Subaru forester headlight problems

Subaru Forester owners have reported 17 problems related to headlights under the exterior
lighting category. The most recently reported issues are listed below. Also please check out the
statistics and reliability analysis of Subaru Forester based on all problems reported for the
Forester. Repeated issue with headlights failing after very shorty period of time from
installation. Replaced headlights 3 times in the past 11 months have replaced at least 1
additional time since may Bulbs installed correctly without making contact with any part of bulb
except plastic end with bulb grease applied to rear connector. See all problems of the Subaru
Forester. Consumer writes stating that running headlights being a requirement on vehicles. Had
to replace the headlight bulbs 4 times in a year. One time I had to drive home with just my
brights on because both left and right bulbs blown out at the same time. Tl the contact owns a
Subaru Forester. Periodically, when starting the vehicle, the headlights failed to operate. The
contact would have to jiggle the headlight assemblies in order to get them to operate. The
contact mentioned that the headlights have been replaced three times within two years and
were inadequate. The vehicle was not taken to a dealer or independent mechanic for diagnostic
testing or repairs. The vehicle was not repaired. The manufacturer was made aware of the
failure. The failure mileage was 70, Purchased in ak in Approximately 13, miles on engine.
Paperwork listed entry-point: hawaii. Current mileage: less than 60, Ongoing intermittent
problems since purchase: doors' locks electronic-responses unpredictably fail. Sometimes they
work; other times locks must be opened manually. These issues have been ongoing from
purchase in to current The passenger side now has water in it I will have to replace it also. The
vehicle only has 25, miles I would think in this day and age you could make a headlight
assembly that does not leak and become a safety hazard. The passenger headlight in Dec
Headlight assembly found with approx. There were no visible leaks. This appears to be a
common problem. Subaru service representative also had his personal Subaru headlight
assembly water filled. Other Subaru's also at dealers service area also contained water. Service
rep. Bulletins regarding this issue and found none. Have patience, my senior cell phone fails at
times. Since purchasing this vehicle we have replaced the drivers side headlight 6 times. In this
same time period we have replaced the passenger side headlight only once. I'm have a problem
with my headlights. In past months they have randomly gone out. The light bulb is good. So is
the fuse. Each time we took the headlight area apart and put it back together it light bulb came
back on. I do not know if its the wires or connection with the light bulb and the base. I did call
where I bought my car and as its out of warranty, will only fix for a fee. Subaru of America will
"decide after evaluated and fixed" as long ad only using all Subaru parts"- if they will cover this.
The last time this happened, both if my head lights went out at the same time. Very concerning
safety issue. We purchased a Subaru Forester in the fall of At about 4 years, or 40, miles the
plastic headlight lenses fogged over, reducing light output and dispersing, not focusing the
headlight beam making it difficult to see the road at night. My husband spent time using plastic
polish to remove the apparent fog on the plastic-headlight cover. At this point the lenses were
clear and un-fogged. After less than two months the fog on the plastic-headlight lens
reappeared. Subaru uses some sort of plastic that is extremely sensitive to road-dust abrasion.
This creates an unsafe driving condition when the head-light beam is dispersed rather than
focused on the road-necessary for night time visibility. Subaru has denied this is a
manufacturer's defect. They would be the last to admit this. This condition creates a potential
hazard. The headlight should not fog over within a two month period of being fixed. Moreover, it
should never have fogged over at all in a four-year old vehicle. The contact owns a Subaru
Forester. While driving with the headlights activated, the lights would not project bright enough
to the see the road ahead. The vehicle was taken to the dealer where the head lamps were
realigned and the light bulbs were changed, but the failure continued. The manufacturer was
notified of the failure. The failure mileage was I purchased a used Subaru Forester in In March of
a small parking light went out. I quickly found out that you would have to be a very skilled
mechanic to change any bulb on this vehicle. In order to change any bulb you first have to
remove the entire front grill which is almost impossible for the average person without
damaging the parts that hold it into place. Then you have to remove the entire light ficture to
change any bulb then you would have to have the headlights realigned. Most mechanics won't
attempt to change a light bulb on this vehicle. So I would have to drive around with my
headlight out untill I found a dealer. Subaru should change the lights at no charge to the
customer since it's certainly a design flaw. I have gone on Subaru owner chat rooms and it's a
major problem for all Forester owners. Everyone agrees that it takes a number of damaging tries
before changing 1 bulb. It seems that Subaru knows that because they carry a ready supply of
the parts you'll need to replace when you break them if you can get the grill off in the first place.
