Toyota mr2 wikipedia

To fill out this checklist, please add the following code to the template call:. The External Links
needs to be cut down a lot. I don't know what qualifies under WP:EL but if someone could help
cut it down that would be great. I'd love to see the source of the comment 'and a new CT26
sometimes going by the misnomer CT20b turbocharger'. I've never seen or heard anything to
suggest it's called a CT26 either though. I once tried to buy one from the leading turbo charger
reconditioner in the UK, and they refered to it by the number cast into the casting, '', but I
imagine that was just a convenient way for them to identify the part rather than an official
Toyota designation. The original part that came off my car didn't have a CT designation either,
unlike pre where 'CT26' is often clearly on the inlet casting. I think some of the power figures are
wrong i. Similarly I think the earlier Japanese turbos were PS but I've never seen this figure on
official literature yet. As far as I can remember the American MR2 turbos are indeed hp though.
I've corrected the figure for the turbo but left the other figures as they are as I'm only What I
suggest is to try to find the 'PS' figures for the cars preferably from Japanese brochures , as
that seems to be the form that Toyota Japan uses these tend to be equivalent to hp figures.
Then multiply by 0. You'll notice in the article the ratio between the hp figures and the kilowatt
figure varies. I would say the varying HP quotes are valid enough, as far as power
measurements go. As such, all HP measurements should always be taken with caution though
These are traditionally regional bodies, so different testing standards can apply in different
markets as do different emissions and engine tuning requirements which affect performance
too. Even though these are governed by the standard of testing, the HP output of a given engine
may vary according to rule application and quality of corrective calculations specified in the
standard. Two different motors of identical design subject to varying manufacturing tolerance,
tuning and emission controls become even less comparable! Some engine manufacturers are
known to pick and choose test results to suit themselves, as well as make a mess of unit
conversion, hence the great variation in quoted HP. BTW Michelmreid, the SAE was initially an
American society that has provided definitions for US manufacturers of a 'horse's power' and 2
standard methods for measuring engines to obtain the reading which have changed over time.
Regarding the changes, the US situation maybe should be mentioned. As far as I heard the US
never got the later revision 3s-gte engines, even in and cars this needs to be confirmed though.
Of course the car ceased to be sold in the US after too, and the and sales figures were very low.
I've added a brief note that was the last year the car was sold in the US. Where Fiat had failed,
Toyota had created a huge success. In fact in comparison the MR2 model didn't last one fifth as
long. If you want to make a comparison, fair enough, but at least be reasonable. Graham , 28
May UTC. Yes, I do admit that the article is somewhat biased - I own an MR2 myself and I'm
quite enthusiastic about it. The original, finnish language version of this article was written for
the Toyota Club of Finland so that may contribute to the bias as well. Modifying the article
towards a more neutral position would definately be a good idea but I think I might not be the
right person to do this task. I only have MR2 sales figures from to and the were sold in Japan
alone - cars were sold in North America. The worldwide total between those years appears to be
approximately I don't know how well the MR2 has done from to the present but apparently not
quite as well as the earlier models. All I'd like to add is to whom ever keeps changing the
release date of the ZE powered car, please stop. The Supercharged car was available in Japan
and southern pacific regions in The American market didn't get it till a year later. Stop changing
it. Bill Strong Toyota changed the model to include wider rear tyres and changed the rear
suspension so that the car would be more prone to understeer, thus making it more difficult to
push the car into snap oversteer. These changes also made the cornering abilities a bit worse
Any documentation to back this up? I have driven both a 91 and a 93 and I disagree. In fact I
believe this is a point of contention among many MR2 owners. It should probably not be
presented as a fact that the 93 suspension is worse. Note: In the US, these changes took effect
for the model year, are you using because that's when the JDM changes took place? Having
owned three different revision MR2s, the difference is most definately noticable; the rear of the
Revision one models is definately more 'lively' and more prone to fishtailing. I think this line
should be removed from the article. Did someone from Toyota actually say this? The same line
is also in the Scion tC article. Could somebody find and include the average weight for the
AW11 model? Could somebody get the actual value? I believe that SW20 is around 3, lbs. I've
got kg written on my registration papers. The AW11 section states that a targa top was available
in Japan. Is this a reference to a true targa top where the entire roof section is removable or is
this in reference to the T-bar top with a bar running down the centre? Big difference, as the
T-Top was standard on some US models. I'm putting in collectible article for Toyota, but some
editors says Wikipedia has no place for such an article and will remove any attempt to write
about toy MR2 or a toy anything. I'm a toy car collector. It doesn't strike me that an article for
the collectible is notable, but feel free to add a Collectibles section to this article! Anyone who'd

"driven both" would quickly realise the only similarities are the fact that the engine is in the
back end. The 1MZ-FE motor, that comes from the V6 powered Solara and Camry, has quickly
become a popular modification as the expense of switching to the V6 motor is roughly in line
with installing a turbocharged motor into a formerly naturally aspirated car. Now Brads victory
was an awesome success, tried by a handful of MR2 owners before. The resale prices of late
model MK2 turbo MR2s has gotten a bit out of hand for a few years, the prices were climbing
well before Brads victory. And a modified MR2 would not increase the value of stock model.
That quote just does not make sense. I have specs and images of the Toyota Museum car and
also of the other that is located in Germany. It would be nice to finally get a detailed inventory of
the actual history of the car. I have more as well, including inside shots and engine shots of the
black TTE rally car. This was done back in the late 90s to early s. In actuality the Lotus M90 a.
This kills me It would be closer related to the Corolla Bill Strong I changed the language " Of
course Toyota made the GT, but it's debatable that this was a production car. This is wrong. Not
all engines used the L-Jetronic injection system. Only countries that required strict emissions
standards used the L-Jetronic. The D-Jetronic was used on non-emissions built cars. These
cars also did not come with catalyst. This explains why the non-North American cars made
more more power. In place of the Cat a resonator was placed. Other changes were related to
fuel quality and compression rations I believe that secondary timing also played a small
difference in relation to fuel quality. Power ratings also changed with the rev2 change to the
Supercharged block with the wider bearings and heavier components. Simplify build by just
using one component instead of many. There is also reference to the Mk1 C50 transaxle. There
was an article written in a car magazine in the mids about Toyota quality. About how Toyota
sent engineers to dealerships to review warranty cases like the weak transaxle issues that the
MR2 was seeing. One of the benefits of this was that the engineers would see what was
breaking and how, then get this info to the factory engineers so that they could implement
changes to the production models. They made these changes on the fly. Something that other
companies like GM and Ford could not do at the time. I do not have reference to the magazine, it
could have been Autoweek or one of the other big guns in the states. The Ijection system was
not built by Bosch. It was licensed by Toyota from Bosch and actually was a major improvement
of the Bosch L-Jetronic system. Is this a North American thing? MR stands for "Midship
Runabout. If you open the hood front of the MR2 spyder, "Midship Runabout" is written on the
spare tire hatch. This edit diff brought to my attention that someone disagrees with what MR2
sounds like in French. If it's simply someone trying to censor it or not, I don't know. I looked up
"est merdeux" in a translator and it gave me "is filthy". If someone can make sure this is
correct, that would be great. In the meantime, I have reverted the edit. I notice the image page
specifies that the image is being used under fair use but there is no explanation or rationale as
to why its use in this Wikipedia article constitutes fair use. In addition to the boilerplate fair use
template , you must also write out on the image description page a specific explanation or
rationale for why using this image in each article is consistent with fair use. Please go to the
image description page and edit it to include a fair use rationale. Using one of the templates at
Wikipedia:Fair use rationale guideline is an easy way to ensure that your image is in compliance
with Wikipedia policy, but remember that you must complete the template. Do not simply insert
a blank template on an image page. If there is other fair use media, consider checking that you
have specified the fair use rationale on the other images used on this page. Note that any fair
use images lacking such an explanation can be deleted one week after being tagged, as
described on criteria for speedy deletion. If you have any questions please ask them at the
Media copyright questions page. Thank you. These "related" sections in the infoboxes are
getting out of hand, for example "Pontiac Fiero" in the SW20 box?! The MR2 shares engines
with many other cars but that's the end of any similarities. I've removed them. I know all of us
are proud of our cars, and put the picture of the car in there, but this isnt a competition, this is
an uncyclopedia, therefore, an image of the car in PERFECT conditions must be posted for
informational purposes. Agree - it is a bit silly. The current picture at the top of the article has a
MR2 with a damanged unable to fold correctly roof. Autotrader has MR2 on its up coming list for
a release. Morcus talk , 3 August UTC. Where did this originate anyways? Is there any Toyota
literature supporting this naming scheme? We probably should either remove it or include a
note if it's not a Toyota term. Bdc talk , 15 April UTC. I made some changes and removed quite a
bit of text from the article -- mostly excessive or unverifiable information, and I removed an
entire paragraph from the MkII section that basically repeated the previous paragraph in
someone else's words. The MkII section in particular had lots of grammar errors and bad info.
I'd like to bring this article up to "B" article standards, so please chime in if you have an
opinion. Bdc talk , 5 May UTC. I've been asked by bdc to give an opinion about the quality of
this article. Here's what I've noticed after a short look. More will follow as I find time. Finished

