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Pilots are currently manufactured in Lincoln, Alabama , and the Pilot was produced in Alliston,
Ontario until April The first generation Pilot was released in April as a model. The Pilot's
unibody construction and independent suspension are designed to provide handling similar to
that of a car, and it has integrated perimeter frame rails to allow towing and light off-road use.
The Honda Passport that was sold between and was a truck-based design. The Pilots featured
the J35A4 engine, an all-aluminum 3. This was the first time 4WD was not standard on the Pilot.
Further this version of the J35 featured updated iVTEC and the automatic transmission a
shorter 1st gear ratio. All Pilots from this generation feature a 5-speed automatic transmission.
The Pilot has front struts with a coil-spring, multilink rear suspension for a flat rear load floor.
Front track is Design of the Pilot was by Honda's Ricky Hsu through , when styling was
approved. The Pilot can accommodate up to eight passengers in three rows configured as
stadium seating. The third row can seat three, but the limited legroom makes it suitable only for
small children or adults on short trips. Similar to the Honda Odyssey , the rear seats can be
folded into flat surfaces for larger cargo. Options include powered moonroof , DVD
entertainment system, and a navigation system. For the model year, Honda increased
adjustability on second row seats and added heated front seats and side mirrors to models
equipped with leather seats. For the model year, Honda added tire pressure monitoring,
electronic stability control, revised steering, and upgraded the air bags. Honda revised the Pilot
for the model year in October Changes to the exterior included a new fascia with a different
grille insert and halogen projector headlights, and taillights with clear lenses. On the inside,
side airbags were provided in the C pillar, the gauge cluster was updated and the center
console featured chrome trim and redesigned storage compartments and cup holders. For the
model year, Honda added Variable Cylinder Management to the two-wheel-drive models. For the
last model year of the generation Honda added two new trims. All second generation Pilots
used a new J35Z4 3. Both drivetrains were equipped with five-speed automatics. The second
generation's wheelbase is The redesigned headlights lost the previous generation's halogen
projectors and return to standard halogen reflectors. Features included new two-position
memory settings for the driver's seat, a new power tailgate, and the gear shift was relocated
from the steering column to the center console between the front seats. The Touring trim
included a volt power outlet and a satellite-linked Honda navigation system. The model year had
minimal changes. The voice-activated navigation system which was previously exclusive to the
Touring trim became available on the EX-L trim and rear entertainment system became standard
equipment on the Touring trim. The model year introduced a redesigned front fascia, new alloy
wheels, and updates to the interior along with changes to the bumper. The model year included
a standard rearview backup camera , i-MID central dashboard 8-inch LCD screen, USB
connector , Bluetooth hands-free calling and wireless audio streaming, and tri-zone climate
control. The SE special edition trim was added which came standard with a power moonroof,
satellite radio, and rear seat entertainment system. For the model year a rear-view backup
camera was made standard. The third-generation Pilot debuted at the Chicago Auto Show in
February , production began during May, and was made available for sale in June. The exterior
is sleeker in appearance compared to its boxier predecessor with a 10 percent reduction in drag
area. The Elite trim level also gained features that were new to the Pilot, including ventilated
front seats, heated rear seats, and a panoramic roof. Alloy wheels became standard. A tri-angle
backup camera is standard with dynamic guidelines optional. The revised 3. With all-wheel drive
models the amount of engine torque sent to each rear wheel is variable. Overall dimensions are
larger, while weight is down approximately pounds with noise, vibration, and harshness NVH
reduced. Structurally For the model year, Honda has refreshed the Pilot inside and out. The
powertrain for the Pilot has remained unchanged, but Honda did revise the nine-speed
transmission and start-stop system that are only found on the Touring and Elite trims. The
exterior now has new bumpers, grille, wheels, standard LED headlights, and revised taillights. A
hands free tailgate is now available. In the interior, the gauge cluster is replaced with a new one,
similar to the one found on the Odyssey. The infotainment system is updated with the latest
HondaLink software and it also features the CabinControl app also found in the Odyssey. The
volume slider has also been replaced with a volume knob. Honda has replaced the steering
wheel with a new design, also from the Odyssey. Honda Sensing is now standard on all trim
levels for the Pilot. For the model year, a new Black Edition trim was added to the lineup. The
9-speed transmission is now standard on all trim levels, and there is a new Special Edition
slotted in between the EX-L and Touring trims. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Honda
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only. Originally, it was a badge engineered version of the Isuzu Rodeo , a mid-size SUV sold
between and It was introduced in for the model year as Honda's first entry into the growing SUV
market of the s in the United States. This arrangement was convenient for both companies, as
Isuzu discontinued passenger car production in after a corporate restructuring, and Honda was
in desperate need of an SUV, a segment that was growing in popularity in North America as well
