Kia spectra starter problems

Most reported complaints had to do with the fuel system, the engine, seatbelts, AC and heating
system, the interior, electrical systems, and the lights. Although this model year received the
highest complaints, it is still not the worst model year for this brand. Many websites allow
owners to post information about mechanical problems they faced during the lifetime of their
vehicles. In this article, we summarize there is also a very intensive review of the most reported
complaints about the Kia Spectra vehicle. In summary, we categorized the problem into different
broad categories, information about suggested repair options and repair costs, and also mark
the mileage at which the problem most likely occurs. The goal of this article is still to help
current owners decide when it is worth repairing their vehicle and what type of problems they
will be facing during the lifetime of their vehicles. This way, they can be prepared and have the
other plan for repairing or getting rid of their vehicles. Before we jump into the details about the
Kia Spectra problems, we would like to give a quick overview of the main characteristics of this
vehicle and focusing mostly on the main pros. The Kia Spectra attracted a lot of owners for the
great and comfortable interior, the relatively low cost, the very nice exterior, and the long list of
safety features in the base model. This vehicle seats up to five passengers and gets strong
miles per gallon on city roads and 30 to 32 miles per gallon on the highways. The vehicle comes
with a front-wheel-drive And equipped with a 2. The vehicle comes with either A4 speed
automatic or five-speed manual transmission. In this section, we cover the most reported
problems about the Kia Spectra Problems. Overall, the Kia Spectra did not receive a whole lot of
reported complaints by current and previous owners. The majority of reported complaints about
this vehicle have to do with the fuel system, the engine, the seats and belts, the AC and heating
system, the interior, the electrical system, and the lights. The 1 st and most reported complaints
about the Kia Spectra have to do what they feel system, according to what was reported by
current and previous vehicle owners. Fuel system issues are related to gas fumes, gas leaks,
and stalling. One of the biggest problems with this vehicle happens around 30, miles and is
related to gas fumes in closed areas. According to what was reported by several owners, gas
fumes happens frequently and could cause safety issues. If you come up with a similar
problem, you might need to replace the purge valve, remove the gas tank, and replace the
canister. Another common problem with the Kia Spectra fuel system is related to vehicle
stalling after refueling. The problem could occur around 48, miles. While the owners did not
mention information about repair costs, they indicated that the issue was fixed under the
extended warranty. Engine problems are very critical; they are considered one of the
nightmares that thing driver doesn't want to deal with. This is the cause. If you had an engine
issue with your vehicle, you must resolve it as soon as possible. Otherwise, we'll be dealing
with complicated issues that might end up with completely damaging your vehicle.
Furthermore, engine problems are not the type of problems, yet you can do it yourself because
even if you have the required mechanical skill sets, you will still need to take the vehicle to a
dealership or a repair shop to use the appropriate tools. Unfortunately, the second most
reported problem with the Kia Spectra is related to the engine. While the number of reported
complaints about the engine is not super great, these problems were very critical, and it's worth
mentioning it here. Check engine lights are used by the internal computer of the vehicle to tell
you that there are mechanical issues that need your immediate attention. When check engine
light keeps illuminating frequently, it could be a sign of an issue with the vehicle. It can mean
that you resolved the problem. You didn't fix everything needed. You might have check engine
light issues in your 32, miles Kia Spectra vehicle, per what's reported by several owners.
Unfortunately, reported complaints did not include information about the exact cause for this
constant check engine light illumination. Engine stalling is another reported issue with the Kia
Spectra around 32, miles vehicles. While a lot of owners did not report the problem, it is still
something to keep an eye on around this mileage. The last problem we would like to highlight
here was reported only one time about a , miles vehicle. The owner mentioned that his vehicle
would reverse at idle. The problem could be beyond dangerous if one were there in the middle
of traffic or around other vehicles. Airbag problems were the third most reported about the Kia
Spectra vehicle. In general, airbag problems were either not functioning or check light
frequently illuminating on its own. Owners for vehicles around 80, miles reported significant
issues with the airbags. One of them reported that he got involved in a severe accident, and
their bag did not function. As a result, he had to stay in the hospital for more than two months.
The other owner reported the opposite story; their backs check light with common on its own
while it's not needed. AC and heating system were not reported as frequently about the Kia
Spectra. Only two owners had issues with lower not working vehicles around 97, miles. Similar
to AC and heating problems, central issues were not reported that often about the Kia Spectra
vehicles. The only reported complaint had to deal with issues with the door locks In vehicles
around 44, miles. The issue with the door lock is that if you left the key inside the vehicle and

you got this problem, you might not be able to get it out unless you have the windows down.
