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The most recently reported issues are listed below. Please also check out the statistics and
reliability analysis of the Chevrolet Malibu based on all problems reported for the Malibu. Also,
the fuel pump was replaced. Car will not start fuel pump shuts down, car thinks it is being
broken into. Have to sit in car for 10 minutes with key in ignition to override system. Has
happened 4 stimes in last month. Also, fuel pump shut down while driving on parkway- lucky to
get to side of road without an accident. By the way, new fuel pump and module replaced at 60,
so that is not the issue. How many people need to get into accidents or die before the NHTSA
gets involved and makes chevy do the right thing and replace this ignitiions and passlock parts
that are defective!!!! OH, and they got a bail out- but the consumers dont get any and have to
continute to pay them for repairs that they caused in the first place gm makes an astronomical
amount of money on these repairs. I hope the NHTSA gets a share of that money because you
certainly arent interested in correcting the situation. How many years and tens of thousands of
complaints does it take???????. Consumer writes in regards to ignition switch and fuel pump
repairs. The consumer stated the passlock sensor had to be replaced, because the vehicle
would not start. Also, the fuel pump was replaced, because gas was not going from the tank
into the engine, the cruise control occasionally would not work, the service engine light would
come on intermittently, and electrical components, such as the radio and windows stopped
working. The contact owns a Chevrolet Malibu. The contact stated that the electronic fuel pump
had to be replaced in his vehicle. While driving 25 mph, the vehicle shut off in the middle of the
road. There were no warning indicators illuminated on the instrument panel other than the
battery indicator, which remained illuminated. He stated that this failure has been occurring for
quite some time. The vehicle was towed by a mechanic and then repaired. The dealer stated that
there were no recalls for his vehicle. The failure mileage was 94, In our case, what could have
happened is more extreme! It happened in our own driveway thank god!!! He also tells us that it
may also include replacing the fuel relay, but will definitely include replacing the fuel filter! The
contact's spouse owns a Chevrolet Malibu. The vehicle shut off without warning, failed to
restart, and had to be towed to the contact's residence. The contact suspected that the fuel
pump failed. There is an open investigation pe regarding the fuel pump. The speed was
unknown. The current and failure mileages were , The consumer stated she had to replace the
ignition switch on two different occasions. The first time was September 28, and the second
time was June 3, After the second switch was installed, the consumer experienced other
problems. She was informed the vehicle needed a body control module and lock switches. The
dealer installed a chip in the keys, which did not correct the ignition problem. The front struts
were replaced and the fuel pump needed to be replaced. Then the engine light would come on
but there's was nothing wrong with it. Then the service light would come on month after I had a
oil change done. While I was driving, the car just slowed up and stop. Told by my mechanic it
was the fuel pump but while he had it for half the day; the car started right up with no problem.
Also sometimes there's a clicking noise like my signal is on but its not. I was told it was my
alarm key. Every time there is a incident computer shows it but can't explain the problem and it
stop for awhile but comes back. Been like this since I had it and I have taken it to the dealer they
keep it over night same thing. Defect with electronic fuel pump system on Chevrolet Malibu. The
vehicle would stall unless the gas pedal was continuously pump down. When this was
necessary the driver had to keep one foot on the gas and the other foot on the brake to keep the
vehicle from stalling. The vehicle was taken to the dealer on two separate occasions. The first
time they could find the cause of the problem. The second time they replaced the fuel pump.
After the pump was replaced the problem recurred. Since the stalling is intermittent the
manufacturer refuses to address and permanently rectify the problem. While driving 65 mph, the
vehicle stalled. The driver tried to restart the vehicle and was able to start it. The driver drove
the vehicle to the dealer for inspection. The mechanic informed the driver that the fuel pump
needed to be replaced and replaced it, but the problem still continued. Please provide further
details. Car Problems. Fuel Pump problem 1. Fuel Pump problem 2. Fuel Pump problem 3. Fuel
Pump problem 4. Fuel Pump problem 5. Fuel Pump problem 6. Fuel Pump problem 7. Fuel Pump
problem 8. Fuel Pump problem 9. Fuel Pump problem Fuel Pump problems Gasoline Fuel
System problems. One of the worst problems that can happen to a vehicle is a bad fuel pump.