as Japan during the s. The partnership ended in with the discontinuation of the Passport in
favor of the Honda-engineered Pilot. It is built at Honda's factory in Lincoln, Alabama , and
available for the model year. Others had a Dana built "Spicer 44" rear axle. For the second
generation model, two trim levels were offered: LX and upscale EX. EX had the spare tire below
the cargo area and LX mounted in a swing carrier at rear. An optional CD changer was provided
by the dealer. In , a recall was issued for affected Rodeo and Passport for frames with severe
rust issues. The third generation Passport was unveiled at the Los Angeles Auto Show on
November 27, , with retail sales starting in February Unlike previous generations, it was
designed in the US and is manufactured in Lincoln, Alabama. All trim levels includes Bluetooth
for both hands-free calling and wireless audio streaming via A2DP , the Honda Sensing suite of
driver assistance technologies, the Honda LaneWatch camera system including a rearview
backup camera system , keyless access with push-button start, air conditioning , alloy wheels,
and power windows, door locks, and mirrors. Most trim levels also include remote start, a
HondaLink touchscreen infotainment system with SiriusXM Satellite Radio , HD Radio , with
Apple CarPlay and Android Auto smartphone integration, leather-trimmed seating surfaces with
heated front seats, power front seats, a power sunroof, dual-zone electronic climate controls,
and an audio system with a subwoofer. For the model year, all trims now come with the 8-inch
touchscreen and Apple CarPlay and Android Auto as standard equipment. A two-speed transfer
case is not available. Ground clearance is 7. Two rows of seats provide room for five
passengers. There is 41 cubic feet of storage behind the rear seat, which increases to 78 cubic
feet with the rear seat folded. The advertisement featured a Passport, called the "Past-Port",
with a first-generation Passport's interior, touting features that were popular in the mid-to-lates,
including automatic power windows, an audio system with cassette player and cassette adapter
and pager holder. The advertisement features an actor wearing s-era clothing, and holding a
Motorola cellular phone. Viewers of the advertisement could also call a special toll free number,
PAST-PORT , where they would be greeted by a voice message from Fred Savage , and could
then leave a voicemail on Honda's microcassette answering machine explaining why they would
like to own a Past-Port. The advertisement is no longer viewable on Honda's YouTube channel
as of May , and the toll free number is no longer in service. From Wikipedia, the free
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to Southern California available for leasing purposes only. The CR-V was introduced in Japan at
Honda Verno dealerships only and was regarded as a luxury vehicle in Japan due to the exterior
width dimensions exceeding Japanese Government dimension regulations. Upon introduction,
the model had only one trim level , which would later be known as the LX model trim; it was
powered by the 2. Outer dimensions for this engine would be identical to the Integra's 1. The
engine used a one-piece cylinder sleeve construction unique from any other B-series engine.
The chassis was a unibody design with fully independent suspension. The front suspension
was double-wishbone, while the rear used a trailing arm-based multilink system. Inside, the rear
seats were able to fold down, and a picnic table was stowed in the rear floor area. All models
featured plastic cladding covering the front bumper , rear bumper, and fender wells. In most
countries, CR-Vs had a chrome grille; however, in the United States, the grille was made out of
the same black plastic as the bumpers. Exterior alterations included a new front bumper,
smoothed off rear bumper, and a smaller plastic radio antenna on the rear of the roof. New dark
blue pearl and red pearl shades replaced the former solid red and metallic blue hues. European
models received an enlarged Honda emblem on the front grille, and a new metallic yellow paint
in certain markets. The engine was changed to the 2. This 16 percent boost in power resulted to
a faster mph of 8. In , a Special Edition model was introduced in North America. Until , the CR-V
sold more than any other vehicle in its class. The Australian higher specification model was
called the "Sport". It was added at the time of the first facelift and included body-colored
bumpers, mirrors, door handles, and hard rear spare wheel cover. It also included alloy wheels,
roof rails, and a large glass sunroof. Even though the car's structure received an acceptable
rating, the overall car received a marginal rating as the dummy's left leg would have been
broken. In addition to this lower body injury, the dummy's head went through the airbag which
may have caused a minor concussion. The chest was well protected. Models equipped with an
automatic transmission now had an overdrive cancel button that allowed the driver to lock the
transmission in the first three gears to provide power for passing and climbing grades, known
as "Grade Logic. The second generation CR-V, which went on sale on November 12, [9] was a
full redesign, based on the seventh generation Civic, and powered by the K24A1 engine. Second
generation CR-Vs in countries outside of North America were again offered in both "low
specification" and "high specification" variants, with the latter featuring body-colored bumpers
and fittings. It also now did not require the glass hatch to be opened before the swinging door.
Changes between model years , , and were minor, involving an enlargement of the center
compartment bin and the addition of a front passenger door power lock in the latter two years
respectively. In China, a clone from Shuanghuan Auto , called the SR-V, became a center of a
design rights controversy, because the latter appeared to be a blatant copy of Honda's design.