Thus, several owners recommend that you never leave your keys inside your vehicle unless you
are sure that the windows are a little down. Electrical system problems were also very rare with
the Kia Spectra vehicles. One owner of thousand miles Kia Spectra vehicle reported that his
vehicle is gotten fires due to issues with the AC wiring. Lights problems were reported only two
times about the Kia Spectra. Most problems occurred mostly around , miles vehicles, and one of
them is regarding headlights running out on the other as regarding left turn signal not working
properly. Transmission problems are very severe, and usually, they require a lot of money to get
fixed if they did. Luckily only one complaint was reported about transmission issues with the
Kia Spectra vehicle. One owner reported a complete transmission failure around , miles vehicle
without any previous warning signs and despite the regular maintenance of this vehicle. Well,
answering this question will have the same logic for any vehicle, whether it's the Kia Spectra or
not. Before you decide to repair your vehicle, you need to ask yourself several questions like: is
this the only mechanical problem that your vehicle has? Is your vehicle as a high mileage? Are
repair costs getting close to the actual worth of your vehicle, if not more? If you get to a point
where at least one of the mentioned questions has a yes answer, it is the time to start thinking
about Plan B and selling your vehicle or trading it with another better one. One thing to think
about is to sell your vehicle at junk. For example, cash car buyers are one of the top-rated junk
car removal companies in the area. We guarantee to buy your vehicle despite its condition.
Furthermore, we provide the safest and fastest junk car removal process in the area. To get
information about the process, or what you need to do is to give us a call, review and accept our
instant free offer, get your vehicle removed within one to three days, receive your cash payment
right on the spot. Once you have the cash payment, there are a lot of options in front of you;
you could use this money to start the down payment for a better vehicle that doesn't have any
mechanical issues and save yourself a lot of time and effort. In this section, we included
information about what current owners think of Kia Spectra Problems. It is important to note
that we focused this section on their views that had negative complaints about the Kia Spectra
vehicle. This doesn't mean that current vehicle owners do not like their car; it's just be focused
on providing more details about the vehicle problems rather than the vehicle's good features.
The first owner reported an issue to carcomplaints. This time there wasn't any gasoline on the
garage floor â€” so there wasn't an obvious leak like last time. However, now we have the added
problem of it stalling in traffic when you come to a stop and then try to accelerate and it dies on
you. Luckily, this didn't happen trying to merge into a flow of traffic so I didn't get hit by anyone
else. I can't find any recall information on this issue but numerous complaints on the internet
about previous Kias of various years and types having a stalling problem and fuel system
problem. At least when the gasoline actually leaked out of the car previously, there was
gasoline on the ground so that the dealership couldn't deny there was a problem. The second
owner reported a problem to edmunds. I do, however, would like a larger vehicle when we can
afFord it. The 3rd owner reported a problem to vehiclehistory. I have had my Kia for 7 years and
the check engine light has come on and off since I owned it. Kia won't do anything about it of
course because it is out of warranty. It is expected for early model years to receive the highest
number of reported complaints about any automobile brand. However, it is very surprising for
the 8th model here to receive the highest reported complaints, like what happened with the Kia
Spectra vehicle. While the number of reported complaints is not super high, it is still was
looking into why this specific model received the highest voted complaints. According to
carcomplaints. The total number of reported complaints should not be taken as the only factor
to evaluate any vehicle. This is because some vehicles I perceived a very high number of
reported complaints, and all these complaints are related to a couple of issues that are easily
fixed. Another vehicle could receive a few complaints that are related to a very significant issue
with the vehicle, including transmission failure or engine damage. In the Kia Spectra case, total
reported complaints where not that high and did not require high repair costs, although the
second most reported were related to engine problems. In general, the Kia Spectra is a good
vehicle despite the reported complaints after , miles. This is because any vehicle could start
having mechanical issues after the , miles. Thus, you are a current owner of a Kia Spectra keep
an eye at your vehicle mechanical issues after at , miles. If you run into problems that needed
high repair costs, and these costs are getting close to your vehicle value, you might need to
start thinking of selling your vehicle immediately. As we mentioned earlier, Cash Cars Buyers
can guarantee to buy your Kia Spectra despite its condition an offer you free towing despite
your living location. Why Us? How it works What we do Blog. All Rights Reserved. Recently the
vehicle radiator went out and had the radiator replace by a mechanic. Drove the vehicle around
for about 90 miles and everything was working fine. The engine would not turn. It was making a
constant noise when trying to start the engine but would not turn. I had one of my cousin come