another big round of edits. Feel free to comment or discuss. Bdc talk , 28 July UTC. I would
argue for naming the sections simply "First generation W10 ", "Second generation W20 ", and
"Third generation W30 ", leaving production years out of section headings - as they are often
subject to constant changes by people who favor model years or have some other ideas. I am
going to try and dig up some reliable early info too. I'm starting to get dizzy from the lead image
changing daily. Let's discuss it here first. I have a personal preference to the first generation but
no generation has any official preference. But I'm not keen on that red first gen image because
the truck in the background makes it look cluttered. The black image is much cleaner - but a
less front-on angle would show it's lines better. Any other comments? Google, in its infinite
wisdom keeps giving me Australian sources. Unclear to me as article stands. Seasalt talk , 9
May UTC. I have just added archive links to one external link on Toyota MR2. Please take a
moment to review my edit. I made the following changes:. When you have finished reviewing my
changes, please set the checked parameter below to true to let others know. As of February ,
"External links modified" talk page sections are no longer generated or monitored by
InternetArchiveBot. No special action is required regarding these talk page notices, other than
regular verification using the archive tool instructions below. Editors have permission to delete
these "External links modified" talk page sections if they want to de-clutter talk pages, but see
the RfC before doing mass systematic removals. I have just modified 5 external links on Toyota
MR2. If you have any questions, or need the bot to ignore the links, or the page altogether,
please visit this simple FaQ for additional information. I have just modified 4 external links on
Toyota MR2. When you have finished reviewing my changes, you may follow the instructions on
the template below to fix any issues with the URLs. Nbvolks and GreenGhost74 keep changing
the lead image. Can you two and any other interested parties please discuss here instead of
flip-flopping the article daily. For my 2 cents, I would be happy with either image. My apologies
for engaging in too many reversions, I was not aware of how BRD is supposed to work. My
thinking behind replacing the lead image is to offer a better representation of the stock factory
spec vehicle. The previous image from Nbvolks depicted a Rev3 MR2 with Rev5 MR2 wheels
and turns signals, which is not representative of how the vehicle was ever sold. While I've been
writing this, the lead image appears to have been changed again to a the same Rev3 MR2 with
more Rev5 MR2 updates, but it also appears to have an aftermarket brake kit. I would also
appreciate some sort of reasons being given for why my revision keeps being reverted.
GreenGhost74 : Are you sure the image you uploaded is your own? It look like it you
photographed it from some 90s magazine or publicity shot. The recent date where it was took
and the exif data, you seem to have done just that. Hi I'm new to Wikipedia and am an MR2
enthusiast, I noticed that when you click on Akio Yoshida's name it brings you to a page of a
Japanese soccer player. From the research I've done it seems like these are different people
should this link be taken off or should a page be created for Mr. Not sure how accurate or
verifiable this is but it gives us something to trace. I wasn't a fan of the current 1st gen MR2 lead
image so I changed it to the image with the second image I linked but it got reverted. Which
image do you guys think is better overall? I think the composition, spec of the car and quality of
the second shot overcome it having a small rope in front but what do y'all think? I'll also include
3 other alternate options as well. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This is the talk page for
discussing improvements to the Toyota MR2 article. This is not a forum for general discussion
of the article's subject. Put new text under old text. Click here to start a new topic. New to
Wikipedia? Learn to edit ; get help. Assume good faith Be polite and avoid personal attacks Be
welcoming to newcomers Seek dispute resolution if needed Article policies. Cars portal.
Retrieved Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit New section View history. Help Learn to
edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Assume
good faith Be polite and avoid personal attacks Be welcoming to newcomers Seek dispute
resolution if needed. Article policies No original research Neutral point of view Verifiability. This
article is of interest to the following WikiProjects :. WikiProject Automobiles. Cars portal v t e
This article is within the scope of WikiProject Automobiles , a collaborative effort to improve the
coverage of automobiles on Wikipedia. If you would like to participate, please visit the project
page, where you can join the discussion and see a list of open tasks. This article has been rated
as C-Class on the project's quality scale. This article has been rated as High-importance on the
project's importance scale. WikiProject Sports Car Racing. This article has not yet been
checked against the criteria for B-Class status:. Referencing and citation: not checked
Coverage and accuracy: not checked Structure: not checked Grammar and style: not checked
Supporting materials: not checked Accessibility: not checked. WikiProject World Rally. If you
would like to participate, please visit the project page for more information. This article has not
yet received a rating on the quality scale. This article has not yet received a rating on the
importance scale. WikiProject Brands. This article has not yet received a rating on the project's

quality scale. This article has not yet received a rating on the project's importance scale. The
Toyota MR2 is a two-seat, mid-engined , rear-wheel-drive sports car manufactured in Japan and
marketed globally by Toyota from to over three generations: W10 â€” , W20 â€” and W30 â€” It
is Japan's first mid-engined production car. Conceived as a small, economical and sporty car,
the MR2 employed straightforward design elements, including fully independent MacPherson
strut front and rear suspensions, four-wheel disc brakes , and a transverse-mounted inline-four
engine. The name MR2 stands for either " m id-ship r un-about 2 -seater" [1] or " m id-engine, r
ear-wheel-drive, 2 -seater". The MR2 derived from a Toyota design project with the goal of a car
which would be enjoyable to drive, yet still provide good fuel economy â€” not necessarily a
sports car. Design work began in when Akio Yoshida from Toyota's testing department started
to evaluate alternatives for engine placement and drive method, finalizing a mid-transverse
engine placement. Toyota called the prototype SA-X. From its original design, the car evolved
into a sports car, and further prototypes were tested both in Japan and in the US. Significant
testing was performed on race circuits including Willow Springs , where former Formula One
driver Dan Gurney tested the car. All three generations were in compliance with Japanese
government regulations concerning exterior dimensions and engine displacement. The car was
scheduled for a Japanese launch in the second quarter of under the name MR2. Toyota
introduced the first-generation MR2 in , designating it the model code " W10 ". When fitted with
the 1. Likewise, the 1. The car is often referred to as the AW11, referring to the chassis code of
the most common 1. Toyota's active suspension technology, called TEMS , was not installed.
With five structural bulkheads, the MR2 was quite heavy for a two-seater of its size. A five-speed
manual transmission was standard, with a four-speed automatic available as an option. Based
on the same block and head, the 4A-GZE was equipped with a small Roots-type supercharger
and a Denso intercooler. T-VIS was eliminated and the compression ratio was lowered to In
addition to the new engine, the MR2 SC was also equipped with stiffer springs, and received
special "tear-drop" aluminium wheels. The engine cover had two raised vents only one of which
was functional that visually distinguished it from the naturally aspirated models. This model
was never offered outside of the Japanese and North American markets, although some cars
were privately imported to other countries. MK1a and MK1b are unofficial designations, but are
frequently used by owners and vendors to distinguish between early production vehicles and
later face-lifted models. While there are considerable differences detailed below, the most
notable being that rear suspension components are not interchangeable between the MK1a and
MK1b cars. The changes in MY and MY occurred in parts. An example is that some MY cars still
retained the old "flat" front bumper despite having MK1b upgrades everywhere else on the car.
Some early MY 7-rib engines came with the earlier blue top valve cover. Some MY cars have a
rear sway bar, while the mounting tabs on the strut housing were either there for both sides,
only one side, or none at all depending on when Toyota ran out of the older rear struts with
mounting tabs as production used up parts. The Australian Wheels magazine chose the MR2 as
its favourite sports car. In and Toyota produced two final production runs of fully optioned
"Super Edition" MR2s, based upon the supercharged Japanese market model, and only sold in
Japan. The model, a run of units, featured a special Midnight Blue paint, the MOMO
-commissioned steering wheel and gear knob, Recaro "Milano" seats with matching door
panels. The model also benefited from some of the last G-Limited model options, such as the
LED rear spoiler brake light and more aerodynamic wing mirrors. Both "Super Edition" models
had unique decals on the rear visor and side stripes. While Toyota's front-engine, rear-drive
Celica rally cars proved dominant in the African Group B rallies of the s, they were at a
disadvantage on the twistier European stages. Though somewhat similar on the outside, it's
clear that it shared very little with the production car. Little is known about this project because
it never competed. With Group B cancelled in , the proposed Group S regulations suffered the
same fate, and the car was reduced to a museum piece. During a surprise appearance at the
Goodwood Festival of Speed , Toyota drove and displayed a black D. The MR2 went through a
redesign in though North America did not receive them until early as models. The overall design
of the automobile received more rounded, streamlined styling, with some calling the MR2 SW20
a "baby Ferrari" or "poor man's Ferrari", since the car did have several design cues borrowed
from Ferrari. When the AW11 was still in production and before the SW20 was officially shown
to the public, several rumors were spreading stating that Toyota was building yet another
mid-engine sports car, one that would have a 3. Differences between the normally aspirated and
turbocharged models include the "Turbo" emblem US on the rear trunk, 'TWIN CAM 16 TURBO'
decal above the side intake Japanese market , a fiberglass engine lid with raised vents, fog
lights, and an added interior center storage compartment located between the two seats. All
SW20 MR2s came with a staggered wheel setup, with wider wheels and tires in the rear than in
the front. The Revision 1 Turbo SW20 can pull 0. In the rankings of personal bests, a Rev 2 GT-S