In , the CR-V received a mid-cycle refresh. New inch wheels replaced the previous inch
versions. Changes included new taillights and headlights with clear indicators and two separate
H1 bulbs for low beams and high beams, the previous setup used H4 single bulb for both low
and high beams. The taillights now used clear lenses instead of amber for the turning
indicators. The grille was also changed; it had two horizontal bars instead of one. The front
bumper design was slightly changed, it now has round fog lights compared to the previous
trapezium fog lights and in addition to the lower grill there are two horizontal bars instead of
one. The rear bumper reflectors were longer and narrower. On the inside of the car, the EX trim
received upgrades which included steering wheel-mounted audio controls, an outside
temperature monitor and also an electric sunroof. All CR-V models also had revised rear seat
headrests, which had been redesigned to reduce rear view blockage. Mechanically, the model
was also changed. A major change included a drive-by-wire throttle for all CR-Vs. The all-wheel
drive system was improved; it had been tuned to activate faster in low traction situations. US
market models were equipped with a five-speed automatic, as opposed to the previous
four-speed automatic. In the United States and Canada, all MY and later CR-Vs have anti-lock
brakes , electronic brake force distribution , traction control and Vehicle Stability Assist , front
seat-mounted side airbags, and side-curtain airbags with rollover sensors for all occupants. In
Australia, the MY05 facelift went on sale in late Base models made do with only dual airbags
and ABS as standard equipment, while the Sport came equipped with side airbags for the first

time. Curtain airbags were unavailable on any model, until the next generation. For a more
luxurious experience, Honda added a leather interior, leather-wrapped steering wheel, and
heated side mirrors and front seats. Several "Special Edition" models were released, beginning
in Building upon the "Base", Winter Classic added alloy wheels, side steps, as well as a tow bar,
while the Sport Winter Classic gained roof racks, nudge bar and foglights, however, did without
the towbar. Later within this iteration, in , an SE model was launched, featuring rear parking
sensors, nudge bar and 16' alloy wheels. It was sold between October and November Running
throughout , the CR-V "Extra" brought with it 16 inch alloy wheels and side airbags. The third
generation CR-V went on sale in the U. Unlike preceding models, it features a rear liftgate rather
than a side-opening rear door and no longer has the spare tire mounted on the rear door. For
the model year, the CR-V received style, powertrain and equipment changes. Changes included
a redesigned front fascia with a new horizontal-slat chrome grille and honeycomb-designed
lower front grille, new front bumper, and revised tail lights. The rear bumper was redesigned, as
well as new five split-spoke inch alloy wheels for EX and EX-L models. The interior received
minor changes, including seat fabrics, as well as wider driver and front-passenger armrests.
The audio head unit controls were altered and the information display backlighting in the
gauges was changed to blue, instead of the previous black. It is powered with a 2. The facelifted
model year CR-V went on sale during October The structure has been modified to improve
crash performance, particularly in the IIHS 's small offset crash test. The suspension shock
absorbers, springs, anti-roll bars and lower control arms are also revised to improve ride
performance, while a reduced Sales began in the U. It uses the same Honda compact global
platform introduced on the tenth generation Civic. The fifth generation of CR-V is available in
5-seater and 7-seater variant. The base engine is an Earth Dreams 2. For the model year , Honda
has made the 1. The i-DTEC turbodiesel engine has been revised from having a single
variable-nozzle turbocharger in the earlier version to having two turbochargers - one for low
RPMs and the other for high RPMs - to minimise turbo lag. It uses an aluminum cylinder head
paired to an open-deck cylinder block, with shorter and thinner piston skirts to reduce
mechanical friction to levels comparable to a gasoline engine. Honda Sensing is standard on all
CR-V trim levels for and adds traffic sign recognition. LED daytime running lights , 18" alloy
wheels and electronic parking brake with a new auto-hold feature are available. Indonesian
models went on sale on 17 June The Indonesian model top trim Prestige is equipped with
5-spoke inch Modulo alloy wheels not seen in other markets. In the Philippines , the 1. The fifth
generation CR-V was also launched in Japan on 30 August and went on sale on the following
day, making it the return of the CR-V for the Japanese domestic market after a two-year hiatus
since the fourth generation CR-V was discontinued there in August It was previously displayed
on 27 October at the Tokyo Motor Show , announced on 29 September The CR-V hybrid, which
was previewed at the Frankfurt Motor Show, goes on sale in early with a fuel economy
comparable to diesel competitors. Honda expects sales to split equally between gasoline and