Thank you for you time. Headlight lenses are too clouded over to use safely. Driver has to hold
the switch all the way in to keep lights on the way home. Never noticed this before. Owner

checked but couldnt find a recall, and has contacted the dealer and arranged for repairs. Using
the turn signal leverl causes the headlights to go out. Initally the headlights flickered briefly and
stayed on, but they are now requiring some jiggling of the turn signal level to stay on. Also, the
headlights go out in switching between high beam and low beam, using the same lever. I am
contacting the dealer today. Below is listed the number of failures over the last couple weeks. I
directed myself to this site, but you don't have that on your list. When driving at night consumer
is unable to see the road clearly because of faulty headlights. No left or right adjustment for
head lights and not enough light to see the edge of the road. Also head lights are to high on
bright to low on dim. Car Problems. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 1. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 2. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 3. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 4. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 5. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 6. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 7. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester 8. Headlights problem of the Subaru Forester 9. Headlights
problem of the Subaru Forester Exterior Lighting problems. Brake Light problems. Tail Light
Switch problems. Turn Signal problems. Brake Light Switch problems. Tail Light problems.
Headlight Switch problems. Turn Signal Switch problems. The most recently reported issues are
listed below. Please also check out the statistics and reliability analysis of the Subaru Outback
based on all problems reported for the Outback. Headlights burn out repeatedly, without
warning or incident, sometimes both within a week. Car is driven less than 10k miles per year,
yet one or both headlights have had to be replaced annually on average. Bulbs are very difficult
for consumer to replace and must be done by garage or dealership. On one occasion both
headlights were out before vehicle could be taken to get bulbs replaced. Have had the low beam
headlights blown multiple times on my Subaru Outback, , at least times each ones, left and
right. Don't remember if I received a notification from Subaru or saw it online about the same
complaint from many owners and Subaru having a fix for it. Took it to the dealership in and they
replaced the blown bulb and told me that it was a improper contact that caused the issue.
Unfortunately, the problem continues. I have replaced the headlights at least 2 times since and
have one blown again. Suspect that this is a design issue and needs a through fix. It can cause
a dangerous situation if both headlights blow at the same time. Headlights burn out too quickly.
I am replacing my headlights approximately every 12, miles. Main headlamps burn out every 9 to
10 months causing a dangerous driving situation. If not installed correctly you risk a fire hazard.
This seems to be outside of reason, and a poor design that risks lives. I have found myself away
from home with no working headlights several times now. Headlights go out with abnormal
frequency. Driver's side bulb has needed changing on average every months, even though the
vehicle is rarely driven at night. Passenger side has been replaced twice in the last year alone.
Headlight and other exterior light bulbs die prematurely. I received a letter from Subaru about a
warranty extension and that they would cover the costs. So far I've had 3 headlights go out in
the last two years after 85k miles and also was told by a Subaru dealer yesterday that 5 other
exterior lights were out. The replacement of headlight bulbs is extremely difficult and
recommended that a shop or dealer do the work, making it very inconvenient to replace lights. It
is dangerous to have the headlights go out so often when driving at night and visibility is
reduced. There has been no recall or technical service bulletin issued by Subaru, that I know of,
and a lawsuit pending. Tamara recall I have had my Outback for 4 months now and have gone
through 3 sets of low beam headlights. Not sure why they keep dying prematurely. I feel there is
an electrical issue and I have seen multiple forums describing the same issue from other people
with the same year, make, and model. Frequent headlight burnout have had to replace headlight
bulbs 4 times in the last year review of data online indicates that Subaru recognized this as a
problem and was offering reimbursement for these costs to consumers. Deadline was Class
action suits have also been filed. Please help! The Subaru Outback has a known issue with
headlights burning out frequently. The Outback has an extended warranty for lightbulb
replacement, but that ends in , and causes the driver the inconvenience of frequently taking the
vehicle in to have headlights replaced. A recall needs to be created to fix this issue. Seems to
be failing way too often. Vehicle has 41, miles and always garage kept, original owner. While
driving home from work at around pm both my headlights went out. I could not see the road and
I drove off the side of the road and slammed my brakes on. I put the car in park and got out and
looked at my headlights. They were both out. The high beams did work. I had to keep high