was able to clock The second-generation MR2 underwent a variety of changes during its 10
years of production, grouped in four different periods:. Changes to the suspension geometry,
tire sizes and power steering in January MY were made in response to journalist reports that the
MR2 was prone to "snap-oversteer". As a counterpoint to the snap-oversteer phenomenon of
the MR2, other journalists point out that most mid-engine and rear engine sports and super cars
exhibit similar behaviour, and that a change to the driver's response to oversteer is really the
solution. In any car, braking shifts the weight forward, and acceleration to the rear. When
drivers enter a corner with too much speed, and lift the throttle mid-corner, the weight transfers
forward causing the rear tires to lose traction called lift-off oversteer , which can result in a spin.
When improper steering inputs were made attempting to correct this non-power-on oversteer,
the rear of the MR2 would swing one way, then wildly and quickly the otherâ€”thus the term
"snap" oversteer. Toyota elected to change the MR2 suspension and tires to reduce the
likelihood that this would occur, though many drivers would lament the change and claim that it
"neutered" the sharp edge the MR2 was known for. In order to ensure exclusivity, a high price
tag was charged and total of just 35 factory car conversions were completed by Toyota
Technocraft Ltd. Each official Technocraft-converted car was made using lightweight fiberglass
components front fenders, trunk lid extension, rear quarter panels, gas door, front and rear
bumpers, 3-piece wing and re-classified as completely new cars with their own specially
numbered TRD VIN plate riveted to the body to indicate their authenticity and rarity. The Toyota
Technocraft Ltd. Virtually every car converted also had other TRD parts fitted too, including
extensive changes to both the suspension and engine. In many respects, the extended body
can be compared to that of a Porsche Slantnose modification. The car's width is extended and
body dimensions dramatically changing the car's overall visuals. Very little is known about
these cars outside Japan. The "T" [31] as it was called, was powered by a naturally aspirated 2.
A sportier look was given to the vehicle as well through engine scoops, side skirts, a Ferrari
-esque rear light grille, forged wheels, revised bumper designs, and a larger rear spoiler.
Though undeniably still an MR2, the T was in all essence a more refined automobile, as is the
nature of any TOM'S outfitted vehicle. Whilst the T was a normally aspirated vehicle, TOM'S also
produced equipment for turbocharged models â€” e. II" Engine Control Units. TOM'S still keeps
a T part list on their website, and there are still T part catalogues in circulation between
enthusiasts to this day, albeit second-hand. These cars featured a retractable, cloth softtop
roof, wingless trunk lid, and an engine lid that was unique to the SW20 spider. Most of these
cars were automatics and nearly all of them sported a naturally aspirated engine. Toyota
decided against putting its name or logo on these cars as a result of its desire to distance itself
from cars that featured leaky roofs. Most of the Spiders came in Lucerne Silver with a blue side
moulding and featured black and blue accented cloth seats. Early in the s, the SW20 enjoyed
considerable success throughout the world. The MC8-R housed a twin-turbo version of the 4.
One MC8 road car was built in order to meet homologation requirements. The car disappeared
from public eye within a year of its construction, but surfaced again on the Japanese collector
car website SEiyaa in , two decades after its disappearance. With JGTC being the highest form
of sports car racing in Japan, many manufacturers and private teams alike spent countless
hours of research and development into perfecting their respective chassis. Toyota would enter
their premier production cars, namely the Celica, MR2, and Supra. Unlike the experimental
MC8-R, the MR2 JGTC shared more qualities chassis wise to the road-going production car,
though it had a lower ride height than the standard SW20s, was wider, featured advanced
aerodynamics and Brembo racing brakes. While it kept the MacPherson suspension setup from
the road car, these components too were heavily modified strut towers were more inward. The
standard E 5-speed transmission was swapped out for a race sequential transmission, which
was mated to a race-spec version of the 3S-GTE engine. With the car's interior gutted, the
intercooler was placed in the forward section of the vehicle with pipes travelling to and fro
inside the cabin, as opposed to in the engine bay as a "side-mount" in production MR2s. Having
won back to back in the years to against arguably more sophisticated race cars such as the
BMW M3, Porsche , Ferrari F , Toyota has proven that the SW20 chassis was competitive
enough for top level sports car racing. The car posted The car ran with its stock body apart
minus wing mirrors and wiper blades. His attempt at improving his record the following year
was thwarted by poor weather. While some companies only offered aesthetic modifications for
the SW20, others such as Phoenix Power delivered a more comprehensive experience for
customers, modifications such as a tuned ECU, longblock modifications, and a trunk mounted
intercooler combined with a T04R Turbocharger were fitted. AP Racing at a time also produced
a brake kit as well for the MR2, but this has now long been discontinued. Performance parts
manufacturer JUN offered engine upgrades for the MR2's 3SGTE engine which came in the form
of stroker kits, which were co-developed with Cosworth , [25] these are currently still available