hybrid in three years. For the first time in North America, the refreshed model introduced a
hybrid powertrain as an option. The CR-V Hybrid features a 2. The hybrid version is assembled
at Honda's Greensburg, Indiana assembly plant which also produces the standard gasoline-only
CR-V, while the powertrain is assembled in Anna, Ohio. The previously-available 2. Additionally,
the CR-V's suite of advanced safety features are standard on every trim level, meaning even the
most affordable CR-V provides adaptive cruise control and the latest crash prevention
technology. Other changes for the CR-V include larger inch alloy wheels on top-line Touring
models, redesigned inch alloy wheels for EX and EX-L trims, a revised front fascia with a new
upper grille which also features a blue-outlined Honda 'H' emblem on CR-V Hybrid models ,
revised side skirts with chrome inserts, a new rear bumper with chrome insert, a push
button-controlled CVT for CR-V Hybrid models, LED front fog lamps on most models except on
the base LX trim , new exterior color options and standard Honda Sensing driver assistance
technology for all models. The facelifted CR-V was also released in Thailand on 14 July ,
including the panoramic sunroof, wireless charger, Honda Sensing, automatic-dimming
rear-view mirror and memory seat, and the 1. Honda Malaysia has officially launched the
facelifted CR-V on 5 November , which gets some minor styling changes and new features. The
base variant remains the 2. The remaining two variants are both turbocharged, with the 1. The
Prestige variant comes with Honda Sensing. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. For other
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leasing purposes only. The Honda Motor Company, Ltd. Honda has been the world's largest
motorcycle manufacturer since , [2] [3] reaching a production of million by the end of , [4] as
well as the world's largest manufacturer of internal combustion engines measured by volume,
producing more than 14 million internal combustion engines each year. Honda was the first
Japanese automobile manufacturer to release a dedicated luxury brand, Acura , in Aside from
their core automobile and motorcycle businesses, Honda also manufactures garden equipment,
marine engines, personal watercraft and power generators, and other products. In , Honda
invested about 5. Throughout his life, Honda's founder, Soichiro Honda , had an interest in
automobiles. He worked as a mechanic at the Art Shokai garage, where he tuned cars and
entered them in races. The first complete motorcycle, with both the frame and engine made by
Honda, was the D-Type , the first Honda to go by the name Dream. The first production
automobile from Honda was the T mini pick-up truck, which went on sale in August Its
chain-driven rear wheels pointed to Honda's motorcycle origins. Over the next few decades,
Honda worked to expand its product line and expanded operations and exports to numerous
countries around the world. In , Honda introduced the successful Acura brand to the American
market in an attempt to gain ground in the luxury vehicle market. The year saw the introduction
of the Honda NSX supercar, the first all-aluminum monocoque vehicle that incorporated a
mid-engine V6 with variable-valve timing. Kawamoto was selected over Shoichiro Irimajiri , who
oversaw the successful establishment of Honda of America Manufacturing, Inc. Irimajiri and
Kawamoto shared a friendly rivalry within Honda; owing to health issues, Irimajiri would resign
in Following the death of Soichiro Honda and the departure of Irimajiri, Honda found itself
quickly being outpaced in product development by other Japanese automakers and was caught
off-guard by the truck and sport utility vehicle boom of the s, all which took a toll on the
profitability of the company. Japanese media reported in and that Honda was at serious risk of
an unwanted and hostile takeover by Mitsubishi Motors , which at the time was a larger
automaker by volume and was flush with profits from its successful Pajero and Diamante
models. Kawamoto acted quickly to change Honda's corporate culture, rushing through
market-driven product development that resulted in recreational vehicles such as the
first-generation Odyssey and the CR-V , and a refocusing away from some of the numerous
sedans and coupes that were popular with the company's engineers but not with the buying
public. The most shocking change to Honda came when Kawamoto ended the company's

successful participation in Formula One after the season, citing costs in light of the takeover
threat from Mitsubishi as well as the desire to create a more environmentally friendly company
image. The Honda Aircraft Company as established in as a wholly owned subsidiary to
manufacture and sell the HondaJet family of aircraft. On 23 February , Honda announced that
CEO and President Takanobu Ito would step down and be replaced by Takahiro Hachigo by
June; additional retirements by senior managers and directors were expected. It resumed
automobile, engine and transmission production at its US plants on May 11, Honda is
headquartered in Minato , Tokyo, Japan. The company has assembly plants around the globe.
This shields profits from the yen's advance to a year high against the dollar. Honda Canada Inc.