check it out for me and brought his compression test equipment 3 of the holes only were at 30
psi while the other was hitting 60 psi. During this process oil did not start shooting out until we
were on the last valve checking with the test. He checks the timing belt and it seem to be
accurate. We measure the "T" and were on perfectly. We could see the red dot through the
holes to confirm it was on. My cousin then advise that he needs to replace the valves and take
apart the engine. He thinks it may be a bad oil pump that cause the time to jump just wondering
if anybody else has any other ideas of what to look for,. I guess kia isnt that good, esp. Get a
good murican' made car! Like others have said, check the starter and see if it engages properly
and everything. Do you see that the engine turns over and everything? I hope you have checked
all the obvious things like electrical and fluid levels, which are good to check even if it is not
related to the issue. Always make sure it is not a super simple thing. All too often I will get an
idea to fix some broken thing, and go to great lengths to attempt a repair, only to break it further
sometimes beyond economic repair and then realise the issue was something ridiculously
simple like a bad connection all along. Okay, here is my method. Noises are usually a good
sign. But I want some numbers to look at. Get some sort of volt meter or multimeter, and check
the battery voltage. A fully charged battery should read You have a pretty new car, which means
it has some sort of computer in it. Computers that control engines require about 9. Anything
less than that may still turn the engine, and make it seem like it will start. But will not start
because the computer can't think. Check the battery voltage with everything off, and while
cranking trying to start. These readings should be pretty informative. You want more than 9
volts, 12 would be best, but let's work with what we have. Good luck. Answer 6 years ago. If the
engine won't turn, its got nothing to do with compression failure which it doesn't sound like its
got to me, its got compressrion problems, sure, but if it won't turn, it ain't compression. Yeah
it's definitely a problem with the Starter. Please don't tear it apart until you check the starter,
Flywheel and electrical. Don't worry about the compression right now. As Steve said "if it won't
turn, it ain't compression. If you hear a Rapid "Ticking" or a " Buzzing " sound, that's the
starter's solenoid having issues Engaging with the flywheel. If you hear something that sounds
more like a Big Dog, going Wuff wuff wuff Kind of like it's saying "I think I can, I think I can"
sorry, only way I can describe it :P then your engine is cranking over and you may have a
different problem. A Charged battery? B Starter Fuse s C look for any frayed wires around the
fuse-box and the starter, And make sure all connectors are tight. I reckoned it must have been
at over 20, RPM. They really don't like it If it sounds like this when it cranks. Does the serpentine
belt look alright? The sudden lack of AC and then the symptoms of a dead battery at first blush
sound like the S-belt is broken since it runs the AC pump and alternator to charge the battery. It
also usually runs the oil pump and if the mechanic replacing the radiator damaged the belt it
could have broken prematurely or he could have loosened it while working and failed to
re-tighten it. You should be able to do this yourself. Start by just opening the hood and looking.
The S-belt wraps around several pulleys and is probably on the left side or front pf the engine.
Look for a pulley without a belt around it. Is the sound a clicking noise? If so, it's probably the
starter solenoid not engaging or engaging intermittently. That would imply low battery voltage
or a bad starter solenoid. Follow Asked by anthony. Tags: car kia spectra The forums are
retiring in and are now closed for new topics and comments. It sounds like the starter isn't
engaging in the flywheel, if, as you say it isn't turning over. Could you make a recording for us?
You just gave me an idea for an instructable. I won't do it but somebody else can. An
instructable that has a whole collection of different car sounds and what they mean. Sounds like
a low battery to me. But it is possible for a valve to jam. Can you pull all 4 plugs and wrench
turn the engine in neutral? Have it read for codes, even if the check engine light is NOT on the
computer will have stored information and codes. Discount auto stores will read codes for no
fee. Check fuel pressure at the fuel rail how many PSI? Barb answered 4 years ago. Toolman
answered 4 years ago. I have a Kia Spectra manual. The car has to be started in first gear to roll.
Afterwards, I can shift into my next gears just not to first if need be. And when I stop, I have to
turn off the car When I try to start my Kia spectra it don't make a sound or start. I have a Kia
Spectra, I have not had any problems with it until today. I pulled out on the road and it just died.
Now it want start, it will turn over but want start. Any suggestions? Content submitted by Users
is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be
considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of
Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. You can
read more here and make your cookie choices. By continuing to use this site you agree to us
doing so. It turns over but doesnt catch. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload
Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a new Kia Spectra question. Search Kia Spectra
Questions. CarGurus Experts. Find great deals from top-rated dealers Search. Related Models
For Sale. Used Cars For Sale. Usually on cooler days or after sitting over night, car will not start.

