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The first-generation models were powered by an straight-six engine and available in sedan and
wagon variants. The IS designation stands for "Intelligent Sport". Produced as a direct
competitor to the luxury sports sedans of the leading European luxury marques, the XE10
series Toyota Altezza and Lexus IS was designed with a greater performance emphasis than
typically seen on prior Japanese luxury vehicles. The engineering work was led by Nobuaki
Katayama from to under the T program code, who was responsible for the AE86 project. Design
work by Tomoyasu Nishi was frozen in and filed under patent number on 5 December , at the
Japan Patent Office. At its introduction to Japan, it was exclusive to Japanese dealerships
called Toyota Netz Store , until Lexus was introduced to Japan in The 2. The different size
engine choices gave Japanese buyers a choice of which annual road tax obligation they wanted
to pay, and the larger engine offered more standard equipment as compensation. The design
received critical acclaim at its launch and was awarded Japan's " Car of the Year " honor for â€”
A few months later, Lexus began marketing the IS equivalent models in Europe. In the US, the IS
sedan debuted in July as model and the wagon debuted in as a model with the same 3. All IS
models in the US were initially only available with the five-speed automatic transmission; this
was also the case in Europe. However, a five-speed manual was made available in the US in for
the model year not available on the SportCross wagon. Visually the exterior of the European IS
Sport and were almost identical, the only differences being the boot insignia and the
larger-engined model initially having clear front indicators later generalized to IS range. The
first-generation IS' interior featured unique elements not typically found in other Lexus models.
In the US, the Environmental Protection Agency listed the IS as a subcompact car ; although it
technically had enough overall volume to be called a compact, rear seat room exhibited
subcompact dimensions. For the first-generation IS in the North American market, sales hit a
high of 22, units in ; subsequent sales years were less than forecast, and below the 10,unit mark
in This trend was indicative of Lexus' smaller global status; while Lexus' range of cars was very
successful in North America, the marque's sales lagged behind its German rivals in Europe. The
kit was initially available as an aftermarket fitment, but could also be obtained as OEM Lexus
accessory on newer cars through the official Lexus dealer network and was fully covered by the
standard warranty. In for the model year, the IS line received a minor facelift designed by
Hiroyuki Tada. On the exterior, was a redesigned spoke wheel design, redesigned fog lamps,
and smoked surrounding trim for the headlamps and taillamps. On the interior, a 2-position
memory function was added for the driver seat, a maintenance indicator lamp, automatic
drive-away door locking system, a storage compartment on the dash for models without the
navigation system and updated trim highlights. Sales of the sedan began worldwide in
September and October as a model, with the Toyota Altezza name discontinued due to the
introduction of the Lexus marque in Japan, and the slow-selling SportCross station wagon
version discontinued from the lineup altogether. The second-generation IS marked the next
introduction of Lexus' L-finesse design philosophy on a production vehicle, following the
premiere of the GS executive sedan. Production of the sedan commenced in September at the
Miyata plant in Miyawaka, Fukuoka , [21] supplemented in October with the Tahara plant at
Tahara, Aichi. All second-generation IS models offered a more typical Lexus interior compared
to the previous generation with a focus on luxurious amenities. The interior is equipped
memory leather seats, lightsaber-like electroluminescent instrument display lighting and LED
interior lighting accents, the choice of faux-metallic or optional Bird's Eye Maple wood trim
aluminium composite on the IS F , and SmartAccess keyless entry with push-button start. On 6
December , Lexus officially confirmed the existence of a high-performance variant of the
second-generation IS called the IS F. In its first year of sales, the IS sold over 49, units, making
it one of the ten best-selling luxury cars in the US. In , the IS line received a facelift, and the
suspension and steering were retuned for improved stability and control. The mid-cycle refresh
in saw slight styling revisions to the interior. F SPORT performance accessories include inch
forged wheels set of four , with hardware; brake upgrades, front axle set, rear axle set, carbon
fibre engine cover, carbon fibre leather shift knob, floor mats four-piece set , lowering spring
set, performance air intake, performance dual exhaust, shock set set of four , sway bar set
Japan models went on sale on 22 August Changes to IS F include a carbon fibre rear spoiler,
front LED fog lamp, all sports seats include embossed 'F' logo at head rests, Alcantara
upholstery at door trim and center console, standard Intelligent Transport Systems and
Dedicated Short Range Communication unit. Safety equipment on the IS models ranged from
multiple airbags to stability control systems. NHTSA crash test results rated the