Without gas your Malibu will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the symptoms of a bad
fuel pump revolve around the vehicle stalling out or not running at all. While being in the fuel
tank makes the pump more reliable, it also makes it a lot more difficult to get to. The good news
is that fuel pumps are inexpensive. The bad news is that they cost a lot in terms of labor to
repair and replace. The engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could
be a clue. Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor
related trouble code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel pump is that it resembles
many other vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. One of the most common signs that a fuel



pump is going bad is a whining sound. The whining sound can indicate that the fuel pump is
going out before there are any performance based issues. Keeping an open ear can save you
from getting stuck somewhere with a bad fuel pump. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or
accelerating the engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel
pump can also feel a heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the
motor feel like it is running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not
feel as jarring. If you are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters.
If you get P or P trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter
causing these symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is going to be that
the your Malibu is difficult to start. A fuel pump that is going out is going to feel the same as a
bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad fuel filter very challenging.
How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high pressure on its input side and
low pressure on its output side. A bad fuel pump will have low pressure on both sides. They are
both going to cause the same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to
truly tell is to place a fuel pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both.
A priming fuel pump sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with
a sharp engine right after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The
symptoms of a bad fuel pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the
Chevy Malibu. Testing the pump and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest
ways to rule it out. If there is anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below.
Good luck! Challenges Starting the Engine One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel pump is
going to be that the your Malibu is difficult to start. What is the fuel pump psi for a chevy
malibu? It is currently looking like Do I need to replace my fuel pump? Your fuel pump psi
should be between 7 and 10 psi. I would get it double checked to make sure it isn't 8 psi If is 80,
it needs to be changed right away. Fuel pumps are powered from the ignition key and controlled
by a high pressure switch. The pump will pressurize the fuel line when the key is turned on - it is
then stopped by the pressure switch. You will hear it run for about 3 seconds when the key is
turned on. Fuel line pressure falls, when the engine is started which de-activates the pressure
switch, restarting the fuel pump. High pressure isn't detected while the engine is consuming
fuel. To answer your question: the pressure switch keeps the fuel pump running. Trending
News. Tiger Woods injured in one-car rollover accident. Pat Sajak called out for mocking
contestant. Top volleyball duo boycott country over bikini ban. Do you know your privilege? An
eye-opening lesson. Judd makes hour trek home after shattering leg. Answer Save. Good Luck!
Still have questions? Get your answers by asking now. I didn't know this online form was
available until today, and still paying the credit card for repairs to the AC earlier this year. It was
I have Liability only with 0. I'm very upset that the CSR did not tell me that much before I took
off of work and drove 22 miles round trip to exchange cars thinking that I'd have a car for the
weekend at no charge. This break down occurred away from home on Friday at 4pm. I was in a
lease car at pm. Then I was told they had a car and I had an appt to pick it up at noon. Had to
call Enterprise Leasing to cancel. My fuel pump decided to go out on my way to work. I started
the car, no problem. I don't even make it a mile before my engine felt like it was under stress. I
tried giving it some gas to find out that it didn't help. Then I tried to throw it into neutral and
revving up the engine and no luck. Then, my car basically dies at 35mph, and warning lights
come on and power steering shuts off. At first, I thought it was possibly the battery, since I
replaced it the same month. Checked cables, fuses, and relays and everything was ok, so I try to
start it a few more times, no luck. It was then when I noticed that I didn't hear a humming sound
of when the fuel pump is priming the engine. I then knew it was either the fuel pump or the relay.
I was hoping that I would be lucky and it be the relay, but after swapping them, no luck. I had it
towed to a shop that I've never dealt with which luckily was covered by my insurance , and as
the tow truck operator uses the controls to lift the controls, his truck dies. What a bad day.