beams on so I could make it home. I have replaced headlights in this vehicle five times and they
keep burning out. The drivers side headligh is out again and needs to be replaced. Low beam
headlamps burn out very quickly - within months, repeatedly. Also, the low beam headlights
only come on after dark. As day-time running lights they fail to come on. This occurs at all times
regardless of speed, temp, or driving conditions. Head light low beams continue to burnout,
have had for 3 years. Have had to replace 3 low beam headlights in past year. The low beam

headlights burn out ever months. No matter what type of bulb used, the low beam bulb
overheats and burns itself out faster than any other car. The headlight bulbs on my Subaru
Outback "burnout" every months. I addressed the issue with the the original dealer where the
vehicle was purchased, to no satisfactory end. They basically said there was nothing they could
do other than replace the bulbs. Since the first instance I have personally replaced the bulbs a
minimum of a dozen times. The latest burnout occurred this weekend while driving in a
snowstorm. The original dealer is no longer in business so I took it to a different dealer. They
explained that there is now a "warranty extension" in place to replace the bulbs for a ten year
period from the date of purchase. When I questioned what they were going to do to correct the
obvious electrical problem, the service writer stated "there is nothing that can be done other
than replacing the bulb". A subsequent call to Subaru of America produced nothing more than a
"sir, we have extended the warranty for up to ten years to replace the bulbs" when I repeatedly
questioned what was being done to fix the problem. I searched the internet and discovered this
is a known issue that Subaru is doing absolutely nothing to rectify. They are band aiding the
problem with the "extended warranty". This is a major safety issue when headlight bulbs just
"burnout", almost always at the worst possible time. Is it going to take my vehicle burning to the
ground due to an electrical short, voltage surge or whatever else is causing the burnouts, or
worse yet a Subaru owner being involved in an accident, before Subaru initiates a recall to fix
the issue they are well aware of. Multiple headlight failure since car was new. Atleast one
headlight goes out every three months. I have replaced many headlight bulbs. Now it seems, I
am replacing a headlight bulb about every 3 months!. One occasion they were both out and my
wife drove home with only the parking lights on she said "it sure is dark on route 9a". I'm not
sure I saved all the receipts, but I bet autozone has records withmy rewards account. Low beam
headlights burn out approximately every months. About to replace a bulb for the 6th time. Low
beam headlights burn out - continuing problem and replacement involves a poorly designed
access method requiring removal of wheel well plastic to get to the light bulb. Vehicle is not
safe with lights that burn out. I have to replace my low-beam headlight every months at a very
expensive cost. This is very frustrating and a severe safety issue. My low beam headlights both
went out at the same time. After some research, it appears that this is a problem with the
vehicle. I have had to have the headlight bulbs low-beams replaced a minimum of 4 times over
the past two years. The passengers side was first. Then a few months later the driver's side.
This continues for no apparent reason. Last night leaving work. The passenger side is out
again. I cannot believe I am the only Subaru owner who has experienced this problem.
Replacing them is no easy task as after investigating, you have to go through the wheel well to
get to it. Both sides will now have been replaced 4 times withing the two years. Minor issue
compared to the other complaints, but nevertheless a safety issue. The headlights have failed
several times. The dealer has replaced them, because, due to the front end design, it is
impossible to do it yourself. The dealer stated that the headlights fail because the front end
design allows the lights to overheat. This is 4th time that the headlight blows out. If it's not the
headlight its the point lights. I filed a complaint on Dec. Just noticed that the passenger side
headlight blew out again while driving on local road at night the other night. High beams work,
low beam is out. This is getting frustrating and Subaru dealer tells me there are not recalls. I am
sick of paying and taking time to drive 45 minutes to the dealer to get this fixed all the time.
Please do something. I have an appt. Tomorrow Feb. This seems to be an electrical problem.
Low beam headlight bulbs fail prematurely. Necessary to frequently replace less than 12 month
service life. Headlights on Subaru Outback continue to blow. Replaced all front lights multiple
times. Reckless endangerment of their customers and will cause crashes as lights go out while
driving vehicle. So far only one has gone out at a time for I am not holding my breath. Appears
that this is a very common issues that Subaru fails to stand behind the issue. Customers should
not be forced into purchasing only Subaru replacement product to achieve safety. This sounds
like extortion since it appears the only answer is to purchase Subaru original bulbs. This is
getting frustrated and I do not hear or see of a recall for the problem. I see alot of complaints,
but again, no recalls to fix the problem. Subaru keeps taking my money to fix the problem.