second-generation IS the maximum five stars in the Side Driver and Rollover categories, and
four stars in the Frontal Driver, Frontal Passenger, and Side Rear Passenger categories; [56]
Insurance Institute for Highway Safety scores were "Good" overall score for all fourteen
measured categories in the front and side impact crash tests. Main features include a 2. Exterior



design work was done by Masanari Sakae [68] during â€” and the F Sport models were styled by
Yuki Isogai in Not only does the F Sport models handle differently, but they are more
aggressively styled to set them apart from the base production models. F-Sport styling includes
an edition specific F-Sport pattern front grille, F-Sport logo badges, and five spoke split graphite
wheels; the cabin includes carbon fibre-like trim, extra bolstered performance seats, an all-black
headliner, and a moving vessel gauge cluster inspired by the Lexus LFA that displays
navigation and audio information. The model year also served as the first year to offer all-wheel
drive in the IS F Sport line up. International models went on sale in mid The hybrid IS h model is
sold in Europe, Japan, and select international markets. US models went on sale as model year
vehicles on 28 June The IS is only offered with all-wheel drive, while the top of the line IS can be
ordered with either drivetrain. The planetary gearset provides a front-to-rear torque split under
normal conditions for handling agility, however the system can allow for a torque split of up to
to control wheel slip. Chinese models went on sale in Japanese models went on sale on 16 May
Early models include the IS and the IS h. South Korean models went on sale on 27 June
Australian models went on sale in July The revamped third generation model includes updated
headlamps, taillamps, front fascia and hood. It debuted at the April Beijing Auto Show with
interior technology improvements including The IS received a major makeover in for the model
year. The updated styling includes a larger bodywork, restyled headlamps and full-width
taillamps, slightly updated dashboard, and a larger spindle grille design. Android Auto and
Apple CarPlay capabilities were made available, as well as upgraded driver-assistance systems
and standard blind-spot monitoring. The suspension has also been revised with a more rigid
body. Toyota Racing Development TRD F Sport parts for Japanese IS sedan included a front
spoiler, side skirts, rear spoiler, sport muffler and rear diffuser, diamond-like carbon fibre shock
absorbers, inch aluminium wheels measuring 19x8. Vehicle shakedown began at the Suzuka
Circuit. Production at Tahara plant in Japan began on 25 April As of June , sales of the Lexus IS
has reached 1, units. The 'Crowd' ad emphasizes that things designed to draw a crowd are
good, but leaving the crowd behind is more rewarding. The 'Color Shift' ad shows it's more fun
and exciting to blend out than blend in. As part of the Lexus IS sports sedan launch in the US,
Lexus invited more than followers on Instagram, along with their smartphones, to make a
commercial of the Lexus IS using hundreds of their photos of the car strung together into a
video. As part of the Lexus IS sport sedan launch in the US, Lexus created and hosted a MADE
Fashion Week event in debuting a first-ever live holographic performance art experience titled
'Lexus Design Disrupted', featured supermodel Coco Rocha and a bold retrospective from the
archives of designer Giles Deacon in a creative concept inspired by the IS and the brand's
commitment to design and technology. The ads took advantage of real-time marketing by
allowing viewers to contribute ad concepts via social networks to influence the creative for the
Lexus advertisements. The campaign featured a series of live, improvisational short comedy
ads that will run in the commercial pods during NBC's Late Night with Jimmy Fallon. Every
Thursday night for four weeks beginning 19 September, as part of an early commercial break on
NBC's Late Night with Jimmy Fallon, improv comedians asked viewers to suggest ad concepts
with the LexusIS hashtag via social media platforms. Submissions would influence the content
of the ad and a live, on-air improve performance based on the viewer's ad suggestion will follow
at the final commercial break. East and west coast live broadcasts of the commercials will be
completely different each time based on their respective social media suggestions. In
anticipation of the campaign launch, a second promotional teaser was premiered on 18
September in NBC's late night programming commercial pods. Additionally, the selected
comedic concepts and submissions were made be available for viewing and sharing on a
custom page at NBC. The car is painted red with chili-like flakes and has green accents that
evoke a Sriracha bottle cap. In addition, the trunk is filled with 43 bottles of Sriracha sauce. The
No. The car, which was a victim of the Japan earthquake and tsunami and due to be scrapped,
was purchased by Saito and heavily customized for drift racing use. Sales data for Lexus IS
generations are as follows, with chart numbers sourced from manufacturer yearly data. From
Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Front-engine, rear-wheel-drive Front-engine,
all-wheel-drive. Tomoyasu Nishi exterior: [6] facelift: Hiroyuki Tada Petrol : 2. Petrol: 2.
