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to you by ClassicCars. The Pontiac Catalina is an automobile which was part of Pontiac 's
full-sized line from to Initially, the name was used strictly to denote hardtop body styles, first
appearing in the Chieftain Eight and DeLuxe Eight lines. In , the Catalina became a separate
model, as the "entry-level" full-size Pontiac. Originally referred to as "hard-top convertibles",
these vehicles offered pillarless design in the door and window areas, along with the top-grade
convertible appointments. The advantage this fixed-roof design offered is its sporty, airy feeling
without the expense and drawbacks normally associated with convertibles. With the exception
of the Bonneville , all Pontiac hardtops are designated "Catalinas" from to A one-piece
windshield was new for For , Pontiac dropped the name "Chieftain" and "Super Chief" models
for its entry level model and renamed it "Catalina", while demoting the former top-line Star Chief
to mid-line status eliminating the two door StarChief Catalina, the only hardtop for the StarChief
was the four door hardtop and expanding the Bonneville nameplate to a full flagship series that
included sedans , coupes , convertibles and Safari station wagons. In the lower-priced Catalina
line, Pontiac division advertising placed higher emphasis on the top trimmed two- and four-door
hardtops, convertible and Safari station wagons instead of the pillared two- and four-door sedan
variants despite the fact that the four-door sedan was the best seller in this line. Catalinas also
came standard with more amenities than Chevrolet models and included a larger and more
powerful V8 engine of cubic inches , compared to the Chevy's six-cylinder or and cubic-inch
V8s. Pontiacs also benefited from a much better automatic transmission than their Chevrolet
counterparts - the four-speed Hydra-Matic - versus the Chevy's two-speed Powerglide. Though
the basic Catalina started out with a full rubber mat, it could be ordered with full carpeting,
glovebox and trunk lights; dual front ashtrays, cigar lighter, glove compartment snack bar two
cup indents on the glovebox door that could be opened for use at drive-in restaurants were
standard, heater-defroster and a choice of cloth and Morrokide vinyl upholstery or expanded
Morrokide all-vinyl trim optional. Pontiac buyers could add even more trimmings for a few
dollars more by ordering the "decor group" which added full wheel covers, deluxe steering
wheel, chrome pedal trim plates and more. Also offered from to on most Catalina models was
the Ventura custom interior which was a separate model from to , which included the interior
and exterior upgrades offered with the extra-cost decor group option plus a slightly more
luxurious interior of cloth or Morrokide trims similar to the costlier Pontiac Star Chief or
Executive depending on the year. Catalinas and other Pontiacs were completely restyled on a

new General Motors B-body that was shared by all GM divisions from Chevrolet to Cadillac,
replacing the previous A-body utilized for Pontiacs and Chevrolets that was used only for Twin
tailfins, two on each side, were new and only in Pillared four-door sedans feature six-window
styling, while two-door hardtops were dubbed "bubbletops" due to the large wraparound bubble
windshield and thin c-pillar and large rear window; four-door hardtops featured flat-blade
rooflines with an overhang past the rear window. The Pontiacs featured a "split grille", which
came about by accident when the styling studio were exploring grille design. Experimentally, a
design for a conventional, full width, oval grille, containing horizontal quad headlights, was cut
in two and the halves transposed. With the lights remaining at the extremities, this gave the split
center, open ended look of the '59 Catalina. Along with the wider body came a 5" wider chassis
in which the wheels were moved out towards the fenders. This not only improved the
appearance of the car but led to improvements in ride and handling - spawning the term "wide
track" ride and handling which Pontiac would use in its promotional efforts for many years to
come. All Pontiacs were powered by various renditions of the new cubic-inch Tempest V8 which
was later renamed from as the Trophy V-8 , which was basically a version of the previous
cubic-inch V8 with stroke increased to 3. Available as a no-cost option with the Hydramatic
transmission was the horsepower dubbed the Economy V8 with 8. Bodystyles and drivetrain
offerings were unchanged from New to the option list was a "Sportable Transistor" radio that
could be used in the car in place of the regular "in-dash" radio or removed from the car for use
as a portable with battery power. Also new for were the optional "eight lug" aluminum wheels
with integral brake drums that not only enhanced the car's looks but also provided improved