Headlights on Subaru Outback since owning it has blown out 3 times and pointer light has gone
out 1 time. I am not sure if I am driving or if they blow when I put the lights on. Will not be
buying anymore Subaru's. I have had to replace my headlight 6 times in the past 6 months. I
replaced it last week and noticed today it is already out again. Our Subaru Outback premium 2.
Only the low-beam lights need to be replaced so often. I have done it myself several times, but
accessing the light bulbs is a difficult process that requires going through the wheel well and
doing everything by feel because it is impossible to see what you are doing. Now I just have a
repair shop do it when I have it in for regular maintenance. It is getting old saying, "OH yeah,
can you replace my headlight that is out, too. This is a fundamental piece of safety equipment

that should not need to be replaced multiple times a year. In my kia rio, I have replaced
headlights a total of two times in 12 years. On my Outback, I think I am up to 8 headlight
replacements I have lost count in 5 years. I fear that some night when my wife and children are
driving home both headlights will go out and their safety will be jeopardized. I urge Subaru to
issue a recall for this dangerous issue. I purchased the car Outback new in October of Since
then headlights have been replaced at least 4 times and now September other exterior lights are
starting to fail. It appears this is a common problem. I replaced the driver's side headlight less
than a month ago and it is already burned out again. This is a repeated problem and it seems
that we're getting less and less life out of the headlights as time goes on. The Subaru dealer
seems to think this is just an effect of driving with the headlights on what am I supposed to do,
drive without light? Our Subaru Outback has had an excessive number of headlight bulbs burn
out over the past 18 months. Over the past 18 months I have had to replace 4 headlight bulbs, 2
driver side and 2 passenger side. They have all occurred at different times and the vehicle has
never been in an accident. This is becoming a safety issue with the vehicle and a costly repair.
There must be something in the design of the automatic headlight system design which is
causing these failures. I have replaced my low beam headlights on this car 3 times since I
purchased it and both low beam headlights go two weeks ago. So now it will be 5 times. I have
had the car two years. Why am I replacing headlights so frequently. I had this problem with my
car prior to this one, Honda civic I alway had an extra bulb in the glove compartment so I would
not get a ticket if stopped. I replaced it over 8 times from to I am wondering if the manufacturer
is the same. I should not have to replace headlights so often. Plus, I cannot change myself on
this car so I have to pay the dealer to replace. I cannot afford this in this economy. I have a
problem with the low beam headlights, Subaru is aware and has warranted for 10 years to
replace them. Well this happens about every 2 months and didn't start till I had the car for 5
years. The warranty starts from the time you bought the car which is , so I have lost 5 years. I
bought this car brand new off the lot. So after about the 6th time in a 8- to 1 year period, I asked
Subaru, why are you putting a band aid on this problem and not fixing the issue. The service
manager south blvd Subaru in charlotte nc stated that it's a lot cheaper for them to change the
lights than to fix the problem, that is not my problem. I buy cars and I drive them till the wheels
fall off, so it is an inconvenience for me to have to go there about every 2 months and have this
headlight replaced. And my 6 years are already gone for the warranty since I didn't start having
problems till now. So in I have to start buying the headlights, which are not cheap or if I go to
sell the car I have to tell the person, by the way, the headlights need to be replaced, that lowers
the value of my car. It is not right that they know there are issues and will not fix it. This should
be recall and all these cars need to be fixed and not handled this way. I will never buy another
one for this reason. Car Problems. Headlights problem 1. Headlights problem 2. Headlights
problem 3. Headlights problem 4. Headlights problem 5. Headlights problem 6. Headlights
problem 7. Headlights problem 8. Headlights problem 9. Headlights problem Other Exterior
Lighting related problems of the Subaru Outback. Headlights problems Exterior Lighting
problems. Tail Light Switch problems. Headlight Switch problems. Fog Light Switch problems.