Luckily he was able to start up just fine again. So I had them drop it off while I got a ride to work,
and called a few times to discuss the price, etc. It was then when my coworker told me about a
guy who works on cars that he highly recommends. We also did a "smoke test" to find out that
they lied about the intake manifold leak, and the reason they suspected that was because of
some old fluids that sat on the engine overtime which I de-greased. I made really good friends
with this guy, and it turned out that he knew the guy from the place that I originally took it to,
and said that he had a friend who quit because the constantly scammed people. I was surprised
how easy the job was, but it was quite unfortunate that I had to fill up to a half tank the night
before; that was the hardest job, dropping the tank. I don't know why these car manufacturers
decided to put the pumps in the tanks. I'd just been remarking earlier today to a buddy of mine,
how my '03 Malibu was one of the best cars I've had in the past 13 years. I bought the car used
with k miles on it. It now has a little over k miles on it. Only ever had to replace the brake pads



and tires, along with some oil changes. Other than those things, car has been wonderful to me.
Then, this evening, I go to take my buddy home, and the car will not start! Cranked it several
times and will crank well, but engine just wouldn't start! He had another friend pick him up and
take him home. I decided to give my car one more try. It started, ran for 5 seconds, then died
and wouldn't start again! After reading the stories of other peoples' problems with the fuel
pump, among many other things, I can't believe that my car made it to this mileage. Then again,
it may have been replaced before I bought it, and the replacement has now died! I've been told
the average failure is around k miles. So it's possible that my car has had it replaced before I
ever took possession of it, and now the new one has roughly the same number of miles as the
original did. But whatever the case may be I know it's not the anti-theft system, as the light only
comes on for 5 seconds when the engine first starts up and it goes out with all the other lights.
Thankfully, it died in my own driveway and not while I was on the road!!! The car would not start
all of a sudden. It would turn over but was not getting any fuel. Had to get it towed to a
mechanic. Fuel pump was replaced. Working well now. Manufacturers should NOT put fuel
pumps in the gas tank where your average backyard mechanic can't replace it. I have replaced
this fuel pump twice since I bought the car. Luckily it was not heavy traffic and I was able to
make it to the shoulder on the freeway before it stopped rolling after it died. Reported failure
and bill to gm. They would not do anything because the garage threw the fuel pump away and
they said it was possible it was not bad. We bought this car in from a Chevy dealer in the
country. She had blown a head gasket which I hear is a normal problem. I drove it another year
and again one day it just would not start. I was talking to our key man at the wrecker shop and
he told me how to get around the problem. I just turn the key on for 10 minutes and then turn off
and then it starts right up. This has happened times now. Now it won't start and is supposed to
be the fuel pump at a quote to repair. This has got to be a royal lemon But do you think GM is
concerned? I never had any problems with my Fords and am going straight out within the
month to get rid of the malibu and buy a Ford!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! So I've had minimal problems
with this car. When we first purchased it as used the coolant was leaking because of a crack,
but we had that fixed. Other than that I get my oil changed on schedule and get all
recommended and necessary maintenance work done every year. So, how do I begin? On
Friday morning I take my son to school. Fuel is a little low so after I take him I fill up the gas
tank which I do quite often. A few miles later I hit the gas while in the middle of traffic and the
car doesn't move. Luckily, it gave me just enough power to pull to the side of the road, but that
was it. I let the car sit for about 30mins and tried to crank it I'm usually a calm person, but now
I'm pissed. As I continue my research I'm starting to see that this may be a known problem for
this model car. My car has a little over 75, miles on it and I've had the fuel system tuned up this
year, so I know this is no fault of my own. There should be a class action lawsuit and these cars
should be recalled and this part replaced! Well, here is another complaint GMC about your
Chevy's Anyway, my girlfriend was on her way to work last weekend in a fairly decent mood,
that is, until she turned the key to start the car. The love and loyalty she gave to her Malibu for
the past 7 years returned the favor by not starting. I'm not a "gearhead" by any means but one
of two things crossed my mind: Fuel problem or spark issue. I had a friend bang on the fuel tank
as I cranked the engine The car is shy of 79,k which to me, seems a bit premature for a fuel
pump to fail. Knock on whatever! The Ford is without a doubt, the most reliable of the two After
reading all the other posts on this POS car, I fully understand the gripes! She swears by Honda
and to this day I still can't figure out whey she didn't buy a used one. For what she paid for the
Chevy and the inevitable premature repairs, she could have had an Accord or Civic This fiasco
was just another problem with this car I have another gripe which I will add in another post. To
all the Malibu owners out there I feel for ya! Best of luck to everyone! Bought the car used in
July, put 23, miles on it with out any real trouble had to replace the battery in September. On
April 21st, I was going out for lunch and to run a couple of errands for work, made two stops.
