Heater core replacement diagram

Last Updated: December 17, References. To create this article, volunteer authors worked to edit
and improve it over time. This article has been viewed 65, times. Learn more Installing a heater
core in a Chevy Cavalier refers to replacing the part of the car's heating system which controls
the temperature. Although it is a fairly involved process, it is not too complicated, so anyone
with a little automotive know-how can accomplish this repair on their own. Follow these steps
for how to install a heater core in a Chevy Cavalier. We've been helping billions of people
around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar
contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please
consider supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work
in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username or email to continue. No
account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By
using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow.
Download Article Explore this Article Steps. Tips and Warnings. Related Articles. Detach the
negative battery line. Lift the front end of your car and prop it up on jack stands. Empty the
radiator and loosen the seal to release the valve located under the front passenger's side.
Detach the hoses from the heater core by releasing the clamps. After the cooling system has
had a chance to completely empty, lower the jack. Determine the access area for your vehicle. In
the case of a Cavalier, you'll have to remove the entire instrument panel from the dashboard.
Examine the placement of the pipes surrounding the heater core once it is exposed. Detach
hoses that may still be installed at the heater core, loosen the bolt from the heater core cover
and remove the cover. Release the heater core mounting clamps and dislodge the heater core.
Remove any seals, O-rings or other components that you can utilize on the new heater core.
Position the replacement heater core and attach the mounting clamps. Replace the heater core
cover and reconnect the heater core outlet. Reconnect any hoses that you can reach from the
interior of the car. Wait to reconnect the instrument panel until you've confirmed that everything
is properly installed with no leaks. Follow the owner's manual concerning the proper coolant
combination and seal the valve and refill the radiator. Remove the jack stands and let down the
car. Reattach the negative battery cable. Confirm that the hoses are properly reattached and
that the radiator is both filled and capped. Start the car and examine the area surrounding the
heater core, checking for leaks. Allow the car to run until the engine has reached full
temperature, and then continue to look for leaks. Replace the instrument panel after you've
made any necessary hose reinstallation. Confirm that the radiator is full according to the
instructions in the owner's manual. Verify that each of the removed components is correctly
reinstalled. Dispose of all of the fluids you have drained. On old cars and trucks it's located on
the cowl firewall on the passenger side. In newer cars it's in a black box behind the radio or the
glove box. Yes No. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 1. I have changed my water pump, head gasket, valve
cover gasket, the thermostat, and the radiator. Should I try changing the heater core? Check the
floor of the front passenger seat after you've driven the car; if it's wet then you absolutely need
to replace the heater core. Another good sign is if your heater isn't blowing out hot air. If neither
of these are happening but your car still seems to be loosing coolant, the problem might be one
of the hoses attached to the heater core and not actually the heater core itself, or it could also
be a hose somewhere in the engine. It's best to have your car properly diagnosed if you can't
find the leak yourself. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 0. Include your email address to get a message
when this question is answered. Antifreeze leaks on the interior passenger side indicate a
dysfunctional heater core. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. Fog on the windshield after running the heat
is an indicator of a faulty heater core. If you're not getting heat when the fluids are filled to the
recommended levels, and the thermostat is functioning, you may need a new heater core.
Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. An additional symptom of a heater core malfunction is the smell of
antifreeze while the heater is running. It is never recommended to improvise when tools are
concerned. Proper tool use reduces the risks of injury as well as damage to the vehicle. If you
see smoke issuing from the vents while the heater is running, you most likely need a new heater
core. Avoid jostling the heater core itself when you uninstall the instrument panel. This could
cause leaks and other problems. Be sure to inspect the hoses as you're removing them.
Replace them if necessary. Related wikiHows How to. How to. Co-authors: 8. Updated:
December 17, Categories: Cars. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 65,
times. Did this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site,
you agree to our cookie policy. About This Article. Related Articles How to. By signing up you
are agreeing to receive emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. X Help us do more
We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and
thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! I have a problem with my heater core spewing mist onto
my windows after the pressure and the temprature drops from the vehicle. I want to just bypass
the heater core all together so that I can run it without my heater core. I dont need a heater until

winter time anyways and I live in Texas so there isn't much of a winter here. Allow the engine to
cool. Then, observing the safety precautions in Section of the Powertrain, Drivetrain Manual,
proceed as follows. Place a thick cloth over the radiator cap. Turn the cap slowly to its first stop
to release system pressure. When the pressure has been released, tighten the radiator cap.