The company also runs a business innovation initiative called Honda Xcelerator , in order to
build relationships with innovators, partner with Silicon Valley startups and entrepreneurs, and
help other companies work on prototypes. Xcelerator had worked with reportedly 40 companies
as of January Xcelerator and a developer studio are part of the Honda Innovations group,
formed in Spring and based in Mountain View, California. Following the Japanese earthquake
and tsunami in March , Honda announced plans to halve production at its UK plants. It's thought
around 22, cars were produced during this period. Honda's automotive manufacturing
ambitions can be traced back to , with the Honda T , a kei car truck built for the Japanese
market. In , Honda built a two-door commercial delivery van, called the Honda L Honda's first
four-door sedan was not the Accord, but the air-cooled, four-cylinder, gasoline-powered Honda
in The Civic was a hatchback that gained wide popularity internationally, but it wasn't the first
two-door hatchback built. That was the Honda N , another Kei car that was adapted for
international sale as the N The Civic, which appeared in and replaced the N also had a smaller
sibling that replaced the air-cooled N, called the Honda Life that was water-cooled. The Honda
Life represented Honda's efforts in competing in the kei car segment, offering sedan, delivery
van and small pick-up platforms on a shared chassis. The Life StepVan had a novel approach
that, while not initially a commercial success, appears to be an influence in vehicles with the
front passengers sitting behind the engine, a large cargo area with a flat roof and a liftgate
installed in back, and utilizing a transversely installed engine with a front-wheel-drive
powertrain. As Honda entered into automobile manufacturing in the late s, where Japanese
manufacturers such as Toyota and Nissan had been making cars since before WWII, it appears
that Honda instilled a sense of doing things a little differently than its Japanese competitors. Its
mainstay products, like the Accord and Civic with the exception of its USA-market â€”97
Passport which was part of a vehicle exchange program with Isuzu part of the Subaru-Isuzu
joint venture , have always employed front-wheel-drive powertrain implementation, which is
currently a long-held Honda tradition. Honda also installed new technologies into their
products, first as optional equipment, then later standard, like anti lock brakes, speed sensitive
power steering, and multi-port fuel injection in the early s. This desire to be the first to try new
approaches is evident with the creation of the first Japanese luxury chain Acura , and was also
evident with the all aluminum, mid-engined sports car, the Honda NSX , which also introduced
variable valve timing technology, Honda calls VTEC. The Civic is a line of compact cars
developed and manufactured by Honda. In North America, the Civic is the second-longest
continuously running nameplate from a Japanese manufacturer; only its perennial rival, the
Toyota Corolla , introduced in , has been in production longer. Having gone through several
generational changes, the Civic has become larger and more upmarket , and it currently slots
between the Fit and Accord. In , Honda increased global production to meet the demand for
small cars and hybrids in the U. The company shuffled U. Its first entrance into the pickup
segment, the light-duty Ridgeline, won Truck of the Year from Motor Trend magazine in Also in ,
the redesigned Civic won Car of the Year from the magazine, giving Honda a rare double win of
Motor Trend honors. Five of United States Environmental Protection Agency 's top ten most
fuel-efficient cars from to comes from Honda, more than any other automakers. Honda is the
largest motorcycle manufacturer in Japan and has been since it started production in By this
figure had reduced to around , but was still higher than its three domestic competitors. In , India
became the largest motorcycle market of Honda. During the s, when it was a small
manufacturer, Honda broke out of the Japanese motorcycle market and began exporting to the
U. Working with the advertising agency Grey Advertising , Honda created an innovative
marketing campaign, using the slogan " You meet the nicest people on a Honda. The campaign
was hugely successful; the ads ran for three years, and by the end of alone, Honda had sold 90,
motorcycles. Taking Honda's story as an archetype of the smaller manufacturer entering a new
market already occupied by highly dominant competitors, the story of their market entry, and
their subsequent huge success in the U. Competing explanations have been advanced to
explain Honda's strategy and the reasons for their success. The first of these explanations was
put forward when, in , Boston Consulting Group BCG was commissioned by the UK government

to write a report explaining why and how the British motorcycle industry had been
out-competed by its Japanese competitors. The report concluded that the Japanese firms,
including Honda, had sought a very high scale of production they had made a large number of
motorbikes in order to benefit from economies of scale and learning curve effects. It blamed the
decline of the British motorcycle industry on the failure of British managers to invest enough in
their businesses to profit from economies of scale and scope. The second explanation was
offered in by Richard Pascale, who had interviewed the Honda executives responsible for the
firm's entry into the U. As opposed to the tightly focused strategy of low cost and high scale
that BCG accredited to Honda, Pascale found that their entry into the U. Honda's motorcycles in
this class suffered performance and reliability problems when ridden the relatively long
distances of the US highways. The most recent school of thought on Honda's strategy was put
forward by Gary Hamel and C. Prahalad in Creating the concept of core competencies with
Honda as an example, they argued that Honda's success was due to its focus on leadership in
the technology of internal combustion engines. Honda's entry into the U. Production started in
with H-type engine prior to motorcycle. Honda power equipment reached record sales in with 6.
Honda engines powered the entire car starting field of the Indianapolis [57] and for the fifth
consecutive race, there were no engine-related retirements during the running of the Memorial
Day Classic. In the s Honda developed the GY6 engine for use in motor scooters. Although no
longer manufactured by Honda it is still commonly used in many Chinese, Korean and
Taiwanese light vehicles. Honda, despite being known as an engine company, has never built a
V8 for passenger vehicles. In the late s, the company resisted considerable pressure from its
American dealers for a V8 engine which would have seen use in top-of-the-line Honda SUVs and
Acuras , with American Honda reportedly sending one dealer a shipment of V8 beverages to
silence them. It is the eleventh in a line of successive builds starting in with Honda E0 moving
through the ensuing Honda E series and the Honda P series. ASIMO is the world's only
humanoid robot able to ascend and descend stairs independently. The system uses a helmet
covered with electroencephalography and near-infrared spectroscopy sensors that monitor
electrical brainwaves and cerebral blood flowâ€”signals that alter slightly during the human
thought process. The user thinks of one of a limited number of gestures it wants from the robot,
which has been fitted with a Brain-Machine Interface. Honda has also pioneered new technology
in its HA HondaJet , manufactured by its subsidiary Honda Aircraft Company , which allows new
levels of reduced drag, increased aerodynamics and fuel efficiency thus reducing operating
costs. Honda has also built a downhill racing bicycle known as the Honda RN It is not available
for sale to the public. The bike has a gearbox , which replaces the standard derailleur found on
most bikes. Honda has hired several people to pilot the bike, among them Greg Minnaar. The
team is known as Team G Cross Honda. Honda's solar cell subsidiary company Honda Soltec
Headquarters: Kikuchi-gun, Kumamoto; President and CEO: Akio Kazusa started sales
throughout Japan of thin-film solar cells for public and industrial use on 24 October , after
selling solar cells for residential use since October Honda entered Formula One as a
constructor for the first time in the season at the German Grand Prix with Ronnie Bucknum at
the wheel. This racing tragedy, coupled with their commercial difficulties selling automobiles in
the United States, prompted Honda to withdraw from all international motorsport that year. As
there was no European Championship that season, this was the top F2 championship that year.