stopping power. Another popular option for performance enthusiasts was the "Safe-T-Track"
limited slip differential. In the engine compartment the so-called "gusher type" cooling system
with cooling liquid entering the engine over the exhaust valves, reverse of what is more
normally done was replaced by the so-called "Equa-flow" type with conventional V-8 cooling
configuration. Inside, a revised instrument panel featured a new horizontal sweep speedometer
along with minor changes in trim patterns. The full-sized Pontiacs were completely restyled with
more squared-off bodylines, the reintroduction of the split grille first seen in and dropped for
and an all-new Torque-Box perimeter frame with side rails replacing the "X" frame chassis used
since The new frame not only provides greater side-impact protection than the "X" design but
also improves interior roominess. The distinctive protruding grille made its appearance on all
Pontiac products during the early s, and was a modern revival of a similar appearance on
Pontiac products during the s and early s, as demonstrated on the Pontiac Torpedo. Rooflines
are more squared off on four-door models with the six-window styling dropped on pillared
sedans and wider C-pillars with flat rear windows on four-door hardtops. A revised version of
the "bubbletop" roof was used on two-door hardtops. Wrap-around windshields were dropped
in favor of flatter glasswork for improved entry and exit to the front seat. The front and rear
track of the Pontiac was reduced to The Pontiac was advertised as "all Pontiac The models
never came from the assembly line with the ci engine; instead it was a specialty item installed
and sold at the discretion of individual dealers. A new "three-speed four-range" " Roto
Hydramatic " automatic transmission replaced the previous four-speed unit for The new
transmission is slimmer and lighter than the older four-speed Hydramatic, which was continued
on the larger Star Chief and Bonneville models. Also new for was a four-speed manual
transmission with Hurst floor shifter, available on special order. The Pontiacs received a heavy
facelift from the design with more rounded body contours and new rooflines on two-door
hardtops featuring convertible-like bows. For , Catalinas and other full-sized Pontiacs featured
cleaner, squared-off bodylines and vertical headlights flanking the split grille, but retained the
same dimensions and basic bodyshell of models except for the rear flanks of the new coke
bottle styling and due to this styling the rear track was extended to the 59 and 60 Pontiac's 64"
wide track. The Grand Prix got a brand new body with a unique roofline along with unique front
and rear end styling. Although still based on the Catalina, the GP looked much larger, more
powerful and more luxurious. It featured sumptuous Morrokide bucket seats and a
chrome-trimmed center console with floor shifter for the optional Hydra-Matic or 4-speed
manual transmissions. Mild facelifting including new grilles and taillights highlighted the
full-sized Pontiacs. Engine and transmission offerings were unchanged from except for a new
GM-built Muncie four-speed manual replacing the Borg-Warner T unit. Throughout most of the s
when Pontiac annually captured third place in industry sales, behind Chevrolet and Ford, the
Catalina was also often the industry's third best-selling full-sized car behind the first-place
Chevrolet Impala and second-place Ford Galaxie The Catalina's success in the low-medium
priced field led many competitors to respond with similar products such as the Chrysler
Newport , a less-expensive Chrysler that was priced lower than base models bearing the
Chrysler nameplate in recent previous years; and the Dodge Custom and Mercury Monterey ,

both of which were introduced as full-fledged low-medium priced full-sized cars in size and
power that followed unsuccessful efforts by Mercury and Dodge to bring out downsized
full-sized cars. In , even Pontiac's mid-priced rivals within General Motors responded to the
Catalina's success in the marketplace as well as to capture Chevy Impala owners "trading up"
to cars from upscale GM divisions. And since the Catalina was still priced lower than the Jetstar
and LeSabre, the lowest-priced full-sized Pontiac was often perceived by buyers as a better
value in the marketplace due to its larger standard V8 engine and three-speed automatic
transmission, and in comparison to the Jetstar 88 bigger brakes. The full-sized Pontiacs were
completely restyled with more flowing sheetmetal featuring " Coke-bottle " profiles and fastback
rooflines on two-door hardtops. Pontiacs for the were now available with GM's new-for
three-speed Turbo Hydramatic transmission, often abbreviated as THM This new unit replaced
the older three-speed, four-range Roto-Hydramtic in the Catalina, as well as the four-speed
Super-Hydramatic that was equipped in other Pontiacs. Despite the Turbo Hydramatic still