alongside, lightened flywheels, cam gears, and camshafts. The SW20 garnered generally
favorable reviews during its production life, with various sources complementing the styling,
power, and responsive handling. The car is infamous for its "snap-oversteer", this notoriety
comes from numerous instances where individuals crash their SW20 either on or off the race
track due to inexperience with a mid-ship platform, as MR layouts handle very differently in
comparison to the common FF or even FR layouts. Even in its revised state the SW20 still has a
large enough following that labels it to be a very challenging car to push to its limits, with some
even labeling it as "the most dangerous car that you can buy", [47] such a label may be true
since MR2s are relatively cheaper than most automobiles with an MR platform Honda NSX ,
Ferrari F , Lotus Elise and that it is readily accessible to more people. Also known as the
Midship Runabout-Sports, the newest MR2 took a different approach than its predecessor, most
obviously becoming a convertible and receiving the ' Spyder ' marketing nomenclature. The
MR2 Spyder chief engineer Harunori Shiratori said, "First, we wanted true driver enjoyment,
blending good movement, low inertia, and lightweight. Then, a long wheelbase to achieve high
stability and fresh new styling; a mid-engine design to create excellent handling and steering
without the weight of the engine upfront; a body structure as simple as possible to allow for
easy customizing, and low cost to the consumer. Like its predecessors, it used DOHC and 4
valves per cylinder. The intake camshaft timing was adjustable via the VVT-i system, which was
introduced earlier on the MR2 in some markets. Unlike its predecessors, however, the engine
was placed onto the car the other way round, with the exhaust manifold towards the rear of the
car instead of towards the front. In addition to the 5-speed manual transmission , a 6-speed
manual or 5-speed SMT was also available starting in The SMT was a standard feature in the
Australian market; however, air conditioning was optional. After , a 6-speed SMT was an option.
The SMT had no conventional H-pattern shift lever or clutch pedal. The driver could shift gears
by tapping the shift lever forward or backward or by pressing steering-wheel-mounted buttons.
The electro-hydraulic clutch engagement is automatic, and the car will automatically shift to
second and then first gear when stopping. Cruise control was never offered with the manual
transmission but was standard for SMT-equipped cars. The MR2 Spyder featured a heated glass
rear window. A hardtop was also available from Toyota in Japan and Europe. In March , the car
was introduced into the United States and Europe as a "monospec" level, which included the
same features as Japan's "S" trim level. The feedback for the new model was somewhat mixed.
Some liked its new design concept, while fans of the SW20 would've liked it to continue along
the path of the previous model. All agreed, however, that the ZZW30 had nearly perfect
handling. In July , Toyota announced that sales of the MR2 as well as the Celica would be
discontinued in the US at the end of the model year because of increasing competition and lack
of sales. The model year was the last for the MR2 in the US. Production of the car ceased
permanently in July They are distinguished by different color wheels, titanium interior accents,
minor body changes, a helical limited-slip differential, and different steering wheel trim. Also for
the model year , the United Kingdom received models in a special numbered TF series. This
package was also available for fitting to customer MR2s. The body panels are attached to the
original MR-S chassis, as can be seen by the recess around the door handles. In the manga
Over Rev! The first and third generations are available in every game starting from Gran
Turismo 2 , with the exception of Sport. On March 8, , automotive website and magazine EVO
revealed that Toyota has expressed a desire for a performance range of cars whose core has
been referred to as "the Three Brothers" by Tetsuya Tada, chief of Toyota Gazoo Racing. This
includes a lightweight mid-engined sports car, rumored to be a spiritual, if not direct, successor
to the MR2. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Japanese car model. Motor vehicle. Kunihiro
Uchida [22] Tadashi Nakagawa roadster. UK: Toyota. Retrieved Archived from the original on
Archived from the original PDF on Cropley, Steve ed. London: FF Publishing: Auto Katalog in
German. Racecar Engineering. Group B Rally. SEiyaa Thayer. The Octane Report. Bonneville
MPH Club. Option International. Sport Compact Car Magazine. Car and Driver. Australia: Toyota.
Car and Driver February. Toyota Motor Corporation. Scion WiLL Toyopet. Toyota Financial
Services. Dyna Type 73 Medium Truck. Authority control LCCN : sh Categories : s cars s cars
Mid-engined cars Rally cars Rear mid-engine, rear-wheel-drive vehicles Roadsters Sports cars
Toyota vehicles Cars introduced in Hidden categories: CS1 German-language sources de CS1
Japanese-language sources ja All articles with dead external links Articles with dead external
links from September Articles with short description Short description is different from Wikidata
All articles with unsourced statements Articles with unsourced statements from January
Articles with unsourced statements from September Articles with unsourced statements from
August Articles containing potentially dated statements from July All articles containing
potentially dated statements Commons link is on Wikidata Wikipedia articles with LCCN
identifiers. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit

Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia
Commons. Second generation MR2. Central Motors part of the Toyota Motor Corporation.
Sports car S. Transverse mid-engine, rear-wheel drive. June â€” [4]. Seiichi Yamauchi [5].
October â€” July [4]. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Toyota MR2. Japan MR2
Production car timeline, â€” Yaris Sedan. Tercel 4WD Wagon. Yaris Liftback. Corolla FX. Camry
Solara. Sport compact. Paseo C. Sports car. Celica Supra. C Vehicles exclusive to Canada.
LCCN : sh Toyota is the largest automobile manufacturer in the world followed by Volkswagen ,
based on unit sales. Toyota is the global market leader in sales of hybrid electric vehicles , and
one of the largest companies to encourage the mass-market adoption of hybrid vehicles across
the globe. Toyota is also a market leader in hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles. The company was
founded by Kiichiro Toyoda in , as a spinoff from his father's company Toyota Industries , to
manufacture automobiles. Three years earlier, in , while still a department of Toyota Industries,
it developed its first product, the Type A engine , and its first passenger car in , the Toyota AA.
It also holds a Toyota is headquartered in Toyota City , Aichi. As of , the head office has the
"Toyopet" Toyota logo and the words "Toyota Motor". The Toyota Technical Center, a story
building, and the Honsha plant, Toyota's second plant engaging in mass production and
formerly named the Koromo plant, are adjacent to one another in a location near the
headquarters. Vinod Jacob from The Hindu described the main headquarters building as
"modest". Its Tokyo office is located in Bunkyo , Tokyo. Its Nagoya office is located in
Nakamura-ku , Nagoya. In , Toyota Motor Co. Since , the two entities had existed as separate
companies as a prerequisite for reconstruction in postwar Japan. Shoichiro Toyoda presided
over Toyota Motor Sales in preparation for the consummation of the merger that occurred in
Shoichiro then succeeded his uncle Eiji as the president of the combined organization that then
became known as Toyota Motor Corporation. On June 14, , Toyota Motor Corporation
announced the appointment of external board members; this was a first for the corporation and
occurred following approval from general shareholders at a meeting on the same day.
Additionally, Vice Chairman Takeshi Uchiyamada replaced Fujio Cho as chairman, as the latter
became an honorary chairman while Toyoda remains in the post of president. Toyota has been
publicly traded in Japan since and internationally since As reported on its consolidated
financial statements, Toyota has consolidated subsidiaries and affiliates. The principle of jidoka
, which means the machine stops itself when a problem occurs, became later a part of the
Toyota Production System. Looms were built on a small production line. In , the patent for the
automatic loom was sold to the British company Platt Brothers , [26] generating the starting
capital for automobile development. The production of Toyota automobiles was started in as a
division of Toyoda Automatic Loom Works devoted to the production of automobiles under the
direction of the founder's son, Kiichiro Toyoda. The Toyota Motor Company was established as
an independent company in The sales price was 3, yen, yen cheaper than Ford or GM cars. In
September , the company ran a public competition to design a new logo. Of 27, entries, the
winning entry was the three Japanese katakana letters for "Toyoda" in a circle. Since toyoda
literally means "fertile rice paddies", changing the name also prevented the company from
being associated with old-fashioned farming. The newly formed word was trademarked and the
company was registered in August as the Toyota Motor Company. The Japanese government
supported the company by preventing foreign competitors Ford and General Motors from
importing automobiles into Japan. The word "Toyopet" Japanese article was a nickname given
to the Toyota SA due to its small size, as the result of a naming contest the Toyota Company
organized in However, when Toyota eventually entered the American market in with the Crown,
the name was not well received due to connotations of toys and pets. The company continued
to be supported by the state. In the Bank of Japan , the central bank of the country, bailed out
the company. By the early s, the US had begun placing stiff import tariffs on certain vehicles.
Toyota received its first Japanese Quality Control Award at the start of the s and began
participating in a wide variety of motorsports. Due to the oil crisis , consumers in the lucrative
US market began turning to making small cars with better fuel economy. American car
manufacturers had considered small economy cars to be an entry-level product, and their small
vehicles employed a low level of quality to keep the price low. Conservative Toyota held on to
rear-wheel-drive designs for longer than most; while a clear first in overall production they were
only third in production of front-wheel-drive cars in , behind Nissan and Honda. In part due to
this, Nissan's Sunny managed to squeeze by the Corolla in numbers built that year. The factory
was the old General Motors Fremont Assembly plant that had been closed for two years. It is
currently the site of Tesla, Inc. Toyota then started to establish new brands at the end of the s,
with the launch of their luxury division Lexus in In the s, Toyota began to branch out from
producing mostly compact cars by adding many larger and more luxurious vehicles to its
lineup, including a full-sized pickup, the T and later the Tundra , several lines of SUVs, a sport