The last stop was at an office supply store. Went outside to go back to work and the car won't
start. It would crank, but wouldn't start. Had it towed to a dealer and they couldn't recreate the
problem. At least I didn't get stranded out of town. Had my car towed back to the same
dealership and low and behold they couldn't get it started and found out that it was the fuel
pump. Then the car had trouble starting up randomly. It always came back on though so I
lagged on getting it checked out. This goes on for probably weeks until I'm out of town at the
gas pump and it just refuses to turn back on. Spiteful POS. Thanks for the bid of confidence! So
far, so good though. Car was hard to start two days before failure. It wouldn't start at the
grocery store 2 miles from home. The tow truck driver was able to get the car started by
banging on the bottom of the fuel tank while I cranked the engine. Car started, but died within 10
seconds. The low fuel light only came on once and I purchased fuel within 2 miles. Based on the
other complaints regarding this problem with this vehicle, this was a manufacturing defect that



GM should have stood behind. We received the old part removed from the tank after the repair.
The tag on the part indicated that the part was outsourced and made in Singapore.
Unfortunately, this is just one of many problems experienced with this vehicle. Repeat problems
with heater control repairs, and the other major repair needed was the intake manifold gasket.
I'm 70 years old and don't feel this car is reliable enough to support my needs. I realize the car
is 7 years old now, but expect at least , miles before major repairs need to be made. I've had it
with this car and have already researched the Milan on Mercury's website. I have a print of a
window sticker of the vehicle I am going to look at tomorrow. Sorry GM -- you've got to do better
than this vehicle if you want to retain customers. I just recently purchased this car from hell on
September 12, with no warranty. When I bought the car, both wheel bearings had to be replaced
and that was done one week later. The dealership fortunately paid to have this done. Then 10
days later my car would just stall on me and one day, at work, I drove my car to work, parked it,
and when I went to leave for lunch, my car would not start. I had to have it towed to a nearby
garage and was told that the fuel pump had to be fixed. Now I had only had this car since the
12th of September so even without a warranty I still had a day warranty to be honored. I called
the dealer where I got this car and they told me that they would have my car towed to their shop
and that they would have it fixed. Ten days later again they finally had it towed from the garage I
had it towed to their garage. Why they didn't just fix it there I have no clue. It would have saved
them plenty of money but now I understand why they did what they did. They had my car for
another three days before they called to tell me what was the problem and that it was fixed.