bearing the "Hydramatic" name, it shared no design components with either of the older
fluid-coupling based Roto or Super-Hydramatics. This new transmission was a large, but
welcome, departure from the older transmissions, which were not as durable, smooth or fast as
the new unit. The and cubic-inch V8s received a number of revisions including thinner wall
block castings. The full-sized Pontiacs received minor a facelifting of the '65 body with new
grilles and taillight treatment. Inside, the instrument panel was revised along with interior trim.
For , Catalinas and other full-sized Pontiacs received a heavy facelifting of the '65 bodyshell
with more rounded wasp-waisted body contours and fuller fastback rooflines, along with
concealed windshield wipers - an industry first. Replacing the and V8s of previous years were
new and cubic-inch V8s with bigger valves and a valve angle change built off the same Pontiac
V8 design in use since The valve angle change was so bigger valves and larger ports could be
used. The Tri-Power engine options were dropped for thanks to a new GM corporate policy
headed primarily by Ed Cole which prohibited the use of multiple carbs on all vehicles except
the Chevrolet Corvette and the Corvair, two of Cole's baby's when he was head of Chevrolet
Engineering and later Chevrolet General Manager. Front disc brakes and a stereo eight-track
tape player were new additions to the option list. The horsepower was standard and the HO was
optional. This model was dropped due to low sales since its introduction as performance car
buyers overwhelmingly preferred smaller and lighter intermediates such as Pontiac's own GTO
and the new Firebird ponycar, which was introduced for Safety came to the fore in , and the
Catalina featured all the new US Government-mandated safety equipment including an
energy-absorbing steering column, safety steering wheel, dual-circuit hydraulic brake system,
and soft interior parts. For , Catalinas and other full-sized Pontiacs received a minor facelifting
of the '67 body with a new beak-nose split grille along with a reverting to horizontal headlights,
and revised taillights. Engine offerings were similar to with revised horsepower ratings
including for the four-barrel , for the four-barrel and for the HO. Safety continued to be key in
with new fender side-marker lights becoming standard. Cars built after January 1, included front
outboard shoulder belts as standard equipment. The Pontiacs received a major restyling with
somewhat more squared off sheetmetal though not as much as similar cars from other GM
divisions and rooflines, the coke bottle rear flanks were gone. Catalinas also got a one-inch
wheelbase increase to Headrests became standard on all '69 Pontiacs built after January 1. All
GM cars except the Corvair got a new locking steering column that would become a Federal
requirement starting with the models. Variable-ratio power steering was a new option this year
pioneered by Cadillac in and front disc brakes were now automatically included when the power
brake option was ordered. Engine offerings consisted of a standard horsepower two-barrel or
no-cost optional regular-fuel horsepower with Turbo Hydramatic transmission , horsepower
four-barrel, horsepower four-barrel or the HO rated at horses. The standard three-speed manual
transmission and optional three-speed Turbo Hydramatic were continued as before, but the
four-speed manual with Hurst shifter was dropped from the option list. All full-sized Pontiacs,
including Catalinas, received a new Grand Prix-like V-nose grille for along with 'horns ports' on
a facelifted front end and new taillights mounted in the rear bumper. As in past years, a
three-speed manual transmission with column shift was standard equipment, but most cars
were equipped with the optional three-speed Turbo Hydramatic. Also offered for , but seldom
ordered, was a two-speed automatic transmission, Turbo Hydramatic that was available with the
V8. Catalina and Catalina Brougham sedans and coupes rode on a Station wagons also got their
own multi-leaf spring rear suspensions, while sedans and coupes continued to be suspended
with front and rear coil springs. New for was the Catalina Brougham series, which offered a
more luxurious interior trim than the regular Catalina, available as a two-door hardtop, four-door
hardtop and four-door pillared sedan. It was similar in concept to the Ventura series , and the
Ventura custom trim option on the Catalina , It was dropped in after its sales failed to meet

expectations. The Catalina Safari wagon became simply the Pontiac Safari for though it
continued to share interior and exterior trimmings with Catalina sedans and coupes while the
more luxurious Executive and Bonneville wagons were replaced by the new Grand Safari
wagon. While the Grand Safari shared its grille design with the new Grand Ville series, its
interior trim was identical to the optional vinyl interior offered on the Bonneville series.