Brake Light problems. Hazard Flashing Warning Light Unit problems. Outback and Legacy
owners are seeing red. Well, technically they're not seeing anything and that's the problem. The
model years in particular seem to burn through an alarming number of headlights. Some
owners have reported having to replace the bulbs three times within 36, miles. And to make
matters worse? Changing the lights is a major PITA. How bad can changing a light bulb be?
Light bulbs, whether they're in a Subaru or your house, are going to burn out eventually. But
what are the factors that lead to a bulb's demise? So all headlights burn out, but the Outback
and Legacy fail at a much higher rate. Some owners have to replace them every other month
and there's a couple theories why. Having to go through the wheel well makes it especially
frustrating! Because succinctness is overrated. While not a recall, the program extended the
vehicle's original "new car limited warranty" for headlamp bulbs to 10 years from the warranty
start date regardless of mileage. It also confirmed that Subaru was aware of widespread
premature headlight burn out in its 4th generation Outback and Legacy. Owners who had
previous repairs done were eligible for reimbursement with proper documentation. However,
claims to the program had to be submitted by November 17, In May , a Outback owner filed a
proposed class-action lawsuit over headlight problems. The owner said it wasn't the first failure
that prompted the action, but the nine times after that:. A dealership replaced both headlights in
the new car, but the plaintiff says the headlights continued to fail. Most of the failures involved
headlights, but on some occasions failures included side marker lights, parking lights, license
plate lights and turn signal lights. The lawsuit names the Outback and says voltage surges pass
through the system, causing the lights fail. The problem seems to be made worse when the
lights are put in automatic mode. Maybe you've experienced this problem. Maybe you're

concerned you will soon. Whatever the reason, here's a handful of things you can do to make
sure it gets the attention it deserves. Major class action law firms use this data when
researching cases. Their focus is on safety-related issues. OK, Now What? File Your Complaint
CarComplaints. US vehicles manufactured through August 8th, US vehicles manufactured
through August 22nd, If one light doesn't work while others do first assess which lights are the
problem. If the headlights don't work while the tail-lights and turn signals are fine, then you've
likely got a blown fuse. Open up your fuse box and replace the fuse that corresponds to your
headlights. If only a single headlight isn't functioning then replace it. If that doesn't fix the
problem remove the light bulb and clean the light socket. It's possible the light socket became
corroded over time. If this doesn't work then remove the headlight's housing and expose the
back of the socket. Make sure that none of the wires and their contacts are corroded or
damaged. If everything is clean and connected, then the only remaining possibility is the
ground wire, or lack of one. The headlights on many Subaru Foresters are not adequately
grounded. Simply take the ground wire leading from the headlight to the car's metal frame and
strip away a little more of the plastic covering. Solder this exposed portion to the frame to
strengthen the ground wire. This should take care of the problem. Lights that burn out quickly
are receiving too much electricity. A device that is part of the vehicle's alternator is known as a
voltage regulator. As the name would suggest, it regulates the voltage passing from the car
battery to the rest of the vehicle. The electrical systems on the vehicle tend to be more robust
than light bulbs, meaning that the bulbs would burn out frequently long before any other
operational problems appear. There are given voltages that your voltage regulator can be set to.
Check through your car's user manual to find out what voltage the lights operate at and
compare this with the setting on your voltage regulator. If the regulator is on the wrong setting,
simply move the plastic slide over to the correct one. If the setting is correct and the problem
persists than the regulator is defective and needs to be replaced by a mechanic. It's normal for
one's headlights to flare upon acceleration. The sudden increase in speed causes the front end
of the Subaru Forester to tilt upward. Also the acceleration increases the rate at which the
engine generates electricity. The voltage regulator lags behind
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in bringing the power surge under control. However if the voltage regulator is set to an above
average limit, then one's lights will flare excessively and burn out quickly. Check the regulator.
If the lights flicker it's because of a loose connection, either with the bulb and the socket or the
back of the socket and the alternator. Check each wire junction and make sure the wires are
firmly in place. If this does not stop the flickering, its because there is a short circuit somewhere
in the system draining the power, which should be going to the headlights. Check the wires for
bare spots where the plastic coating has come away. If these spots touch metal then the
electricity running through them is being redirected elsewhere. John Albers has been a
freelance writer since He's currently expanding into creative writing and quickly gaining ground.
Lights Flicker and Flare It's normal for one's headlights to flare upon acceleration. Writer Bio
John Albers has been a freelance writer since