version of the Camry , known as the Camry Solara. They would also launch newer iterations of
their sports cars, namely the MR2 , Celica , and Supra during this era. Bases in Indiana , Virginia
, and Tianjin were also set up. In , Toyota's Toyo Trust and Banking merged with two other
banks to form UFJ Bank , which was accused of corruption by Japan's government for making
bad loans to alleged Yakuza crime syndicates with executives accused of blocking Financial
Service Agency inspections. A youth-oriented marque for North America, Scion , was
introduced in Toyota ranked eighth on Forbes list of the world's leading companies for the year
[44] but slid to 55th for In , Toyota released an update of its full-sized truck, the Tundra,
produced in two American factories, one in Texas and one in Indiana. The company has also
found recent success with its smaller modelsâ€”the Corolla and Yaris. In , Toyota, along with
large parts of the Japanese automotive industry, suffered from a series of natural disasters.
Toyota is estimated to have lost production of , units to the tsunami and production of , units to
the floods. On February 10, , it was announced that Toyota would cease manufacturing vehicles
and engines in Australia by the end of The head office will remain in Port Melbourne and the
Altona plant will be retained for other functions. The workforce is expected to be reduced from
3, to 1, The automaker narrowly topped global sales for the first half of , selling 5. Volkswagen
AG , which recorded sales of 5. The company admitted the move was in response to a probe
foreshadowed earlier in the month by China's National Development and Reform Commission of
Toyota's Lexus spare-parts policies, as part of an industry-wide investigation into what the
Chinese regulator considers exorbitantly high prices being charged by automakers for spare
parts and after-sales servicing. According to Reuters, this was roughly 0. In March , Toyota
partnered with Yanmar to create a fiberglass pleasure boat using Yanmar outboard marine
diesel engines or Toyota inboard engines. From November through , Toyota recalled more than
9 million cars and trucks worldwide in several recall campaigns , and briefly halted production
and sales. In October , Toyota announced a recall of 7. The move came after a series of recalls
between and in which it pulled back around 10 million cars amidst claims of faulty mechanics.
Toyota never agreed to be at fault for the problem. In early November , Toyota USA enlisted a
recall involving defective inflaters and propellant devices that may deploy improperly in the
event of a crash, shooting metal fragments into vehicle occupants. More than 7 million vehicles
are potentially affected in the United States. This recall only affects vehicles equipped with
Takata airbags released after the year in North America. The airbags were manufactured by
Takata automotive manufacturing. Toyota is offering a free repair to all affected vehicles
worldwide. The recall affects specific Toyota Corollas, Sequoias, Tundras and Lexus vehicles
made between and This recall was announced one year ahead of the initially scheduled recall in
December In May , Toyota Vietnam recalled 32, cars in Vietnam for a fuel pump issue. In , Toyota
entered the passenger car market with its Model AA and held a competition to establish a new
logo emphasizing speed for its new product line. After receiving 27, entries, one was selected
that additionally resulted in a change of its moniker to "Toyota" from the family name "Toyoda",
which means rice paddy. The new name was believed to sound better, and its eight-stroke count
in the Japanese language was associated with wealth and good fortune. The original logo is no
longer found on its vehicles but remains the corporate emblem used in Japan. Still, no
guidelines existed for the use of the brand name, so "TOYOTA", which was used throughout
most of the world, led to inconsistencies in its worldwide marketing campaigns. To remedy this,
Toyota introduced a new worldwide logo in October to commemorate the 50th year of the
company, and to differentiate it from the newly released luxury Lexus brand. The three ovals in
the new logo combine to form the letter "T", which stands for Toyota. The overlapping of the
two perpendicular ovals inside the larger oval represents the mutually beneficial relationship
and trust between the customer and the company while the larger oval surrounding both of
these inner ovals represents the "global expansion of Toyota's technology and unlimited
potential for the future". The new logo started appearing on all printed material, advertisements,
dealer signage, and most of the vehicles themselves in In countries or regions using traditional
Chinese characters , e. These are the same characters as the founding family's name "Toyoda"
in Japanese. In Japan, Toyota dealerships are grouped into separate brands that cater to
different demographics. As of they are:. Toyota sponsored, and still sponsors several teams
and has purchased naming rights for several venues, and even competitions, including:.
Toyota's management philosophy has evolved from the company's origins and has been
reflected in the terms " Lean Manufacturing " and Just In Time Production , which it was
instrumental in developing. Many businesses worldwide have adopted a similar approach to
manufacturing. In April , Toyota adopted the "Toyota Way ", an expression of values and
conduct guidelines that all Toyota employees should embrace. Under the two headings of
Respect for People and Continuous Improvement , Toyota summarizes its values and conduct
guidelines with these five principles : [88]. According to external observers, the Toyota Way has

four components: [89]. Toyota has long been recognized as an industry leader in manufacturing
and production. The result is the development of the Toyota Production System. As described
by external observers of Toyota, the principles of the Toyota Way are: [89]. Toyota has grown
from its origins in Japan during the s to become a large multinational corporation. It displaced
GM and became the world's largest automobile maker for the year The world headquarters of
Toyota is located in its home country in Toyota City , Japan. Its subsidiary, Toyota Financial
Services sells financing and participates in other lines of business. Toyota brands include
Scion and Lexus and the corporation is part of the Toyota Group. They also acquired 5. Toyota
has introduced new technologies, including one of the first mass-produced hybrid
gasoline-electric vehicles, the Prius, of which it has sold 2 million globally as of , [94] Advanced
Parking Guidance System automatic parking , a four-speed electronically controlled automatic
with buttons for power and economy shifting, and an eight-speed automatic transmission.
Toyota, and Toyota-produced Lexus and Scion automobiles, consistently rank near the top in
certain quality and reliability surveys, primarily J. Power and Consumer Reports [95] although
they led in automobile recalls for the first time in In , Toyota, combined with its half-owned
subsidiary Daihatsu Motor Company , produced 8. Toyota has a large market share in the United
States, but a small market share in Europe. It also sells vehicles in Africa and is a market leader
in Australia. Due to its Daihatsu subsidiary, it has significant market shares in several
fast-growing Southeast Asian countries. According to the Fortune Global , Toyota is the fifth
largest company in the world. Since the recession of , it has gained market share in the United
States. Toyota's market share struggles in Europe where its Lexus brand has 0. In the first three
months of , Toyota together with its half-owned subsidiary Daihatsu reported number one sales
of 2. Toyota's brand sales had risen 9. The difference in performance was largely attributed to
surging demand for fuel-efficient vehicles. Toyota was hit by the global financial crisis of as it
was forced in December to forecast its first annual loss in 70 years. Akio Toyoda became the
new president and CEO of the company on June 23, , by replacing Katsuaki Watanabe, who
became the new vice chairman by replacing Katsuhiro Nakagawa. By , Toyota reclaimed its
position as the largest automaker in the world, surpassing Volkswagen. In Toyota was regarded
as being behind in smart car technology and in need of innovation. In early it was announced
that Japan is planning a moon landing for and wants its astronauts to explore the lunar surface
in a vehicle built by Japanese automaker Toyota. Toyota's net revenue by geographical regions
for the year ended March 31, []. In , Toyota initiated the Innovative International Multi-purpose
Vehicle project IIMV to optimize global manufacturing and supply systems for pickup trucks and
multipurpose vehicles, and to satisfy market demand in more than countries worldwide. IIMV
called for diesel engines to be made in Thailand, gasoline engines in Indonesia, and manual
transmissions in India and the Philippines, for supply to the countries charged with vehicle
production. Its production engineering and manufacturing headquarters is located in
Georgetown, Kentucky. Toyota Canada Inc. In , Toyota and Mazda announced a joint venture
plant that will produce vehicles in Huntsville, Alabama starting in Toyota marketing, sales, and
distribution in the US are conducted through a separate subsidiary, Toyota Motor Sales, U. It
has started producing larger trucks, such as the new Tundra, to go after the large truck market
in the United States. Currently, Toyota has no plans to offer diesel motor options in its North
American products, including the light-duty pickup trucks. In , Australia was one of the first
countries to assemble Toyotas outside Japan. However, in February , Toyota was the last of
Australia's major automakers to announce the end of production in Australia. The closure of
Toyota's Australian plant was completed on October 3, , and had produced a total 3,, vehicles.
At its peak in October , Toyota manufactured 15, cars a month. Toyota is the world's market
leader in sales of hybrid electric vehicles , one of the largest companies to encourage the
mass-market adoption of hybrid vehicles across the globe, and the first to commercially
mass-produce and sell such vehicles, with the introduction of the Toyota Prius in Cumulative
global sales of Toyota and Lexus hybrid passenger car models passed the 15 million milestone
in January Worldwide sales of hybrid vehicles produced by Toyota reached 1 million vehicles
by May 31, , and the 2 million was reached by August , with hybrids sold in 50 countries. Toyota
estimates that up to January , its hybrids have emitted million fewer tons of carbon dioxide CO
2 emissions than would have been emitted by petrol cars of the same size and performance.
Toyota's plug-in hybrid electric vehicle project began in , with road trials of the prototype
vehicle in France and the UK in Toyota made Prius plug-in demonstration vehicles for lease to
fleet and government customers. The production version of the Toyota Prius Plug-in Hybrid was
released in Japan in January , [] [] followed by the United States in late February, [] and
deliveries in Europe began in late June During its first year in the market, a total of 27, Prius
PHVs were sold worldwide, [] allowing the plug-in version to rank as the second most sold
plug-in electric car for Unlike the first generation model, it is available in all 50 states. The first