Operated by switches on the instrument panel or a key switch on the rear quarter panel, the
tailgate slid into a recess under the cargo floor while the electric window slid upward into the
rear roof section. Pontiac boasted the new system made it easier to load and unload the wagon
in tight spaces, but the "Glide-Away" tailgate was prone to electrical and mechanical problems,
and water and air leakage problems, as the cars aged. Another trouble-prone feature Pontiacs
shared with all GM B- and C-body cars for was a new power ventilation system. The system,
also shared with the ill-fated Vega , used the heater fan to draw air into the car from the cowl
intake, and force it out through vents in the trunk lid or tailgate. In theory, passengers could
enjoy fresh air even when the car was moving slowly or stopped, as in heavy traffic. In practice,
however, it didn't work. Within weeks of the models' debut, however, Pontiacâ€”and all other
GM dealersâ€”received multiple complaints from drivers who complained the ventilation system
pulled cold air into the car before the heater could warm upâ€”and could not be shut off. The
ventilation system was extensively revised for All models featured new Grand Prix-style
wrap-around cockpit instrument panels that placed controls and instruments within easy reach
of the driver along with two round pods for a speedometer and the other for warning lights, fuel
gauge or optional gauges and electric clock. Interior trims were available in cloth and Morrokide
vinyl or expanded Morrokide depending on model. Catalina Brougham models and Safari
wagons came standard with a cubic-inch V8 with two-barrel carburetor rated at gross
horsepower that was optional on other Catalina models. Optional engines included a cubic-inch
V8 with two- or four-barrel carburetion and respective horsepower ratings of and , respectively.
All Pontiac engines for were designed to run on lower-octane regular leaded, low lead or
unleaded gasoline thanks to a GM corporate edict, necessitating reductions in compression
ratios. Power front disc brakes were made standard equipment for the first time in As in
previous years, variable ratio power steering and Turbo Hydramatic transmission were
extra-cost options but became standard equipment midway through the model run. Also
available on early Catalinas with the engine was a two-speed automatic transmission in addition
to the standard column-shift three-speed manual. The year was the last for the Catalina
convertible and the Catalina Brougham series. Instrument panels continued the "wrap-around"
theme but the two round gauges were housed in square pods. With the Catalina Brougham
discontinued only the regular Catalina models and Safari wagons were offered this year.