Tauranac had designed the Brabham cars for their earlier involvement. They were again
extremely successful. It won only one race, in for Bobby Rahal at Pocono. Honda returned to
Formula One in , initially with another Formula Two partner, the Spirit team, before switching
abruptly to Williams in Williams-Honda won the crown in and Honda switched allegiance to
McLaren in , and then won the title in , , and Honda withdrew from Formula One at the end of ,
although the related Mugen company maintained a presence up to the end of , winning four
races with Ligier and Jordan. The engines were far from competitive at first, but after
development, the company won six consecutive drivers' championships and four
manufacturers' championships between and From to , Honda was the lone engine supplier for
the IndyCar Series, including the Indianapolis In the Indianapolis , for the first time in
Indianapolis history, the race was run without a single engine problem. During , Honda
considered returning to Formula One with their own team. The project was aborted after the
death of its technical director, Harvey Postlethwaite. Together BAR and Honda achieved 15
podium finishes and second place in the constructors' championship. Honda bought a stake in
the BAR team in before buying the team outright at the end of , becoming a constructor for the
first time since the s. Honda has competed in the British Touring Car Championship since ,
though not always as a works team. They have achieved over race victories, seven drivers'
championships, five manufacturers' championships and seven teams' championships, ranking
second with the most wins in the series. Honda made an official announcement in May that it

planned to re-enter into Formula One in as an engine supplier to McLaren. The company
combines participation in motorcycle races throughout the world with the development of
high-potential racing machines. Its racing activities are an important source for the creation of
leading-edge technologies used in the development of Honda motorcycles. HRC also
contributes to the advancement of motorcycle sports through a range of activities that include
sales of production racing motorcycles, support for satellite teams, and rider education
programs. Soichiro Honda, being a race driver himself, could not stay out of international
motorsport. In , Honda entered five motorcycles into the Isle of Man TT race, the most
prestigious motorcycle race in the world. Hailwood would later pick up their first Senior TT wins
in and In , Honda returned to Grand Prix motorcycle racing with the monocoque -framed,
four-stroke NR The FIM rules limited engines to four cylinders, so the NR had non-circular,
'race-track', cylinders, each with 8 valves and two connecting rods, in order to provide sufficient
valve area to compete with the dominant two-stroke racers. Unfortunately, it seemed Honda
tried to accomplish too much at one time and the experiment failed. Since then, Honda has
become a dominant marque in motorcycle Grand Prix racing, winning a plethora of top-level
titles with riders such as Mick Doohan and Valentino Rossi. Honda also head the number of
wins at the Isle of Man TT having notched up victories in the solo classes and Sidecar TT , [75]
including Ian Hutchinson 's clean sweep at the races. In the Motocross World Championship ,
Honda has claimed six world championships. In motorcycle trials , Honda has claimed three
world championships with Belgian rider Eddy Lejeune. The car looks and drives just like a
contemporary Honda Civic LX, but does not run on gasoline. In , the Civic GX was rated the
cleanest-burning internal combustion engine in the world by the U. First leased to the City of
Los Angeles, in , Honda started offering the GX directly to the public through factory trained
dealers certified to service the GX. Before that, only fleets were eligible to purchase a new Civic
GX. In , the Civic GX was released in New York, making it the second state where the consumer
is able to buy the car. In June , Honda announced its decision to phase out the
commercialization of natural-gas powered vehicles to focus on the development of a new
generation of electrified vehicles such as hybrids , plug-in electric cars and hydrogen-powered
fuel cell vehicles. Since , Honda has sold about 16, natural-gas vehicles, mainly to taxi and
commercial fleets. Honda's Brazilian subsidiary launched flexible-fuel versions for the Honda
Civic and Honda Fit in late As other Brazilian flex-fuel vehicles, these models run on any blend
of hydrous ethanol E and EE25 gasoline. During the last two months of , both flex-fuel models
sold 2, cars against 8, gasoline-powered automobiles, [90] jumping to 41, flex-fuel cars in , [91]
and reaching 93, in In March , Honda launched in the Brazilian market the first flex-fuel
motorcycle in the world. In late , Honda launched the first commercial hybrid electric car sold in
the U. Honda introduced the second-generation Insight in Japan in February , and released it in
other markets through and in the U. Sales of the Fit Hybrid began in Japan in October , at the
time, the lowest price for a gasoline-hybrid electric vehicle sold in the country. Honda's
cumulative global hybrid sales passed the 1 million unit milestone at the end of September , 12
years and 11 months after sales of the first generation Insight began in Japan November More
efficient than a gas-electric hybrid vehicle , the FCX Clarity combines hydrogen and oxygen
from ordinary air to generate electricity for an electric motor. The vehicle itself does not emit
any pollutants and its only by-products are heat and water. The FCX Clarity also has an
advantage over gas-electric hybrids in that it does not use an internal combustion engine to
propel itself. Like a gas-electric hybrid, it uses a lithium ion battery to assist the fuel cell during
acceleration and capture energy through regenerative braking , thus improving fuel efficiency.