Disconnect the heater water hoses from the heater core , and plug the heater water hoses. For
easier access, remove the glove compartment. From inside the passenger compartment,
remove the seven screws that attach the heater core cover to the heater air plenum chamber
Disconnect the vacuum source. Leave the vacuum hose harness 19C attached to the cover.
Remove the cover. Remove the heater core from the heater air plenum chamber. Installation 1.
Position the heater core and seal in the plenum heater air plenum chamber. Install the heater
core cover on the heater air plenum chamber and secure it with its seven attaching screws. Be
certain that the vacuum hose harness is not trapped or pinched during the cover installation.
Reinstall RA8S module if applicable. Connect the vacuum hose harness to its source. Install
heater water hoses on the heater core at dash panel in engine compartment. Do not overtighten
the clamps. Check coolant level and add coolant as required. Refer to Section in the Powertrain,
Drivetrain Manual. Check system for proper operation and coolant leaks. I need a diagram of
where my heater core would be located in my ford truck. Do you. Here are instructions on how
to replace the heater core in your truck with diagrams below. Here is a guide on heater hose
replacement. It isn't vehicle specific, but they are all pretty much the same when it comes to
this. You can just use a hose connector where they attach to the heater core to by-pass it.
Check out the diagrams Below. Please let us know if you need anything else to get the problem
fixed. Images Click to enlarge. Was this answer. How do I replace my heater core I have a good
idea, but my main question is, is there antifreeze in the heater core? Drain cooling system.
Disconnect heater hoses from heater core tubes in engine compartment and plug hoses.
Remove glove compartment for easier access. Move the Rear Antilock Module out of the way.
Disconnect vacuum source, then leave the vacuum harness attached to the heater core cover.
Remove the heater control cable from the cover using tool D91TA. Remove the screws attaching
heater core access cover to plenum chamber assembly in passenger compartment, then
remove access cover. Remove heater core and seal out of plenum chamber assembly. Reverse
procedure to install. I've replace4d the heater core but I'm not sure which hose attaches to
which sid of the heater core Was this answer. The one comming from block goes on bottom.
The pipes are left and right, not top and bottom. Need to know how to replace the heater core in
my F, Ford. Do I need to remove the dash? Drain coolant, remove hoses. Remove glove box,
remove 7 screws attaching access cover to plenum. Remove cover and replace core, reverse to
assemble Was this answer. How is the best way to peplace this heater core Was this answer.
Disconnect the coolant hoses at the heater core tubes. Remove the glove compartment.
Disconnect the temperature and function cables. From inside the passenger's compartment,
remove the 7 screws that secure the heater core access cover to the plenum chamber. Remove
the heater core. Replace any damaged sealer. Thanks for using 2CarPros. I have replaced my
heater core 3 times each time it last for about 4 to 5 weeks then it will start leaking again. We
have pressure tested cooling system and it is normal. Does anyone know why this keeps
happening. Take a digital voltmeter and with the engine running, attach the black lead to the
negative side of the battery and dip the red lead into the top of the radiator, into the coolant. If
you see a voltage reading of 1v or more, you have an electrolysis problem and are probably
missing an engine ground wire some where. I checked the voltage we only got a reading of.
Thank you lyle Was this answer. There aren't really many other options. Just low quality parts
or damage during installation. Make sure the engine doesn't have any broken motor mounts
that would allow enough movement to pull on the hoses too much. I will try a different brand of
heater core, the ones I used were made in China junk. Thank you for your help Was this answer.
I would go with Motorcraft only. I just replaced the heater core and replaced the thermostat. I
was told it could be air in system so I pulled the truck onto a small hill to bring the front end up,
took off the radatior cap and restarted the engine but didn't work. My truck just doesn't put out
the same amount of heat that it did befor I replaced the heater core. It takes about an hour just
to clear off the windshield, an longer just to get some heat in my truck. Whats wrong and what
can I do to fix the problem? Reconnect heater hose. Fill radiator until coolant is 1. Install
radiator cap. Run engine until warm. Turn off engine. Fill as required. How do I replace the
heater core on my truck? Disconnect vacuum source. Leave vacuum harness attached to cover.