generation Toyota RAV4 EV was leased in the United States from to , and at the lessees'
request, many units were sold after the vehicle was discontinued. In May , Toyota launched a
collaboration with Tesla Motors to create electric vehicles. The lithium metal-oxide battery and
other power train components were supplied by Tesla Motors. Tesla built the electric powertrain
at its plant at Tesla Factory in Fremont, California , and then shipped them to Canada.
Production was limited to 2, units during a three-year period. The U. The first 30 iQ EVs were
delivered in the U. Since , the ZEV-NET program has been serving the transport needs of the
Irvine community with all-electric vehicles for the critical last mile of commutes from the Irvine
train station to the UC campus and local business offices. In addition, Toyota announced that is
backing away from fully electric vehicles. The company's vice chairman, Takeshi Uchiyamada,
said: " The current capabilities of electric vehicles do not meet society's needs, whether it may
be the distance the cars can run, or the costs, or how it takes a long time to charge. Toyota's
project called Ha:mo Harmonious Mobility Network , is using the Toyota i-Road , an all-electric
vehicle which combines the potential of both cars and motorbikes. It will formally debut at the
Tokyo Motor Show and will go on sale in Japan in late Toyota said the car was planned for
launch in about In August , Toyota announced its plans to start retail sales of a hydrogen
fuel-cell sedan in California in Toyota expects to become a leader in this technology. Toyota's
first hydrogen fuel-cell vehicles to be sold commercially, the Toyota Mirai Japanese for "future"
, was unveiled at the November Los Angeles Auto Show. Initially, the Mirai will only be available
in California. In , Toyota released 5, patents for free use until , hoping to promote global
development of hydrogen fuel-cell technology. As of , Toyota officially lists approximately 70
different models sold under its namesake brand, including sedans, coupes, vans, trucks,
hybrids, and crossovers. Toyota first entered the pickup truck market in with the SB that was
only sold in Japan and limited Asian markets. It was followed in by the RK renamed in as the
Stout and in by the compact Hilux. With continued refinement, the Hilux simply known as the
Pickup in some markets became famous for being extremely durable and reliable, and many of
these trucks from as early as the late s are still on the road today, some with over , miles.
Extended- and crew-cab versions of these small haulers were eventually added, and Toyota
continues to produce them today under various names depending on the market. Riding on the
success of the compact pickups in the US, Toyota decided to attempt to enter the traditionally
domestic-dominated full-size pickup market, introducing the T for the US model year, with
production ending in While having a bed at the traditional full-size length of 8 feet, the
suspension and engine characteristics were still similar to that of a compact pickup. It proved to
be as economical and reliable as any typical Toyota pickup, but sales never became what
Toyota brass had hoped for. It was criticized as being too small to appeal to the traditional
American full-size pickup buyer. Another popular full-size truck essential, a V8 engine, was
never available. Additionally, the truck was at first only available as a regular cab, though
Toyota addressed this shortcoming and added the Xtracab version in mid In for the model year,
Toyota replaced the T with the larger Tundra. The Tundra addressed criticisms that the T did not
have the look and feel of a legitimate American-style full-size pickup. It also added the V8
engine that the T was criticized for not having. However, the Tundra still came up short in
towing capacity as well as still feeling slightly carlike. These concerns were addressed with an
even larger redesign. A stronger V6 and a second V8 engine among other things were added to
the option list. The smaller Tacoma which traces its roots back to the original Hilux was also
produced at the company's San Antonio facility. Toyota-branded luxury vehicles tend to be
Japan-only. In , building on a previous partnership with Yamaha Marine , Toyota created
"Toyota Marine", [] building private ownership motorboats , currently sold only in Japan. A
small network in Japan sells the luxury craft at 54 locations, called the "Toyota Ponam" series,
and in , a boat was labeled under the Lexus brand name starting May 26, Toyota has been
involved in many global motorsports series. They also represent their Lexus brand in other
sports car racing categories. Toyota also runs a driver development programme known as the
Toyota Young Drivers Program, which they made for funding and educating future Japanese
motorsports talent. Toyota enjoyed success in all these motorsports categories. In , Toyota
entered Formula One as a constructor of chassis and engine; however, despite having
experienced drivers and a larger budget than many other teams, they failed to match their
success in other categories, with five second-place finishes as their best results. Toyota's
nationwide driver hunt of drivers for Etios Motor Racing Series ended up with selection of 25
drivers, who will participate in the race in Toyota Racing Development TRD was brought about
to help develop true high-performance racing parts for many Toyota vehicles. TRD has often
had much success with their aftermarket tuning parts, as well as designing technology for
vehicles used in different types of racing. Toyota supports a variety of philanthropic work in
areas such as education, conservation, safety, and disaster relief. The Toyota USA Foundation

exists to support education in the areas of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.
Toyota also supports a variety of work in Japan. The Toyota Foundation takes a global
perspective providing grants in the three areas of human and natural environments, social
welfare, and education and culture. Toyota established the Toyota Technological Institute in , as
Sakichi Toyoda had planned to establish a university as soon as he and Toyota became
successful. In , Toyota showcased its trumpet-playing robot. A specific example of Toyota's
involvement in robotics for the elderly is the Brain Machine Interface. Designed for use with
wheelchairs, it "allows a person to control an electric wheelchair accurately, almost in
real-time", with his or her mind. In , the company introduced T-HR3, a humanoid robot with the
ability to be remotely controlled. The robot can copy the motions of a connected person. Toyota
invests in several small start-up businesses and partnerships in biotechnology , including:.
Toyota developed an oekaki -style sewing machine called the Oekaki Renaissance, which, like
others of its type, is designed to allow the user to be able to draw ideas directly onto fabric
using the art of free-motion embroidery. Toyota announced at CES that it intends to build a
"acre high tech, sensor-laden metropolis" at the foot of Mt. The project is expected to break
ground in , and will be called "Woven City. Toyota implemented its fifth Environmental Action
Plan in The plan contains four major themes involving the environment and the corporation's
development, design, production, and sales. The five-year plan is directed at the, "arrival of a
revitalized recycling and reduction based society". The assessment includes, " Themes of the
program consist of "Global Warming Countermeasures" and "Biodiversity Conservation. Since
October , Toyota's new Japanese-market vehicle models with automatic transmissions are
equipped with an Eco Drive Indicator. The system takes into consideration rate of acceleration,
engine and transmission efficiency, and speed. When the vehicle is operated in a fuel-efficient
manner, the Eco Drive Indicator on the instrument panel lights up. The money will be used to
fund environmental programs at the park. In fact, Toyota was the only major manufacturer
selling motor vehicles in America to have worse fuel economy and tailpipe carbon dioxide
emissions per mile between the and model years. In October , Toyota backed the Trump
Administration's proposal that federal authority should override California's ability to set its
own emissions standards for automobiles. The proposal would reduce California's fuel
efficiency standard from about Note:Japan production numbers to Citations for years are for
total production and sales and Japan production and salesU. On February 9, , Kenichi Uchino,
aged 30 years, a quality control manager, collapsed then died at work. On January 2, , an
unnamed chief engineer of the Camry Hybrid , aged 45 years, died from heart failure in his bed.
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Classic YN Origin JCG Non-Toyota platform. The Toyota MR2 is a two-seat, mid-engined , rear
wheel drive sports car produced by Toyota from until July when production stopped in Japan,
in three different design series. Imports to the United States ended in Some car historians
contend that the MR2 was Lotus -designed. This is a reference to the Lotus M90 a. This used the
same engine and gearbox as the MR2. At the time, Toyota , along with the Chapman family was
a major share holder in Lotus , but General Motors later acquired majority control. Lotus
Engineering , a prolific consultancy company forming part of Group Lotus but separate from
Lotus Cars , were heavily involved in the designing the 4AG series Toyota engines in the first
MR2s and the ZZ series engines in modern Toyotas. The MR2's life began in when Toyota
launched a design project with the goal of producing a car which would be enjoyable to drive,
yet still provide decent fuel economy. Initially, the purpose of the project was not a sports car.
The actual designwork began in when Akio Yoshida from Toyota's testing department started to
evaluate different alternatives for engine placement and drive method. It was finally decided to
place the engine transversely in the middle of the car. The result was the first prototype in ,
dubbed the SA-X. From its base design, the car began evolving into an actual sports car, and
further prototypes were tested intensely both in Japan and in California. A significant amount of
testing was performed on actual race circuits such as Willow Springs, where former Formula
One driver Dan Gurney tested the car. Toyota made its SV-3 concept car public in the autumn of
at the Tokyo Motor Show , gathering a huge amount of publicity both from the press and the
audience. The car, scheduled to be launched in spring in the Japanese market under the name
MR2, which stands for "Midship Runabout 2-seater" and also refers to the vehicle's mid-engine
rear-drive configuration, was to become the first mass-produced mid-engined car to come from
a Japanese manufacturer. The small and light MR2 pronounced "em-are-too" , code named
AW11, was something no one had expected from Toyota, known for their economical and