Turn the key and get one click from engine bay but no rotation. All lights are on that are usually
on at start. Battery and start the relay are new. It will start eventually if you cycle the key several
times. Any ideas? I had the same problem with my Kia Soul. After an exhaustive search for the
cause, I finally realized that the ground cable running from the negative battery to the shock
tower was not sufficient. After a few years the ground is inadequate. Get you a two foot long
battery cable with eyelets on both ends and it from the battery terminal to a bolt on the engine
or transmission itself. It fixed the problem and haven't had any issues since. In the warm
weather the expansion tightens up the connection to the engine. When it's cold everything
contracts and the ground gets loose somewhere. I cannot imagine for the life of me why they
would hook the ground from the battery to the body. Makes no sense. Guru1J18T answered
about a year ago. I have a Kia Spectra and had been having dead batteries. I was having
problems finding out why. Then a week ago I had a neighbor tell me they passed my house and
the lights were on in the car. Sure enough, the battery was dead the next morning. The switch
was in the automatic position. Justice answered about a year ago. I also have had the same
issue that Guru1J18T had. I found that if I open and close the driver door a few times it often
fixes the issue. Seems like a faulty door sensor. On the starter note, I have been testing my
starting system because I'm having similar issues to the OP. So far, I have narrowed it down
substantially. I replaced the starter which is no easy task due to poor location and it fixed
nothing. I believe my issue is the starter solenoid activation wire. It is quite corroded inside and
I can only get a little over 3 volts on the multimeter. Theoretically I should be getting over 12
volts. I am probably going to try replacing the last few inches of the wire and the connector
today. If this isn't my issue, I might be at a loss and she may end up at the mechanic shop.
GuruFHJS8 answered 10 months ago. Wife drives it so I havent done a lot of testing but the
grounding issue seems to be the most likiest and eassier to do. Would hate to replace the
starter and the problem is still there. Just hate that. If its the ground part thanks and keep on
trucking. Battery and s My car is not starting I have a brand new starter and brand new battery
installed the battery voltage is I have a Kia Spectra 1. I was using it and then parked it and then
never touched it for 3 to 4 years. I have replaced the battery with brand-new one fully charged ,
replace th When i turn the key all the power comes on but the starter won't turn over or make
any sound at all. My wife's radio in her KIA Spectra is not working I checked the fuse located at
the Driver-side knee I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by
CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed,
screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be
removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Starting issues. Report Follow.
Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a new Kia
Spectra question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search
Kia Spectra Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For
Sale. Used Cars For Sale. I have a kia spectra and when I tried to start the car nothing
happened. The battery was at After putting on the new one, the car was still dead and if you put
your head under the hood you can hear a buzzing. Does anybody know what this is and how I
could test it with a multimeter? Do you. So engine is not cranking at all? Was this answer. No
anti theft system at all. How would I check to see if the ignition switch is bad with a multimeter?
Also kragen told me there are 2 ignition switches. Is this true? If all is good then the ignition
switch and transaxle range switch will need tested. Put the ignition key into the ignition switch
and crank the engine. If the engine does not crank, and you hear a "click" when you first turn
the key to the "III" position, then your ignition switch is not the problem. If your engine does not
crank, and you do not hear a "click" when you turn your key to the "III" position, then your
ignition switch is broken, and you need to have it replaced. Ig2 fuse was blown. Thank you I
would have never found that. Would this be the cause of the car not starting or would it be a
symptom of another problem? Can a car fail to start because of a blown fuse? The car can not
start if that fuse is blown, it lets the ignition's circuit to operate, if it blows then it prevents
currents from running to the proper places which in turn disables the vehicle from starting.
Please login or register to post a reply. When your engine is not cranking turning over it will be
mainly due to three separate areas, first it could be the battery, cables or poor connection, next
is the starter When I Engine Will Not Turn Over. Asked by a. Sponsored links. Ask a Car
Question. It's Free! Do you have the same problem? I attached the procedure for you as well.