Remove cover. Remove heater core from plenum. To install, reverse removal procedure.
Disconnect and plug heater hoses from heater core. Remove glove box. Remove floor air
distribution duct from plenum assembly. Remove 2 nuts retaining left end of plenum assembly
to instrument panel. Disconnect temperature control cable and vacuum hose connections from
control panel assembly. See Fig. Disconnect source vacuum block, which is secured to right

heater core cover. Pull heater case forward to disengage 3 case studs from dash panel. Lower
plenum assembly, and remove assembly from vehicle. Please login or register to post a reply.
Related Heater Heater Core Content. Step by step guide on how to replace an automotive heater
core, though each car is different in complexity, these steps outline the basic procedure. Heater
Core? Heater Core Leak Replacement? Heater Core Replacement? Replacing Heater Core?
Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! It requires completely removing the instrument
panel from the inside of the vehicle to reach the core. If you can't get an expert to replace the
core, at least consult with one to make certain you know the exact procedure before starting.
Disable the Tracker's air bag system. Disconnect the negative battery cable, and then remove
the Air Bag fuse, steering wheel side cap, connector positive assurance device and all inflator
module connectors. Drain the cooling system. Jack up the Tracker if necessary and place the
SUV on jack stands. Crawl underneath and remove the drain plug on the bottom of the radiator,
allow the coolant to flow into a container and then replace the drain plug. Remove the
instrument panel from the vehicle. This is a complex procedure, as described further in Section
2. It requires the help of an assistant and is the biggest reason you should seek expert advice.
Detach the right-side instrument panel center support and remove the evaporator if the vehicle
has air conditioning. Disconnect the speedometer cable, antenna cable and floor duct from the
heater case. Remove the electrical jumper harness to the air conditioning amplifier, the relay
bracket and the heater assembly-to-chassis nuts from the engine compartment. Take the heater
case off the Tracker and remove the dampers and linkages from the case. Extract the heater
core from the case by removing the core bracket screw and bracket. Start removing the
instrument panel by taking off the center console, lower steering column and glove box. Unplug
the wiring harness connectors from the heater unit and blower motor assembly. Take off the
connectors from the ignition switch, contact coil and combination switch. Separate the steering
column. Remove the column shaft joint bolt from under the hood and separate the steering
column shaft from the lower steering shaft. Loosen all the brace bolts and if equipped the shift
interlock cable from the ignition switch. Undo the speedometer's cable and detach the
instrument cluster and hood latch handle. Remove the radio heater control panel and heater
control cables from the instrument panel. Disconnect and label all wiring harness connectors
on the panel. Loosen the panel's mounting screws and bolts. Remove the cover plates and
mounting fasteners, starting with the side cover plates. Make sure all cables, wires and hoses
have been disconnected from the instrument panel. Then, have another person help you lift the
panel out of the Geo Tracker. Install the new heater core into the heater case. Replace the core
bracket and bracket screw, dampers and linkages to the case, and then put the case back in the
Tracker. Reconnect all the cables and connections from the heater case to the engine
compartment. Proceed in reverse order, starting with the heater assembly-to-chassis nuts and
bolts and finishing with the speedometer and antenna cables. Reinse
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rt the Sensing and Diagnostic Module, attaching all its connectors. Connect the evaporator, if
you removed it, as well. Replace the instrument panel on the Tracker. You'll need your assistant
to help you position it, and then follow the reverse procedure to secure it on the vehicle. Refill
the cooling system, enable the air bag system and connect the negative battery cable. Run the
engine until it reaches normal operating temperatures and then observe the climate control
operation, checking for leaks in the system. This article was written by a professional writer,
copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing system, in efforts to ensure our
readers only receive the best information. To submit your questions or ideas, or to simply learn
more, see our about us page: link below. Writer Bio This article was written by a professional
writer, copy edited and fact checked through a multi-point auditing system, in efforts to ensure
our readers only receive the best information.