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Wikimedia Commons. Lexus Toyota. Compact executive car D. No equivalent. RWD 5-speed
automatic AE. Toyota N platform [32]. April â€” present [60]. Kei car. Pixis Epoch LA Pixis Space
L Subcompact car. Porte AP Aygo AB Duet M Passo AC Etios AK Starlet P Yaris XP Soluna L
Vios XP Sprinter Carib L FunCargo XP Ractis XP Compact car. Corolla Axio E Allex E Auris E
Corolla FX E Corolla RunX E Prius XW Compact luxury car. Altezza XE Blade E Sai AZK Brevis
XG Compact wagon. Corolla Van wagon E Corolla Fielder E Sprinter Carib E Altezza Gita XE
Nadia XN Opa XT Carina Surf T Caldina T Mid-size car. Corona T Premio T Camry Solara XV
Avensis T Camry XV Windom XV Aurion XV Mark X X Aristo S Mirai JPD Mid-size wagon. Mark II
Wagon X Mark II Blit X Camry Gracia XV Full-size car. Avalon XX Crown S Crown Majesta S
Celsior XF Century G Sport compact car. Celica A Celica T Curren T Carina A Cavalier TJG
Carina T Allion T Carina ED T Zelas AT Sports car. Celica Supra A Supra A Grand tourer. Soarer
Z MR2 W MR-S W Crown Comfort XS Limited edition. Sera EXY Classic YN Origin JCG
Non-Toyota platform. Hatchbacks CT. Coronavirus update: New contactless services to help
keep you safe. After 30 years in the auto industry dealing with cj and town and country they
achieved what I strived for in my career! Will buy from them again, thanks! I brought this
beautiful truck. The salesman was great. Excellent communication and service. They gave me
fair trade in and made the buying process quick and painless. However, not much else has
happened since. Vehicle had a great price,and the dealer was very courteous,and welcomed any
questions. Very good guys and gals here. They just didn't have the right car for me. But they let
me have one of their cars for several hours for a good test drive and pre-purchase inspection by
my mechanic. Drove all the way. Only to be told the car was sold. They could have contacted me
b4 the appointment. I spoke to the dealer at 4pm. Only to be told the car was sold at 12noon.
Then another sales person said there was no such a car.. He claims that their record did not
reflect that and that it is going for the stated original price. I also asked to confirm that there
was a backup camera. He said no as sometimes it puts up general information. I was put off as
it made me thing what else is incorrect. Sales person was polite but did not offer anything that
made me want to buy the truck. I spoke with the dealer rep. He was very friendly and
informative. He discussed the vehicle and it's condition. Because of the distance I was not able
to view the vehicle. As far as customer service, they answered all mt questions Recommend
them. Awesome experience with a knowledgeable rep, Jesse, who was top notch through out
the process. Very happy with our Countryman. Schomp was excellent and would go there again.