Catalinas and other full-sized Pontiacs including Bonnevilles and Grand Villes now rode on a
common Two-door hardtop coupes featured new fixed triangular side windows, but kept the
pillarless style with roll-down rear quarter windows, unlike Chevrolet, which eliminated the
rolldown rear quarters in the Caprice and Impala Custom coupes. The four-door pillared and
hardtop sedans were virtually unchanged from Interiors were much the same as except for a
revised standard steering wheel and new cut-pile carpeting. New to the option list were
adjustable accelerator and brake pedals, a Pontiac exclusive and seldom ordered , and a Radial
Tuned Suspension that included the upgraded tires along with other suspension mods such as
front and rear sway bars. The horsepower V8 with two-barrel carburetor was now the standard
engine on all models with a horsepower four-barrel and horsepower four-barrel V8 available as
options. Also for , the Safari wagon was renamed the Catalina Safari and continued to share
interior and exterior trims with sedans and coupes. The year brought revised front and rear
styling to Catalinas and other full-sized Pontiacs, along with standard radial tires and electronic
ignition. The same assortment of and engines carried over from with reduced horsepower
ratings ranging from to , but now mated to catalytic converters, which provided improved
driveability and fuel economy over previous emission control equipment, but mandated the use
of unleaded gasoline. Four-door pillared and hardtop sedans featured new six-window styling
with the sixth window on the hardtop sedan functioning as an opera window. For , only minor
detail changes were made to Catalinas and other full-sized Pontiacs that included revised grilles
with rectangular headlights now on Catalinas with the "Custom Trim Option-round headlights
continued on base models and taillight lenses. This year was the last for the vintage bodyshell,
optional adjustable pedals, V8 and the clamshell tailgate on Safari wagons. In , Pontiac and
other GM divisions downsized their full-sized cars in an effort to lighten weight and improve gas
mileage. The Pontiac was offered in , but replaced by Buick and Oldsmobile V8s from to ; and
the Pontiac , offered through , was replaced by an Oldsmobile V8 in only. With the downsized
model, the Catalina Safari got a new two-way tailgate that could be opened to the side as a door
or lowered as a tailgate which replaced the more complicated clamshell tailgate design. The

wagons also shared the same full-coil spring suspension as their sedan counterparts, rather
than the multi-leaf springs found on Safaris. As Pontiac V8s were completely banned from the
State of California beginning in due to the inability to meet the state's more stringent emission
control standards, Catalinas and Bonnevilles sold in California were equipped with engines
from other GM divisions through The Catalina was discontinued after the model year as Pontiac
sought to abandon the full-sized car market as part of GM's continued downsizing program.
When production of the Catalina nameplate ended in , over 3. In Canada, Pontiac was marketed
as a low priced car, rather than a medium price make as in the U. For the 4 years that Grande
Parisienne was offered, it was available as a 2 door hardtop, 4 door hardtop, or the model with
no twin in the US, the Grande Parisienne station wagon with hideaway headlights. Front end
styling copied the U. Like all Canadian Pontiacs built from to , Laurentians used full-size
Chevrolet chassis, drive trains, and other parts, but using a body shell similar in style to, but
not interechangeable with, the U. The Laurentian was available in all the body styles used for
the Chevrolet Bel Air, including hardtop coupes and sedans, through the model run. After ,
hardtops were offered only in the Parisienne and Grande Parisienne series first offered in ,
which paralleled the Chevrolet Impala and Caprice respectively. However, two-door hardtops
returned to the Strato-Chief and Laurentian series in because Pontiac discontinued its Catalina
2-door sedan in the U. The Canadian model line nameplates were never sold in the U. They were
built for the Canadian market and for export from Canada as disassembled "crate" or "kit" cars.
The one exception came when the Parisienne became an American Pontiac offering beginning
in mid through , although by this time the U. As the only remaining full-size Pontiac model
available at the time, the Canadian Parisienne had been coveted by US dealerships as a flagship
model to fill that market segment and compete with the Caprice offered by Chevrolet dealers.