practical cars. The two-seat MR2 was definitely not practical as a family car, but the design
criteria were different from that of most previous cars. The most important features of the AW11
were its light body as low as 2, lb kg in Japan and 2, lb kg in the US , superior handling and
lightly powered, small-displacement engine. Toyota's cooperation with Lotus during the
prototype phase can be seen in the AW11, and it owes much to Lotus's legendary sports cars of
the s and s. The engine had already been introduced earlier on the Toyota AE86 , gathering a lot
of positive publicity. Some versions were also fitted with automatic climate control. For the
model year, the AW11 went through several changes which affected both its looks and
performance. The most important addition was probably having the option of a removable t-top ,
not available in the US and Europe until the next model year. The exterior was modified by
color-keying the bumpers and side stripes and adding small side skirts. Other new options
included a leather interior and a four-speed automatic transmission. Some further changes were
made to the exterior for , such as new tail lights and wheels, but more notable were the addition
of larger brakes and a heavier and stronger C52 transmission which replaced the older C The
significance of the introduction of this newer transmission is readily apparent today, as the C50
is known to develop a fifth gear popout problem as it ages. Also noteworthy is the lack of a rear
anti-sway bar after although the supercharged model was equipped with one again. Models with
the rear bar are considered more valuable to those who enjoy racing. Toyota reportedly
continued manufacturing strut towers with the proper rear sway bar mounting tabs until well
into the and possibly model years, but no actual numbers or cut-off dates are available. The
compression ratio, valve timing and ports were modified. In addition to the new engine, the MR2
SC was also equipped with stiffer stabilizer bars and reinforcements in the bodyshell to improve
rigidity. Unfortunately, this model was never sold in European markets, although some cars
were privately imported. The press received the AW11 with open arms and praised its
innovation, great feeling, and responsive engine. The Australian Wheels magazine chose the
AW11 as its favourite sports car. This vehicle was often referred to as a "Pocket Rocket". Silver
models were often called "The Silver Bullet". The cars also featured electric retracting mirrors
and slightly modified rear light clusters. The Super Editions were intended for the Japanese
Domestic Market only, but may have found their way to enthusiasts in other countries such as
the UK. No MR2s were produced for North America. The new MR2, designated SW20 in America
the chassis codes were SW22 for the turbocharged model and SW21 for the naturally-aspirated
model , was longer, wider and heavier than its predecessor and had smoother bodylines. Since
the resemblance between the Ferrari tb and the Ferrari F and the new MR2 was quite striking,
the SW20 is sometimes referred to as a "poor man's Ferrari "; many enthusiastic MR2 owners
have turned around the phrase to read "a Ferrari is a rich man's MR2. When the SW20 went on
sale in spring , it was offered with three different engine choices depending on the market area.
Optionally the car could be ordered with either a T-top roof commonly referred to as the T-bar
option or a moon roof option. The SW20's entry to the market was not quite as smooth as the
AW11's. The vehicles handling proved difficult for inexperienced drivers as it was prone to
sudden oversteer also called " snap oversteer " which can result in a spin unless the driver
reacts both quickly and correctly. This trait was not considered desirable among the press,
because the MR2, unlike expensive sports cars, was priced so that even "average people" were
able to buy one. Some magazines stated that the SW20 was downright dangerous to drive. To
respond to the feedback they had received, Toyota changed the model to include wider rear
tires and changed the rear suspension, so that the car would be less prone to "snap oversteer".
The next big change occurred in late , when Japanese SW20s received some small new engine
mods for each model. A slightly smaller CT20b turbocharger replaced the CT26 unit, however
the CT20b provided better flow and allowed an increase in power. New round tail-lights and a
color-coded center panel replaced the old square-shaped lights and the rear grille. The original
three-piece rear spoiler was replaced with the lighter one-piece spoiler which attached only to
the trunklid. The side stripes and skirts were also color coded, and the "dot matrix" edge
pattern on the glass was replaced with a solid pattern. The bottom lip on front bumper was also
replaced with a slightly bigger piece that although minor, provided an improved front end look
to the car. The steering wheel was also replaced with a slightly smaller model, now universally
shared across many Toyota models the "MR2" insignia was replaced with the Toyota symbol. In
, the front and side signals were changed to use a clear lens but no other modifications were
made. The model, known as the "Revision 5" model, came with more modern looking five spoke
15" alloy wheels, a more aggressive spoiler, and a leather shift knob with red stitching. While
the turbocharged engine remained the same, in JDM models the normally aspirated 3S-GE
engine was equipped with Toyota's VVT-i system which allowed the timing of the intake
camshafts to be modified according to the engine's rotation speed and load. The 1MZ-FE motor,
that comes from the V6 powered Solara and Camry , has quickly become a popular modification

as the expense of switching to the V6 motor is roughly in line with installing a turbocharged
motor into a formerly naturally aspirated car. In order to ensure exclusivity, a high price tag was
charged and total of just 35 factory car conversions were completed by Toyota Technocraft Ltd.
Each official Technocraft car converted was made using lightweight fibreglass components in
place of heavy steel original parts: front fenders, trunk lid extension, rear quarter panels, gas
door, front and rear bumpers, 3-piece wing and re-classified as completely new cars with their
own specially numbered TRD VIN plate riveted to the body to indicate their authenticity and
rarity. The Toyota Technocraft Ltd. Virtually every car converted also had other TRD parts fitted
too including extensive changes to both the suspension and engine. Only 3 complete Toyota
Technocraft Ltd. This makes these officially built Toyota Technocraft Ltd. It is unknown how
many original Toyota Technocraft Ltd. In many respects the extended body can be compared to
that of a Porsche Turbo widebody. The car track width is extended and body dimensions
dramatically changing the cars overall visuals, giving the car a "supercar" look, and also better
handling and weight reduction. Very little is known about these cars outside of Japan. Later that
year the car attempted the km Suzuka , this time managing to finish. It reappeared at Le Mans
the following year , finishing 24th, the second last position of cars that were still running. The
car would attempt the , only for it not to make it past pre-qualifying stage. It was replaced for the
following year with the GT-One. One MC8 road car was built in order to meet homologation
requirements, but its current whereabouts are unknown. The new MR2 was in line with Toyotas
latest tactic of making more economical cars. The Toyota Supra was scrapped and the MR2
almost received the same fate. The car received a complete makeover compared to the two
previous models. One of the biggest changes was the replacement of the solid, T-Top, and
sunroof options with a true convertible soft top, giving the car the ' Spyder ' designation. Many
claim that this car was inspired by Porsche Boxster which was released in , due to its similar
appearance. However, the first prototype of MR-S appeared in at Tokyo Motorshow, which had
slightly more angled and rigid appearance than the current production model. The production
model includes additional curves for a more aerodynamic and appealing look. The MR2 Spyder
chief engineer Harunori Shiratori once said "First, we wanted true driver enjoyment, blending
good movement, low inertia and light weight. Then, a long wheelbase to achieve high stability
and fresh new styling; a mid-engine design to create excellent handling and steering without the
weight of the engine up front; a body structure as simple as possible to allow for easy
customizing, and low cost to the consumer. In Japan, the car is called the MR-S , which
purportedly is derived from the forementioned designation. Toyota changed the American name
to "MR2 Spyder" reportedly because the idea of a car with the nickname of "Mrs. In spite of this
effort, the car is referred to as the "Mr. Like its predecessors, the engine used dual overhead
camshafts and 16 valves. The intake camshaft timing was adjustable via the VVT-i system,
which was introduced earlier on the SW Unlike its predecessors, however, the engine was
placed onto the car the other way round, making the exhaust manifold point towards the rear of
the car. The car only weighs kg lbs with the 5 speed manual or kg lbs with the SMT, making this
model MR2 the lightest of the MR2 series. In addition to the 5-speed manual transmission , a
5-speed or 6-speed Sequential Manual Transmission SMT controllable from 2 pairs of buttons
on the steering wheel was also available. SMT is standard feature in Australian market;
however, air conditioning was optional. After , a 6-speed SMT was an option. The MR-S was
originally introduced in October to the Japanese consumer market in three distinct trim models
- the "B", the "Standard", and the "S". In March , the car was introduced into the United States
and Europe as a "monospec" level, which included the same features as Japan's "S" trim level.
For model year , technology took center stage as a unique new transmission became available.
Working without a manual clutch, the optional sequential manual gearbox had no conventional
"H" pattern shift lever. Gears could be changed by moving a floor lever forward to upshift, or
back to downshift. Or, the driver could use a pair of steering-wheel buttons to accomplish the
same task. No automatic-shifting capability was provided, and no automatic transmission was
ever available for the MR2 Spyder. For model year , the ZZW30 received some exterior changes,
including two new paint colors Silver Streak Mica and Paradise Blue Metallic, while Liquid Silver
Metallic was retired , front and rear fascias including headlight and taillight redesign, standard
foglights, a power antenna, and the air intakes matched the paint color of the car. The rear
wheels were increased to 16" diameter with larger mm width tires, while the front ones remained
at 15" and mm tread width. Interior changes included new seats, redesigned gauge faces, and
chrome trim rings around the tweeters and HVAC controls. The suspension was upgraded with
new springs and shock absorbers and a brace was added to the bottom of the car to improve
rigidity. Also, two factory leather models became available: the Silver Streak Mica with red top
and red leather, and the Absolutely Red with tan top and tan leather. Some pre owners have
replaced their units with those found in Scions, which also added MP3 capability. The feedback

