratchet. Clean out leaves, bugs and other
debris from the condenser. This can be done with a fin comb or compressed air. Flush out the
heater core if one of the heater hoses is cool. Disconnect the hoses at the firewall and run water
from a garden hose into the core through the opening. If there is still no heat circulation after
you reconnect the hoses, disconnect the hoses completely and flush them. Have the air
conditioning system discharged. Because you are dealing with refrigerant contained at a very
high pressure, this must be done by a professional at a dealer service shop or air conditioning
shop. Remove the instrument panel dashboard from the vehicle. With the steering wheel in the
"Lock" position, pry off all scuff plates, kick panels, trim panels and center console. Disconnect
all ground cables and electrical connectors. Remove the passenger airbag and pry out the
defroster grilles, then remove all screws mounting the panel and lift the panel out with an
assistant's help. Disconnect the heater hoses and the evaporator lines at the firewall by
squeezing the connectors' plastic tabs, then plug the open lines with rubber. Disconnect the
main vacuum line and remove the demister tube, which looks like a vacuum tube with a square,
bristled end. Unscrew the screws holding the bracket above the heater core housing and
remove the bracket. Take off the heater core cover by removing its screws, then pull the core
out, making sure you don't tear the foam material surrounding it. Install the new heater core into
the housing, making sure the foam material is intact. Place the cover and bracket back on the
core and reapply the mounting screws. Reconnect all the lines to the firewall, using new
retainers and O-rings on the connectors. Reinstall the entire instrument panel, refill the coolant,
connect the battery system and have the air conditioner recharged. Step 1 Disconnect the
Expedition's power supply before working on the heating system by unplugging the negative
battery cable. Step 2 Inspect all pipes and lines in the heating system and replace any that are
cracked, brittle or leaking. Step 3 Replace the thermostat if it is stuck in either the open or
closed position. Step 4 Replace the coolant if it is old or contaminated. Step 5 Clean out leaves,
bugs and other debris from the condenser. Step 1 Have the air conditioning system discharged.
Step 2 Remove the instrument panel dashboard from the vehicle. Step 3 Disconnect the heater
hoses and the evaporator lines at the firewall by squeezing the connectors' plastic tabs, then
plug the open lines with rubber. Step 4 Unscrew the screws holding the bracket above the
heater core housing and remove the bracket. Step 5 Install the new heater core into the housing,
making sure the foam material is intact. The thermostat is probably stuck open if the
Expedition's engine takes a long time to heat up. It is likely stuck closed if the engine is hot but
the lower radiator hose is cool. Signs that the heater core is bad include coolant leaking and
pooling into the passenger floorboard, a sweet smell emanating from the vehicle and smoke
coming from the vents. The heater core in your Ford F is a radiator-style unit used to heat the
interior of your truck. Coolant flows from the lower radiator hose to and through the heater core.
This fluid heats the unit, and a blower fan forces warm air through the core and into the cabin
when the heater is turned on. A faulty or clogged heater core will leak coolant onto the inside
floorboard on the front passenger's side. Replacing the heater core can be a complicated and
time-consuming repair because of its location behind the passenger's side dashboard. Raise
the hood and disconnect both battery cables using a crescent wrench. Slide the recycling
container underneath the radiator drain plug. Remove the radiator fill cap. Loosen the radiator
drain plug using a socket wrench to drain the radiator coolant. Once drained, replace the plug
and tighten. Keep the recycling container in place to capture the excess coolant in the lower
radiator hose. Disconnect the lower radiator hose where it attaches at the radiator by loosening
the squeeze-type hose clamp. Allow the excess fluid to drain into the recycling container.
Locate the heater core intake and return hose lines that protrude through the passenger's side
firewall of the engine compartment. Disconnect the hoses from the core nipples by depressing
the release clip with a flat-head screwdriver while turning the hose counterclockwise by hand.
Detach the Torx screws under the front dashboard that hold the dashboard soft cover in place.

Reach under the dashboard and remove the mounting bolts attaching the dashboard frame to
the interior firewall. This will allow the entire dashboard assembly to swing free and give you
enough clearance to access the heater cover and core downward from the windshield. Detach
the interior heater core intake and return hoses from the core nipples by releasing the squeeze
clamps using channel-lock pliers. Remove the hoses by twisting as you pull. Disconnect the
heater core ground cable strap that attaches to the interior firewall with a single bolt. Take out
the four outer mounting bolts holding the heater core cover in place. Remove the four mounting
bolts attaching the actual heater core to the interior firewall. Maneuver the old unit out and up
toward the windshield. Be careful not to spill the coolant inside the heater core. Install the
replacement heater core in reverse, downward from the windshield and behind the dashboard.