Clay was cool as can be. Ended getting a different car, a new Toyota that he simply can't sell,
but he was awesome and was very helpful. We purchased the Mercedes and worked with Steve



who was extremely helpful. The price was good and the car is pristine. Great Business, they
made me feel like family. Everyone that ask me where did I get the new truck from, I told them
Number 1Auto Group where they treat you like you are there 1! Looking at buying my second
Vehicle from lithia always Very helpful I've tryd buying from others n just don't wrk out Give em
a call Forsure. Kept raising the down payment to down and remainder paid in 23 days. Would
not work with me, treating me with pressure and no respect. There only out for fast money. I
have never gone to this dealership, but inquired about a vehicle and they call me everyday or
even twice a day for the last two months. This car had body damage on the right side and a
picture of it was included in the photos. I appreciated that very much as I wasn't interested in a
car with damage. In , Lexus introduced the second generation of the IS series. The compact
sedan was now available with two engine options: a 2. This marked the first appearance of a V
engine in the IS series, as the two Toyota GR power plants replaced the first generation's inline
six. The rear-wheel model came standard with a six-speed manual transmission, and a
six-speed automatic was available as an option. The all-wheel drive model was only available as
an automatic. Both ISs were powered by a modest 2. It was the smallest engine found in any
Lexus since the first generation ES series in the early s. The IS could not perform like the , with
its sluggish time of nearly eight seconds. In , Lexus added a feature which allowed drivers to
disable the traction control system, allowing for better performance. Perhaps the most
significant change in the new IS was the interior. The first generation had received steady
criticism for its simple, un-Lexus-like interior. The new IS was equipped with leather seating and
the Lexus SmartAccess keyless system as standard equipment. Options included a navigation
system with a touch screen display, Bluetooth capability, Mark Levinson audio, and a rear back
up camera. The back up camera was recommended because the high rear deck limited visibility.
We'll help you find great deals among the millions of vehicles available nationwide on
CarGurus, and we'll provide you with dealer reviews and vehicle history for each one. After all,
over 30 million shoppers use CarGurus to find great deals on used cars and new cars in their
area. And when it's time to get rid of your old ride, sell your car simply and securely on
CarGurus. Once you're ready to narrow down your search results, go ahead and filter by price,
mileage, transmission, trim, days on lot, drivetrain, color, engine, options, and deal ratings. And
if you only want to see cars with a single owner, recent price drops, photos, or available
financing , our filters can help with that too. All Years to All Years. Radius 10 mi 25 mi 50 mi 75
mi mi mi mi mi Nationwide. Best deals first. CarGurus User. Authorized Lexus Dealer. Image Not
Available. Request Information. Read more. Lexus IS Reviews Review. What can I say about this
car that hasnt already been said. You are looking at a very reliable bulletproof car that doesnt
cost an arm and a leg to maintain. If you are in the market to get a level entry luxury car this
should always be on your list. As a long time Toyota driver, Lexus IS offers good value, slow
depreciation, a durable build, and a timeless design. Very professional cars, and give you more
features standard, like keyless entry, and garage opener buttons, unlike German luxury cars, in
which you have to pay extra for these. My only complaint would be the IS is a little b I just love
the sleekness and the sporty design the most! All in all this is the car of my dreams but the
price even for a is good foe some but out of my price point at this time. Why Use CarGurus?
Lexus dealers in Atlanta GA. Lexus dealers in Chicago IL. Lexus dealers in Dallas TX. Lexus
dealers in Houston TX. Lexus dealers in Los Angeles CA. Lexus dealers in Miami FL. Lexus
dealers in New York NY. Lexus dealers in Philadelphia PA. Lexus dealers in Washington DC. A
majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been flooded,
salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30 years,
CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has helped
millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has costly
hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.
Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I ha
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us and we have a lot of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant
Access. We offer you unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions.
Trusted by millions of users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to
detect mileage rollback? Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the
selling process of used cars. However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though
odometer fraud is difficult to detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a
car from the USA. There are a few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service
History of a Car. How important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these
questions and explains the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can
find the complete history of service records. Make a VIN Search.