The lack of hydrogen filling stations throughout developed countries will keep production
volumes low. California is the only U. Honda views hydrogen fuel cell vehicles as the long-term
replacement of piston cars, not battery cars. Around units were sold in the U. A total of 1, units
have been leased in the U. Availability in the Japanese market is limited to units during its first
two years. Starting in , Honda in Japan decided to diversify its sales distribution channels and
created Honda Verno , which sold established products with a higher content of standard
equipment and more sporting nature. This approach was implemented due to efforts in place by
rival Japanese automakers Toyota and Nissan. As sales progressed, Honda created two more
sales channels, called Honda Clio in , and Honda Primo in The Honda Clio chain sold products
that were traditionally associated with Honda dealerships before , like the Honda Accord , and
Honda Primo sold the Honda Civic , kei cars such as the Honda Today , superminis like the
Honda Capa , along with other Honda products, such as farm equipment, lawnmowers, portable
generators, and marine equipment, plus motorcycles and scooters like the Honda Super Cub. A
styling tradition was established when Honda Primo and Clio began operations in that all Verno
products had the rear license plate installed in the rear bumper, while Primo and Clio products
had the rear license plate installed on the trunk lid or rear door for minivans. As time

progressed and sales began to diminish partly due to the collapse of the Japanese "bubble
economy" , "supermini" and "kei" vehicles that were specific to Honda Primo were " badge
engineered " and sold at the other two sales channels, thereby providing smaller vehicles that
sold better at both Honda Verno and Honda Clio locations. As of March , the three sales chains
were discontinued, with the establishment of Honda Cars dealerships. Honda sells genuine
accessories through a separate retail chain called Honda Access for both their motorcycle,
scooter, and automobile products. In cooperation with corporate group partner Pioneer , Honda
sells an aftermarket line of audio and in-car navigation equipment that can be installed in any
vehicle under the brand name Gathers , which is available at Honda Access locations as well as
Japanese auto parts retailers, such as Autobacs. Buyers of used vehicles are directed to a
specific Honda retail chain that sells only used vehicles called Honda Auto Terrace. To the
chagrin of the engineers at Honda, all the parts were taken from two of only six hand-assembled
pre-production models of the Accord. The advertisement depicted a single cog which sets off a
chain of events that ends with the Honda Accord moving and Garrison Keillor speaking the
tagline, "Isn't it nice when things just In , they produced the Grrr advert, usually immediately
followed by a shortened version of the Impossible Dream advert. In December , Honda released
The Impossible Dream a two-minute panoramic advertisement filmed in New Zealand, Japan,
and Argentina which illustrates the founder's dream to build performance vehicles. While
singing the song " Impossible Dream ", a man reaches for his racing helmet, leaves his trailer
on a minibike, then rides a succession of vintage Honda vehicles: a motorcycle, then a car, then
a powerboat, then goes over a waterfall only to reappear piloting a hot air balloon , with
Garrison Keillor saying "I couldn't have put it better myself" as the song ends. In , Honda
released its Choir advertisement, for the UK and the internet. This had a person choir who sang
the car noises as the film of the Honda Civic is shown. In the mid to late s in the United States,
during model close-out sales for the current year before the start of the new model year ,
Honda's advertising has had an animated character known simply as Mr. Opportunity , voiced
by Rob Paulsen. The casual-looking man talked about various deals offered by Honda and
ended with the phrase "I'm Mr. Opportunity, and I'm knockin'", followed by him "knocking" on
the television screen or "thumping" the speaker at the end of radio ads. In addition,
commercials for Honda's international hatchback, the Jazz, are parodies of well-known pop
culture images such as Tetris and Thomas The Tank Engine. In late , Honda released an ad with
ASIMO exploring a museum, looking at the exhibits with almost childlike wonderment spreading
out its arms in the aerospace exhibit, waving hello to an astronaut suit that resembles him, etc.