The existing name was deemed suitable for the purpose and production was simply extended to
cover both countries. As well, these kits were assembled for both Left-hand drive and
Right-hand drive markets in Europe at GM plants in the Netherlands and Belgium. Canadian
Pontiacs were used in part because, for fellow Commonwealth countries, there were advantages
with import duties. But largely due first to the economies of part sourcing two separate GM lines
from the same parts bin. Second, with higher gasoline prices and lower discretionary spending
than in the US, Canadian Pontiacs like Chevrolets were more affordable, hence more marketable
overseas. Thirdly, without the bulk and weight of American Pontiacs, their Canadian
counterparts were better adapted where space can be limited, as in Europe and in a British RHD
environment where an overly large full-size car suffers considerable disadvantages. These RHD
cars had the same dashboards whether Chevrolet or Pontiac Impalas and Bel Airs were also
exported to RHD markets and only one dash design per bodyshell run so the models had the
one dash a RHD version of the Pontiac layout even though it changed annually in Canada and
the s all had a 'transposed' version of the '65 Chevrolet dash. The RHD cars also had antiquated,
short, 'clap-hands' wipers that almost met in the middle of the windshield rather than the
parallel wipers of the LHD Canadian cars. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle.
This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by
adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. May
Learn how and when to remove this template message. The Standard Catalogue of American
Cars â€” Kraus Publications. Retrieved Krause Publications. Archived from the original on
Models which were exclusive to Canada. Hidden categories: CS1 maint: multiple names:
authors list Articles with short description Short description is different from Wikidata Articles
needing additional references from May All articles needing additional references Commons
category link is on Wikidata Commons category link is locally defined. Namespaces Article Talk.
Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file.
Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Pontiac Parisienne U. Only Pontiac
Bonneville outside U. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Pontiac Catalina. Wikimedia
Commons has media related to Pontiac Laurentian. Ventura II. Tempest Custom. Custom S.
Grand Am. Strato Chief. Pathfinder Deluxe. Super Chief. Catalina Brougham. Parisienne
Brougham. Star Chief. Star Chief Executive. Grand Ville. Grand Ville Brougham. Bonneville
Brougham. Station wagon. Personal luxury. Grand Prix. Muscle car. Grand tourer. Cruisin
Classics would like to offer you a Pontiac Catalina. This is a cubic inch, automatic with 15,
actual Miles. Take a look at the unmolested interior and you will agree with our assessment.
Going to the new owner will be the original window sticker, protect-O-plate, owners manuals
and more The original Brasilia Gold does show some signs of wear with some touch up paint in
some spots but overall, not bad for a 46 year old car. The chrome and trim is in great shape with
plenty of shine left in her. It has steel wheels on all 4's with Pontiac hubs. The vinyl :Cordova
Top roof is in a very respectful condition with minimal signs of wear. The inside is a treat to
experience in both the drive and sight. The rest of the inside is beautiful. Dash, carpet, clear

gauges, door panels, etc The car runs and drives quite well and would make somebody a nice
driver quality ride. If you have any additional questions, please call one of our friendly sales
staff. We will be glad to help in any way including a walk-around for a more detailed description,
any questions on financing, or perhaps an interest in our Sell Your Car Brokerage Program. In
business since , we have sold cars all over the world and we insist on giving the best personal
service in the industry. The sale is subject to the following conditions and representations. This
vehicle is being sol
1998 dodge stratus owners manual pdf
john deere 350 mower
2002 buick rendezvous repair manual
d as is, where is with no warranty in connection therewith. The seller shall not be responsible
for the correct description, authenticity, genuineness, or defects herein, and make no warranty
in connection therewith. No allowances or set aside will be made on account of any
incorrectness, imperfection, defect or damage. Any descriptions or representations are for
identification purposes only and are not to be construed as a warranty of any type. It is the
responsibility of the buyer to have thoroughly inspected the vehicle, and to have satisfied
oneself as to the condition and value based upon that judgment solely. Seller assumes no
responsibility for any repairs regardless of any oral statements about the vehicle. For all your
classic car service, improvements and up-grades please visit us at. Here is a short list of our
High Quality High Performance services. Power steering, power brakes, tilt columns, cruise
control. Back To Search Results. View FullScreen. Contact Us For More Info.