Check out the diagrams Below. Please let us know what happens. I would like to know the best
possible way to replace this from the car on the ground. Was this answer helpful? I have also
included a tip that provides a different way. This will also be in two parts Images Click to
enlarge Was this answer helpful? Here is a guide to walk you through the steps and diagrams
below to show you on your car. Please let us know if you need anything else to get the problem
fixed. Car was dead. So I thought it was not the starter. I then replaced a blown fuse, a green

40A ig2, and the car sounded like it turned over but there was a horrible high pitched metallic
grinding sound. I checked the fuse and this had blown it again. The car did not have the
grinding sound before so im wondering if it was possible if the starter was not torqued down
correctly this could happen or what? This grinding could also occur if the starter electrical
connections are hooked up in the wrong spots. Since the fuse blew and was getting the noise,
my bet would be on the wiring, not the mounting bolts. And what I should replace. Your right the
connection not the push spade the other screw on one was not put on tightly with the nut but
just put on loosly Was this answer helpful? I'm trying to locate where the starter is and I can't
find it. Do you. Good afternoon, I attached a picture for you to view. Roy Images Click to
enlarge. Was this answer. How to replace a starter in a 4 cylinder 16 valve Dohc. Hello I have
provided the removal and installation according to the manual. Images Click to enlarge. Here is
the installation Images Click to enlarge. And how to remove and replace? Look under the car, it
will be between the engine and transmission on the passenger's side. So I replaced the starter
on my car. Hello and thanks for donating The starter mounting bolts should have been torqued
to 27 - 38 Foot Lbs. So are you saying it could be be something in the wiring harness or I just
did something wrong being a newbee? Your right the connection not the push spade the other
screw on one was not put on tightly with the nut but just put on loosly Was this answer. Either
the wiring is not hooked up in the correct spots on the starter OR the wiring harness itself is
bad. Right but the faulty wiring harness would not cause the starter to make that noise right?
The new starter did not come with directions on where to hook up the one other cable that was
not the push spade. Besides the push spade there were two mounting areas but I only have the
one wire again besides the spade if I have 2 studs and one wire which one do I put it on? Please
login or register to post a reply. Easy step by step guide on how to replace a starter and
solenoid, though appearances may vary, the process is the similar for most vehicles. It Has
Miles On It. Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! The Kia Spectra has three engine
options--the 1. Although the location of the starter is underneath the Spectra below the intake
manifold on the bell housing of the transmission, the procedure to remove the starter varies per
engine type. Disconnect the negative battery terminal using a hand wrench. Lift the car up on
the car lift to gain access to the starter. Put on the safety glasses before going underneath the
Spectra. Use the ratchet and a socket to remove the four intake manifold stay bracket bolts.
Remove the bracket. Disconnect the electrical connections from the starter using the ratchet
and a socket. Remove the lower starter bolt using the ratchet and a socket, and then remove the
starter. To install, reverse the procedure. Spray the exhaust pipe below the starter connections
with a liberal amount of penetrating lubricant and allow to soak. Apply more lubricant spray to
the connections between the next three Steps. Remove the two upper intake manifold support
bracket bolts using the ratchet and a socket. Disconnect the exhaust pipe nuts and bolts. Use a
wrench to hold the head of the bolt stationary while using the ratchet and a socket to remove
the nuts. Remove the exhaust pipe. Remove the lower intake manifold support bracket bolts
using the ratchet and a socket, then remove the bracket. Remove the lower starter bolt using
the ratchet and a socket and then remove the starter. Disconnect the starter cable from the "B"
terminal using a ratchet and a socket. Remove the two starter bolts using a ratchet and a
socket, then remove the starter. Jody L. Campbell spent over 15 years as both a manager and
an under-car specialist in the automotive repair industry. Prior to that, he managed two different
restaurants for over 15 years. Campbell began his professional writing career in with the
publication of his first book. Step 1 Disconnect the negative battery terminal using a hand
wrench. Step 2 Use the ratchet and a socket to remove the four intake manifold stay bracket
bolts. Step 3 Disconnect the electrical connections from
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the starter using the ratchet and a socket. Step 4 Remove the two upper starter bolts using the
ratchet and a socket. Step 2 Spray the exhaust pipe below the starter connections with a liberal
amount of penetrating lubricant and allow to soak. Step 3 Remove the two upper intake
manifold support bracket bolts using the ratchet and a socket. Step 4 Disconnect the electrical
connections from the starter using the ratchet and a socket. Step 5 Remove the two upper
starter bolts. Step 6 Disconnect the exhaust pipe nuts and bolts. Step 7 Remove the lower
intake manifold support bracket bolts using the ratchet and a socket, then remove the bracket.
Step 2 Disconnect the starter cable from the "B" terminal using a ratchet and a socket. Step 3
Remove the connector from the "S" terminal. Step 4 Remove the two starter bolts using a
ratchet and a socket, then remove the starter. Reverse the procedure to install. Car lift Safety
glasses Penetrating oil Ratchet and metric socket set Hand wrench set.