It concludes with the tagline: "More forwards please". However, they had announced that they
would not continue in due to the sponsorship price requested by ITV being too high. In May ,
focuses on their strengths in racing and the use of the Red H badge â€” a symbol of what is
termed as "Hondamentalism". The campaign highlights the lengths that Honda engineers go to
in order to get the most out of an engine, whether it is for bikes, cars, powerboats â€” even
lawnmowers. Honda released its Hondamentalism campaign. In the TV spot, Garrison Keillor
says, "An engineer once said to build something great is like swimming in honey", while Honda
engineers in white suits walk and run towards a great light, battling strong winds and flying
debris, holding on to anything that will keep them from being blown away. Finally one of the
engineers walks towards a red light, his hand outstretched. A web address is shown for the
Hondamentalism website. The digital campaign aims to show how visitors to the site share
many of the Hondamentalist characteristics. At the beginning of , Honda released â€” the
Problem Playground. The advert outlines Honda's environmental responsibility, demonstrating
a hybrid engine, more efficient solar panels, and the FCX Clarity , a hydrogen-powered car. The
second advert has large-scale puzzles, involving Rubik's Cubes , large shapes, and a
3-dimensional puzzle. On 29 May , Honda, in partnership with Channel 4 , broadcast a live
advertisement. This live advertisement is generally agreed to be the first of its kind on British
television. The advert lasted three minutes. In , American Honda released the Dream the
Impossible documentary series, a collection of 5- to 8-minute web vignettes that focus on the
core philosophies of Honda. The film series plays at dreams. In the North American market,
Honda starts all of its commercials with a two-tone jingle since the mids. The late F1 driver
Ayrton Senna stated that Honda probably played the most significant role in his three world
championships. He had immense respect for founder, Soichiro Honda, and had a good
relationship with Nobuhiko Kawamoto, the chairman of Honda at that time. Senna once called
Honda "the greatest company in the world". The " Honda Sports Award " is given to the best
female athlete in each of twelve college sports in the United States. Honda has been a
presenting sponsor of the Los Angeles Marathon since in a three-year sponsorship deal, with
winners of the LA Marathon receiving a free Honda Accord. Since , the Honda Campus All-Star
Challenge has been a quizbowl tournament for Historically black colleges and universities.
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Crossrunner. VFRX Crosstourer. The Pilot is now built exclusively at the Lincoln, Alabama
plant. The Pilot shares underpinnings and the powertrain with the Acura MDX , which has a
lineage that can be traced to the Honda Odyssey minivan. However, the CR-V lacked in features
many American consumers looked for in an SUV, which are overall size, passenger space, and
towing capacity. The Pilot is at most designed to withstand light-duty off-roading. For , the Pilot
received new front and rear fascias, a redesigned interior, and various standard safety features.
The second generation Pilot is also available in Russia and Ukraine. Like the first-generation
MDX, the Pilot is propelled by an aluminum alloy 3. Also, like the MDX, the Pilot rides on struts
up front with a coil-spring, multilink arrangement at the rear designed to allow a flat load floor.
The Pilot is capable of transporting up to eight passengers. The third row seats 3 but legroom is
limited, allowing transportation of small children or adults on short trips. Similar to the Honda
Odyssey , the rear seats are capable of folding into completely flat surfaces to allow larger
cargo inside if necessary. Seats are configured as stadium seating. Optional amenities that can
also be included are a powered moonroof , DVD entertainment system, and a navigation system.
The VTM-4 system delivers power to all four wheels under acceleration and when wheel
slippage is detected. Otherwise, the system operates primarily in front-wheel drive and sends
torque to the rear wheels when spin is detected up front. Two wheel drive models have been
available since The foundation for the Pilot is a highly rigid unibody with reinforcing structures
and energy absorbing crush zones. The Pilot's structure is designed to deform progressively in
front, side and rear end collisions. Its assembly began in Lincoln, Alabama. It receives a new 3.
Both transmissions are five-speed automatics. The new wheelbase is Much of the interior has
changed, receiving a tri-zone automatic climate control system, new two-position memory
settings for the driver's seat, and a new power tailgate. The Honda Pilot has a capable off-road
system which comprises three individual systems: the Variable Torque Management four-wheel
drive system with locking differential, Hill Start Assist Control system and Grade Logic Control
system. The 4WD utilizes a unique Variable Torque Management four-wheel-drive system which
automatically engages when the system senses loss of traction. The system has a manually
locking rear differetinal which can also
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be engaged by the driver and will stay engaged up to 18 MPH, then unlocks and reverts back to
the automatic engaging. The Pilot also has a Hill Start Assist system which maintains brake
pressure when the brake pedal is released, giving the driver time to engage the accelerator. The
Pilot also uses a Grade Logic System which holds the engine in a lower gear when on steep
inclines for better hill-climbing tourque and increased engine braking when going down steep

inclines. The Pilot also has a Tire Pressure Sensor which constantly monitors tire pressure and
alerts the driver if there is any significant pressure loss in any tire and indicates which tire or
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