for the new model was somewhat mixed - some liked its all new design concept, while the fans
of the SW20 would've liked it to continue along the path of the previous model. All agreed,
however, that the ZZW30 had nearly perfect handling. This drastically brings up the accelerating
properties of the ZZW During a comparison test during a Japanese motorsports show, "NA vs.
On race tracks, a stock ZZW30 has a superior handling around the corners but lacks power in
the straights. Another effective and typical modification to the MR-S is the addition of a
turbocharger. The MR-S served in the series for a long time until , which apr, the last team using
MR-S, decided to switch their car in the following season which they switched to Coralla Axio.
In July , Toyota announced that sales of the MR2 as well as the Celica would be discontinued in
the US at the end of the model year because of increasing competition and lack of sales. The
model year was the last for the MR2 in the US. They are distinguished by different wheels,
titanium interior accents, certain slightly modified body panels, a helical limited slip, and
different steering wheel trim. Also for model year , the United Kingdom received final models in
a special numbered TF series. For two decades, the MR2 has been popular among enthusiasts
around the world, offering an affordable way to experience handling of a mid-engine sports car.
Toyota is cutting down its selection of sports cars and replacing them with less aggressive
"sports packages" offered on their more sedate cars. Many had hoped that Toyota would
continue MR2 production because the leap along the price-axis to the next alternatives Porsche
Boxster , Lotus Elise and Exige is so large that many enthusiasts would have to settle for a
front-engined car, should the MR2 be discontinued. There was speculation that the model could
be a hybrid car. However, the MR2 was discontinued after the model year. Sightings of Toyota
testing a heavily disguised mid-engine roadster led some car magazines to speculate that a new
MR2 was in the works. It appears that Toyota has cancelled any plans of reviving the MR2 or
Celica. From Toyota Wiki. For the second game in the Monster Rancher series, see Monster
Rancher 2. Retrieved on Navigation menu Personal tools Log in. Namespaces Page Discussion.
Views Read View source View history. Navigation Main page Recent changes Random page
Help. This page was last edited on 9 February , at Toyota Motor Corporation. Sagamihara ,
Japan. Sports car. RMR layout. Service Manual. Toyota S engine 2. Toyota 1UZ-FE cc twin turbo.
Third generation ZZW Japan MR2 Production car timeline, â€” Corolla FX. Camry Solara. Sport
compact. Celica Supra. Current vehicles. Past vehicles. Concept vehicles. Though "Mister Two"
was a bit of a parts bin special, with the engine, some MacPherson strut suspension
components and plenty of switchgear coming from Corolla models, it was also an excellent
driver's car right from the start. Suspension tuning was widely reported to have been finalized
at Lotus and prototypes were shaken down by none other than American Formula 1 and sports
car racer and manufacturer, Dan Gurney. With a hp, valve, twin-cam 1. In fact, in the very first
issue of Automobile magazine, the cover story pitted the mini Japanese sports car against the
Ferrari we later reprised the story for Automobile's 30th anniversary. Curb weight was
approximately 2, lb and 0 to 60 mph came about in 8. Handling was the little Toyota's strong
suit, posting strong skid pad figures and benign handling traits that could keep a well-driven
MR2 on the heels of far more powerful and expensive cars down winding backroads. Removable
T-top glass roof panels were made optional for , but larger changes were in store for That model
year, all MR2s received larger brakes, new taillights, a revised passenger-side vent, refreshed
interior and seats, and a new supercharged MR2 became available. This new intercooled,
Roots-type supercharged model used a stronger version of the 4AGE engine block and
transmission which would also be adopted by and onward naturally-aspirated models and
developed hp and lb-ft of torque. Unfortunately, supercharged models also tended to be
fully-optioned with mandatory T-tops and other extras, increasing weight to 2, lbs. Nevertheless,
0 to 60 mph times fell to roughly 7. These Supercharged MR2s are distinguished from standard
variants by their raised engine lid vents and "Supercharged" badging on the rear and sides. The
Mk1 MR2 ended production after the model year, with 96, sold in the U. The Mk2 MR2 was larger,
heavier ranging from roughly 2, to 3, lb and more curvaceous than its predecessor, looking
nearly as exotic as Ferrari's then-new Its powertrains increased in power to cope, with the
standard car making hp from a 2. Naturally-aspirated Mk2 MR2s stuck with a five-speed manual
or four-speed automatic, while all Turbo models came with the five-speed manual. Similar to the
Mk1 MR2, Turbo models had raised engine lid vents and "Turbo" badging on the rear of the car
to distinguish them from the standard model. Zero-to mph times for Mk2 MR2s were roughly 8.
Revisions to the U. Turbos also received larger brakes, an optional limited-slip differential, and
were only available with the previously optional T-top roof style. Tires were wider for all MR2
models as well. For , naturally-aspirated MR2s were bumped to hp and the taillights were
restyled. In Japan, Turbo engine development continued with these models now making over
hp, but emissions requirements in the U. Production continued in Japan until Offered only as a
full convertible, the MR2 Spyder's overall size wasn't significantly larger than the first MR2s,

resulting in lighter weight 2, lb and a return to more modest power levels. Unfortunately, that
small size meant less storage space than either MR2 that had come before it: just under 2. A
five-speed manual transmission was the only gearbox available until , when a five-sped
"Sequential Manual Transmission" SMT offered automated shifting, but lower performance.
Zero-tomph times for the conventional manual were roughly 6. For , the MR2 Spyder was given
a light refresh, with new seats, inch staggered rear wheels, an extra gear for the SMT
transmission, revised suspension tuning, and a new underbody brace for structural rigidity. In ,
a Torsen limited-slip differential was optional, while ride height went up slightly. Model year was
the last for the MR2 Spyder in the U. Special performance variants of the MR2 are rare. A single
all-wheel-drive Group B rally prototype of the Mark 1 MR2 dubbed "D" began development in
Japan but was left unfinished with the demise of the race class in Today, the car resides in the
Japanese Toyota factory collection. The best of these cars, especially rarer supercharged
versions, have recently started coming up in value. Mark II MR2s were unfortunately popular
with tuners in the s and s, again making it difficult to find a stock, unmolested example in solid
condition. Mark III MR2 Spyders are the newest and thus the easiest models to find in
respectable shape, and also never really caught on with the aftermarket crowd, leaving many
original examples. With any MR2, values will be strongest for those equipped with manual trans
hp repair manuals
wiring diagrams for kenmore dryer
jvc kd g230 wiring diagram
missions, which most were built with. Toyota MR2s vary in price from generation to generation
depending on condition, miles and options. The fastest Toyota MR2 sold in the U. Mark I
supercharged cars have a top speed of mph, with naturally-aspirated Mk1 models able to hit
mph. Zero-tomph times range from roughly 5. As demand for small sports cars waned, Toyota
pulled out of the marketplace. Toyota MR2 sales declined in the U. Toyota as a brand is now
more focused on practical, fuel-efficient commuter models. There are no current plans to bring
a new mid-engine MR2 model to market. Toyota's current sports cars are the front-engine
Toyota 86 and Supra, co-developed with Subaru and BMW, respectively. Close Ad. Rory
Jurnecka Writer Manufacturer Photographer. Collectible Classic: Toyota MR2. When Magnum P.
I met Mister Two: Ferrari vs. Toyota MR2. Revisiting our first cover story test. We wrap-up a year
with our Four Seasons tester. Not According to Plan. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter.