Mind you I had been calling daily to prod their asses to get this done. So when I got a call I was
told that my fuel pump relay was bad and when I questioned about what the garage had told me
about the fuel pump being bad, the dealer told me that it wasn't bad and that the relay was the
only thing wrong. I have come to believe that they knew the fuel pump was bad all along and
chose not to fix it but tell me that they fixed the relay. I did get my car back and it did run great
for about two weeks. Then, one day on my way home, I was stopped getting ready to turn off of
the exit ramp, and when I went to go it just stalled on me. So I had to get out and push it off the
exit ramp and onto the shoulder of the road. Thank goodness for little hills because this worked
in my favor for pushing the car by myself. So we are going to replace the relay again to see if
that is the problem. If it isn't, then I am going to have them come and get it becuase I don't have
the money to repair it and I refuse to pay for a car that does not run and that I haven't had over
two months. This car is a huge POS and do not ever buy one! Update from Nov 9, : Well I went
out and purchased a new fuel pump relay to see if that was indeed the problem. To our luck, it
wasn't. So I called the dealer and told them that it was indeed the fuel pump and I questioned
them as to why this wasn't fixed in the first place. They told me that they didn't know and would
have to call their mechanic, they don't have one on duty. So when I called them back once
again, I was told that the fuel pump indeed needs to be repaired. When I told them that was what
I said in the first place they came back with, well the relay was bad. I told them that I had
replaced the relay and that it was now their turn to fix my car or take it back. I also told them
that if they buy the fuel pump from a parts store, we would go and pick it up and my boyfriend
would then put it in my car. This would save them money on a tow charge and getting it fixed,
plus I will know that it was fixed the right way. They have not gotten back with me yet on this
idea and if they don't fix it or buy the part that I need, then they can come and get it and put me
into a different car. I am a student and I was driving home around am from campus and noticed
the car began to struggle. So I turned to a side road, turned off the engine and tried to start it
again to see if everything was normal. It would not start. It seemed to turnover but just wouldn't
go. I had to call CAA to tow the car the tow man and I tried a few things, even added fuel in an
attempt to get things going we spent over an hour. I had the car towed to the dealership garage
where I bought the car used at 68 km. I thought that was ridiculous and told them I would not
repair it at that price. I still think this is ridiculous for something that happened so suddenly. On
the same day of the car failing I had taken my car to the same dealer and had winter tires put on
the car because my brother was going out of town and was going to borrow the car for a month
and a half makes me wonder what the dealers played with, its certainly not past them. This car
has been nothing but problems! I cannot afford to pay such prices for this malfunction. It has
been nothing but problems. Right when I bought the car in the first week the window wipers one
literally flew off during a rain storm as I drove to work-WTF! Next the muffler had to be replaced,
then the front turn signal lights,then the brake pads, then the head gasket was leaking, the
catalytic converter became loose, and now besides the fuel pump the turn signal lights are not
working. I live in Ottawa, Canada and the winters are dangerous, icy and frigid cold. I had the
car for about two years and its been a major pain, and a financial stress. I missed a chance
earlier to get rid of it and buy something new while I was working a lot. As a full time student I
feel my hands are tied but this piece of might motivate me to work more again and replace it



forever and never buy GM again!!! I hate GM!!! I placed trust in buying this car as a young adult
and you took me for the inexperienced fool I was!!!! All I can do is vent! Thanks for the internet,
once mid-terms are through trust me, my next hobby will be a blog dedicated to the bashing of
your dealership and your cars and your sales men and care replacement parts! Hopefully a
google search of your dealership will have my blog high up there!!! Anyone got any name
suggestions for a blog? I hate this car. The fuel pump died after I loaded up the car at the
grocery store. I was going to have it towed to my house and fix it myself, but I said screw it. I'm
tired of working on this car. The steering column is bad. I talked to the mechanic and he said it's
safe to drive, but it handles like crap. This car is junk. GM is junk. The freaking engine just DIED
on the very day we were to go on vacation. So I end up spending more money to rent a car
otherwise forfeit the hotel charges. What a waste! It would crank, but not start. Of course it
happened at p. Had to have it towed to some schlock outfit that said it was the fuel pump and it
had to be replaced. We had no choice as we were leaving for home on Tuesday. We picked it up
Monday late afternoon, drove it home, got up the next morning to leave for home and it wouldn't
start. Just like before it would crank, but wouldn't start. My husband tried and tried and tried
and finally it started so we left, but we were scared to death it wouldn't start if we turned it off so
we had to leave it running for 3 days straight while we returning home. We left one set of keys in
the vehicle at all times motor running and locked the car. When we arrived home we took it to a
auto diagnostic company who kept the car for 3 days and couldn't find anything wrong with it.
They said it started most of time and they weren't all too sure that the fuel pump was replaced
or not. He said it didn't sound quite right. He didn't charge us a dime!! There is a god!!!!! We
want to trade this car in, but are afraid that if we shut if off at a dealership it won't start again.