Re-mount the heater core, the core cover and the ground cable strap. Reattach the intake and
return hoses carefully to the core nipple on the firewall. The nipple hoses are different
diameters to prevent you from incorrectly crossing the connection hoses. Connect the
dashboard frame and cover in reverse of the removal. Tighten all the mounting bolts. Be sure
that the airbag remained connected during the repair. If it didn't, reconnect as necessary.
Reconnect the hoses located in the engine compartment at the firewall core nipple by snapping
the hoses in place. Connect the lower radiator hose to the radiator and secure it in place using
its squeeze-type hose clamp. Reconnect the battery and start the engine. Run the engine for
several minutes to flush out any trapped air within the cooling system. Test the replacement
heater core by turning the heater on and off continually, observing the change in temperature.
Check for leaks at all hose connections. Brett Johnson began writing professionally in His work
includes "The Buyer's Guide to Home Ownership" and training manuals for mortgage banking
institutions. Step 1 Raise the hood and disconnect both battery cables using a crescent wrench.
Step 2 Remove the radiator fill cap. Step 3 Disconnect the lower radiator hose where it attaches
at the radiator by loosening the squeeze-type hose clamp. Step 4 Locate the heater core intake
and return hose lines that protrude through the passenger's side firewall of the engine
compartment. Step 5 Detach the Torx screws under the front dashboard that hold the
dashboard soft cover in place. Step 6 Detach the interior heater core intake and return hoses
from the core nipples by releasing the squeeze clamps using channel-lock pliers. Step 7 Take
out the four outer mounting bolts holding the heater core cover in place. Step 8 Install the
replacement heater core in reverse, downward from the windshield and behind the dashboard.
Step 9 Reattach the intake and return hoses carefully to the core nipple on the firewall. Step 10
Connect the dashboard frame and cover in reverse of the removal. Step 11 Reconnect the hoses
located in the engine compartment at the firewall core nipple by snapping the hoses in place.
Torx screwdriver 2 gallons antifreeze Distilled water Socket wrench set Crescent wrench
Channel-lock pliers Safety glasses Recycling container. Do not disconnect the airbag located
within the dashboard housing. Try it free for 14 days. View Full Image. Heater core leakage
begins with the subtle aroma of antifreeze and evolves into a small wet spot on the driveway. By
the time you have coolant on the pavement there is no way around it. Back in the day, on older
Ford F-Series trucks, heater core placement involved going up under the dashboard and
removing the heating and air-conditioning unit. Dashboards, which were preassembled on
rotisseries, were installed in the vehicle via an installation fixture and a couple of assembly
workers. This approach made vehicle assembly easier and quicker. Heater cores have always
been a weak spot in Ford vehicles for various reasons, including excessive cooling system
pressure and volume, which has been improved in production via the use of heater hose
restrictors between the engine and heater core. Heater core replacement in the F-Series,
Expedition, and Lincoln Navigator involves removal of the dashboard to where it can be
disconnected and swung away from the HVAC unit bolted to the firewall. Some technicians have
managed to unbolt the dashboard and swing it out far enough to gain access to the HVAC unit.
Others disconnect the steering column and remove the entire dashboard for easier access. It is
suggested you use genuine Motorcraft parts where possible, which are available from Rock
Auto, in your heater core replacement, including cooling system hoses, which have the
factory-style quick connections at the firewall. Not all aftermarket replacement heater hoses
have this restrictor. Sources Summit Racing. More Photos View Slideshow. By Jim Smart.
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Expedition Forum. This site uses cookies. By continuing to use this site, you are agreeing to
our use of cookies. Learn More. Apr 15, at PM 1. I've got a 98 Expo EB and I am getting my
heater core replaced from a local shop. I started smelling anti freeze in the interior earlier and

then it started leaking in the garage and left a puddle of anti freeze under the AC drain line. How
does that sound?? Too me What do yall think? Apr 15, at PM 2. They are separate. So i'm
guessing they're recommending having the air conditioning system evacuated for safety
reasons. So I guess you have to decide just how much your time is worth to you. Why are they
going to replace the blend door? Unless thats something other than what i think it is, it
shouldn't need replaced. Coolant flushes are pretty easy if you can get the drain plugs
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out of the bottom of the block. The Haynes manual walks you thru that as well. Apr 16, at PM 3.
Good advice. As an alternative, you could have a few other local shps look at it. You can be up
front tell them that you are looking for "bids" on the job, and that you know what all is involved.
That's another cool thing about a service manual. Apr 17, at PM 4. I spend a day replacing a
heater core a few years back on a mini van i had. When i got done and got everything put back
together i went to the grocery store and dumped about half a gallon of coolant on my floor on
the way back. The new heater core had a hairline crack in it. So not only was i mad about being
sold a defective heater core, i was really ticked about having to spend another day tearing
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