Other than this 1 pain in the a problem, the car has been perfect for us. I don't know who to
contact at GM to try to get this problem resolved for us and all of you too. Worst car ever for
repairs and would recommend getting rid of this vehicle fast because of other issues with head
gaskets, etc. Just a few weeks ago, we had to replace the head gasket for the second time in 12
months. Now the fuel pump has gone out. What is next? The government shouldn't waste the
time bailing out GM so they can keep on manufacturing piles of junk and marketing them as
automobiles If you have a for-profit service, contact us. Ask your Chevrolet dealer. Most
Common Solutions: replace fuel pump 33 reports not sure 3 reports. Find something helpful?
Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Find a good Chevrolet
mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from
CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for?
Search for something else:. If the fuel pump in your Chevy Malibu is not working properly, your
fuel lines may not be pressurized enough, causing your engine to stall while you're driving or to
have difficulty starting in the first place. Replacing a fuel pump in the Malibu is not the simplest
job. The fuel pump resides in the fuel tank, and there's no access panel through the trunk, as
there are in some other vehicles, to quickly get to it. Despite this irritation, the process is rather
straightforward, albeit tedious. Expect to spend an entire afternoon on the project. Prop open
the hood of your Malibu. Disconnect the negative battery cable by loosening the negative
battery terminal nut with your wrench. Set the cable aside. Locate the Shraeder fuel pressure
valve on the fuel rail near the injectors of the engine compartment. Place a rag over the valve.
Press down on it to release the pressure of the fuel system. Engage the parking brake. Raise the
Malibu with your car jack. Lower the Malibu onto two jack stands. Slide under the vehicle. Put
on your latex gloves. Loosen the screw securing the metal hose rings around the vent and fuel
hoses of the gas tank. Pull the collars away from the overlapping joint of the hose and fuel tank
nozzles. Place a drainage bin below the fuel hose. Get the syphon ready. Pull off the fuel hose
from the gas tank. Quickly insert the siphon into the opening. Siphon out all of the gas from the
tank into a gas can. This action is necessary because on the Malibu, the gas filler pipe, through
which you could normally siphon out the gas from the tank, has a siphon block on it. Removing
the gas makes it easier and safer to lower the tank. Slide the floor jack under the gas tank.
Remove one of the two straps holding up the gas tank. Allow one end of the gas tank to fall onto
the floor jack. Pry the end away from the frame rail if it is stuck. Reach over the gas tank.
Disconnect the EVAP tube, the wiring harness and the return fuel line from the top of the fuel
pump. Remove the other strap holding up the gas tank. Let the tank rest on the floor jack. Lower
the floor jack enough to slide the gas tank out from under the Malibu. Hit the metal tabs of the
locking ring securing the fuel pump to the gas tank with your mallet and chisel. Hit the tabs in a
counterclockwise direction until the tabs unseat from the gas tank slots. Pull off the locking
ring. Pull the fuel pump out of the gas tank. Pull out the rubber o-ring from the opening.
Lubricate the new o-ring from the new fuel pump package. Set the o-ring on the openi
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 ng of the fuel tank. Insert the new fuel pump into the gas tank. Seat the locking ring around the
new fuel pump and into the slots of the gas tank. Turn on the Malibu. Wait 10 seconds. Turn the
Malibu off. Repeat this process 7 or 8 times until the engine turns over. This action pressurizes
the fuel system. Matt Scheer began writing professionally in He is also a certified Yoga teacher
and Web designer. Step 1 Prop open the hood of your Malibu. Step 2 Locate the Shraeder fuel
pressure valve on the fuel rail near the injectors of the engine compartment. Step 3 Engage the
parking brake. Step 4 Slide under the vehicle. Step 5 Place a drainage bin below the fuel hose.
Step 6 Slide the floor jack under the gas tank. Step 7 Reach over the gas tank. Step 8 Hit the
metal tabs of the locking ring securing the fuel pump to the gas tank with your mallet and
chisel. Step 9 Lubricate the new o-ring from the new fuel pump package. Step 10 Follow Steps 3
to 7 in reverse order to remount the gas tank.


